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Introducing the world's first 3D LED TV. 

A new dimension in television. 


Featuring Samsung's LED backlighting technology. 


www.samsung.com/3D 
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Sometimes it’s good to go with the flow, other times 
it’s best to stand out from the crowd, like this month’s 
cover star TV does. Sharp’s Quattron LC-46LE821E 
ignores the 3D hype, to offer a whole new technology ' 
for displaying images - find out whether its extra yellow pixel 

helps deliver colour magic on page 74! 



Elsewhere in this issue, we see Panasonic’s triumphant proof 
that plasma display tech has plenty of life left in it (p82), and 
enjoy the thunderous sounds of Onkyo’s THX 
Ultra2-certif ied system (p68). And don’t forget that this 
is our annual Best Buy Awards issue, so you can suck in a year’s 
worth of outstanding gear in one place (p35) - if you’re looking 
for a new hardware purchase, this is the place to start. 


All this, plus the chance to win a share of £10,000 
of Panasonic Full HD 3D home cinema kit - an ideal kick-off 

for a Summer of entertainment!! 



Editor 


TEAM HCC 

Rik Henderson: 

Dep Ed Rik has worked on 
tech mags and videogames 
TV shows for two decades 


Steve May: 1 to 

HCC'\ Eg tor- n-Chic-f nas a ■ 
stunning 20- years as a CE * 
journo on his dock 



Anton van Beek: 

News Ed Anton began his 
pro-videophile career over 
II years ago 


Chris Jenkins: 

Our ISF-calibrated Editor 
used to run Future's Tech 
Laboratories 



Mark Craven: 

HCC s Production Editor can 
write shorthand - he can’t 
read it, though 



John Rook: 

Art Editor John first worked 
on HCC back in 1999. when 
TVs were made of wood 
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World’s first 3D AVR 

Onkyo unleashes its tech-tastic new 
‘entry-level’ 3D-ready receiver 




Your guide to the UK’s finest AV kit, 
from flatscreens, speakers and 
Blu-ray players, to Disc of the Year 
and Design Excellence. 


FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... p20 

20 Art of illusion 

Your guide to the best of Antipodean SFX 
powerhouse Weta on DVD and Blu-ray 


INSTALLS 

Planning a home cinema? 

Then this is the place to be... p26 

32 Certified: AV-holic! 

More HCC readers share the secrets 
behind their AV setup 


BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts... p7 

Biff# 07 Making Blu movies 

Panasonic takes the wraps off its 
next-generation Blu-ray recorder 

W8& 09 Freeview HD 
gathers Pace 

HCC talks to digital TV tech favourite Pace 
about its two new Freeview FID boxes 

10 Back to school for 3D 

Sony reveals all about its new 3D training 
course for Hollywood cinematographers 

13 Point of View 

Richard Stevenson is panicking about the 
power needed for Reference level audio 

15 DVD Addict 

How one 3D-themed week pushed The 
Beek to breaking point 

17 Tech Tantrum 

Consumer champion Barry Fox takes a look 
at projector lamp warranties 

18 Tech daily 

Your guide to the AV and film events 
happening in the coming month 


TECH LABS 

Our guarantee to you: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is measured and quantified by 
Future Tech Labs, which for more 
15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement. 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 
the best possible advice when it comes 
to planning your next purchase 


CO-STARRING 


Jim Hilt: 

Apple fanatic Hill is the - 
former editor of T3 Home " ” 
and a What Hi-Fi escapee 


Alvin Gold: 

One of the UK's most 
experienced and respected 
hi-fi and audio experts 


Adrian Justins: 

Made his name as the editor 
of Wha t Video & TV and 
What Home Cinema 


This issue's team of expert writers are the best qualified in the business 

Martin Pipe: Richard Stevenson: 


Technology specialist 
Martin co-developed HCCs 
Tech Lab operation 


Industry veteran and former 
Editor of UK CE trade 
journal ERT 


Barry Fox: 

A veteran commentator on 
consumer electronics in 
mags such as New Scientist 
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PLAYBACK 

H£Ts hardware experts cast 
a critical eye over the latest 
DVD and Blu-ray titles... pill 

112 Sherlock Holmes (bd) 

113 Minority Report (bd) 

44 Inch Chest (bd) 

The Informant! (bd) 

The Fourth Kind (bd) 

114 Evangelionl.il-You 
Are (Not) Alone (bd) 

The Box (bd) 

Universal Soldier: 
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Stargate: Ultimate 
Edition (bd) 
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115 The Lord of the Rings: 
The Motion Picture 
Trilogy (bd) 

117 The Descent: Part 2 <bd) 

The Passion of the 
Christ: Definitive 
Edition (bd> 

Terror at the Opera (dvd) 

Dance of the Dead (dvd) 

Doctor Who: Myths 
and Legends (dvd) 

118 True Blood: 

The Complete 
Second Season (bd) 

30 Rock: Season 3 (dvd) 

Nurse Jackie: 

Season One (dvd) 

The Railway Children: 
40th Anniversary 
Edition (bd) 

Prince Valiant (bd> 


108 

Subscribe! 

Save money on 
the world’s best 
AV mag and get a 
TechLink Switch2 
4-into-l HDMI switch 
box worth £80! 




REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p67 


68 Onkyo THX System 

Three is the magic number with Onkyo’s 
high-end AV package - including the 
PR-SC5500/PA-MC5500 pre/power 
combo and BD-SP807 Blu-ray player 

74 Sharp LC-46LE821E 

With its new sub-pixel, does this 46in 
Quattron LCD conjure up colours you’ve 
never seen before? 

80 Teufel Theatre 200 

Room-rocking bass is the order of the day 
with this flexible 5.1 speaker system 

82 Panasonic TX-P50G20 

Get the best of Freesat and Freeview FID 
with this stunning 50in NeoPDP plasma 

86 InFocus ScreenPlay 
SP8602 

The once prolific projector brand is reborn 
with a brand new mid-range DLP model 

90Grundig 

GUFSDTR500HD 

This 500GB twin tuner Freesat+ DTR 
is sure to please HD TV junkies 




92 Iomega 
1X2-200 2TB NAS 

A second-gen pocket-sized NAS box 
with some big ambitions 

94 Panasonic DMR-EX773 

Japanese giant takes a 'no-frills’ approach 
with its new HDD/DVD recorder 


96 Panasonic DMP-BD45 

With its Profile 1.1 spec, this entry-level 
Blu-ray player is a real blast from the past 

96 TVhanga flatscreen 
wallmount 

An unusual and affordable alternative for 
wall-mounting your flatscreen TV 

98 Raising the bar 

Soundbars are an ideal solution for anyone 
lacking the space for a full surround 
system TVs. To help you decide what's best 
for you, we've put four models up against 
each other in our latest grouptest... 
Samsung HWC450 
Yamaha YSP-5100 
Monitor Audio Radius One HD 
Teufel Cinebar 50 


PLUS... 

123 Feedback 

For tech queries or plain old moaning 
there’s no better venue! 

130 Next Issue 

Exclusive review of Panasonic's 50in 
plasma and 3D Blu-ray player 
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Klipsch 

® Power. Detail. Emotion. 


The ULTIMATE Home Theatre Experience 





Klipsch. 

Established in Hope, 
Arkansas in 1946. 

The world’s 
leading provider of 
Cinema and Concert 
Audio Solutions 


Designed to fit smaller spaces, our Icon W Series Home 
Theatre System is built to the same exacting standards 
as the line's larger floor-standing setups. 

It too uses modern technology and timeless beauty for 
sophisticated music and movie performances 

like no other. 

To the eye, the Icon W Home Theatre System reflects a 
classic approach, featuring furniture-grade wood veneer 
cabinets, available in an Espresso or Cabernet finish. 

But to the ear, there is nothing traditional about it. 



Special pricing on the Icon W Series for Home Cinema Choice readers at: 
http://www.kllpsch.co.uK/caVhomecinemacholce 
Go to www.klipsch.co.uk to view our full range of Award Winning products 


© Klipsch 2010 
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-4 News Highlights HDMIvl.4AVROnkyo unleashes 3D-sawy amp 
FREEVIEW+ HD Pace takes cover off Freeview HD PVR BACK TO SCHOOL Exclusive look at how 
Sony is training the next generation of 3D filmmakers BLACK BEAUTY Screen Innovations has a 
projector screen with a difference TRACKER What’s hot and what’s not in the world of AV? 




Making Blu movies 

Panasonic DMR-BW880EBK www.panasonic.co.uk 

The next generation of Panasonic’s Blu-ray recorders 
will arrive in the UK in time for the FIFA World Cup this 
Summer. Top of the range is the BW880EBK, which 
features a 500GB HDD and twin Freeview+HD tuners, 
allowing users to record two digital broadcasts 
simultaneously, or record one and watch another. 

The Blu-ray recording functionality then lets you 
archive your hi-def recordings to disc. 

The BW880EBK is currently scheduled to hit 
shelves in the last week of May/first week of June, 
priced around £800. 


Panasonic 


?000 


JLoa 


Online... 

Looking for breaking AV news, 
blogs, features, & reviews? 

For your daily fix visit us at 

www.homecinemachoice.com 

Follow us on Twitter @hccmag 
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ONKYO HDMI vl.4 RECEIVER PACE FREEVIEW HD PLAYLIST 


r > 


World’s first 3D AVR 

Onkyo TX-SR608 www.onkyo.co.uk 

AV receiver king Onkyo calls its new TX-SR608 
‘entry-level’, but it's leading-edge in tech terms, 
thanks to its six HDMI vl.4 outputs that make 
it compatible with the latest 3D Blu-ray players. 

Other features of this £450 AVR include THX 
Select2 Plus certification, 160W-per-channel 
amplification, Audyssey DSX and Dolby Pro-Logic 
llz support and Faroudja DCDi Cinema upscaling. 

We reckon it’ll sell like hot cakes! 
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Waterfall Audio has launched a diminutive new satellite speaker. It's based 


around a 3in drive unit housed in a die-cast aluminium chassis with a 


safety-glass surround. Marrying eye-catching aesthetics with audio tailored 
to both hi-fi and home cinema needs, the speakers are available as part of 
a 5.1 package accompanied by the brand’s 150W HR active subwoofer. 


www.invisionuk.com 
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Super Audio pair 


Soccer silliness 


Base goes Blu 


If you are one of 
the many home 
cinema fans 
who still spins 
Super Audio CDs, then be aware that 
Denon has released two new products 
in its Advanced Evolution series of 
high-end stereo components. 

The DCD-1510AE disc-spinner 
features many of the technologies used 
in the brand's high-end DCD-2010AE 
(including 32bit/192kHz DACs 
and a vibration-suppressing drive 
mechanism), but at the lower price 
of £900. Joining it at the same price 
is the PMA-1510AE 70W per channel 
integrated stereo amplifier. 
www.denon.co.uk 



Toshiba is taking a 
gamble on the FIFA 
pt , I 2010 World Cup with 

* I its England Expects 
campaign. It will 

allows customers to claim back the cost 
of any Full HD REGZA TV (32in and 
above) and any of the company’s 
laptops (featuring Intel Core i3, i5 or i7 
processors) bought between April 12 
and July 11 this year. The catch? England 
has to lift the trophy first! To take part, 
consumers register their new Tosh TV 
or laptop at the website below within 
seven days of purchase. If England wins, 
they can claim their cash back within 
21 days of the final. 
www.toshiba.co.uk/england 



DF Solutions Ltd has 
upgraded its popular 
Base Media Server, 
making it now fully 
enabled for Blu-ray 
disc storage, playback, and multiroom 
distribution. Base and Link clients can 
now be used as BD players directly, or 
the user can make an image of a 
Blu-ray from their PC, and Base will 
see the corresponding .iso file on the 
network and integrate this HD movie 
into the system's main library. Available 
exclusively in the UK through distributor 
AWE Europe, this latest iteration of the 
Base also allows installers to access 
and configure the unit over the internet. 
www.awe-europe.com 


Freeview HD gathers Pace 

Two new set-top boxes arrive for the free-to-air platform 


Digital TV technology brand Pace is entering the 
Freeview HD arena with two set-top boxes - one 
with a hard drive, one without. But the company 
stresses that its receivers will offer something 
quite different to the competition: simplicity. 

Branded Philips, as Pace acquired the Dutch 
manufacturer's STB business in December 2007, 
much effort has been made with the aesthetics, 
giving them a more living-room friendly design 
than most peers. The PVR also features an 
illuminated strip to match a Philips Ambilight 
screen - although this can be turned off. 

However, it is what is inside the boxes that is 
most interesting, or rather, what isn’t in it. Whereas 
other manufacturers have opted to include other 
gadgetry in their Freeview HD offerings. Pace has 
dispensed with things tike media streaming and 
YouTube access to keep its kit easy to use. Clear, 
concise electronic programme guides and basic 
Sky+ style recording functionality are aimed at 
those who may not have bought an STB before. 
Nicolas Laroche, Pace's Chief technical engineer, 
is keen to stress how simple it is, for example, to 
record a show on the fly: 'Each time I press on the 
red button, I increase [the recording] by ten 
minutes, so that's simple to use. 




New 

gurus, as 


Pace's Nicolas Laroche says 
the brand's Freeview HD+ 
PVR is simple to use 

Ten minutes, press, ten minutes, 
press... It makes it 
understandable for my mother 
or my grandfather.' 

Of course, you can always record shows from 
the EPG, and series-link them, while the recorder 
offers the usual smorgasbord of PVR functions, 
such as pausing live TV. 

The PVR does contain one surprise though - 
a massive 500GB hard drive: 'I think it will be one 
of the largest available,' says Laroche. 'It can store 
250 hours of standard-definition material -125 
hours of high-definition.’ 

And the storage space doesn't come at the 
cost of noise pollution. Unlike many receivers on 
the market, which can often sound like helicopters 
taking off, Pace's recorder is mostly silent. 'The 
ambient acoustics are just 26dB because of the 
design of the internal fan,' explains Laroche. 

In short, while the boxes are simple, their 
design and conception has been anything but. 

A lot of work has gone into making them as basic 
as possible and they certainly offer 

something different to what 
will soon be a very 
packed market. 

I The Philips 
[ DTR5520 Freeview 
HD receiver costs 
£160 and is in the 
shops now. It will be 
followed in May by 
the HDT8520 500GB, 
Look: Designed for style twin tuner Freeview 
well as first-time buyers HD+ PVR at £300. 






This lavish, explosive sequel to 
Band of Brothers is an AV treat. 
The HD visuals bring the action to 
terrifying life and the soundtrack 
will leave you shell-shocked. SM 


This Courteney 
Cox sitcom blends 
Scrubs, SATC and 
Friends in a weekly 
dose of MILF-hunting mirth. O 


This is Spinal Tap 
egionBBD) 


Revisiting This is Spinal Tap on 
Blu-ray has reinforced my belief 
that it is far more than just a 
sequence of quotable gags. RH 


F The Expendables 
Trailer (online) 


Not a movie as such, but I can't 
stop watching the official trailer 
for this Summer’s Stallone/ 
Statham actioner! MC 


F Just Cause 2 

(Xbox 360) 


Playlist.. 


Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 
of the last month 

1 




Non-stop action, huge explosions 
and grappling helicopters make 
this cracking game the nearest 
thing to a Michael Bay flick. AvB 
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Tracking 

HCC’s guide to what’s 
going up and what’s 
going down in AV-ville 

A IPTV Subscription 

The trend for web-connected TVs 
shows no signs of stowing down, 
with new research from Strategy 
Analytics predicting that the 
number of global viewers 
subscribing to IPTV services 
will hit 65 million by 2014. 

A Digital TV 

On the last day of March, Wales 
became the first country in the 
UK to complete the switchover 
from analogue to digital TV. Next 
up is the STV North region. 

▼ Power-hungry TVs 

Many of the UK's biggest 
high-street retailers have 
volunteered to take part in a 
scheme launched by the Energy 
Saving Trust to purge the least 
energy-efficient TVs from the 
market. The scheme has 
identified 42-47in TVs as the 
worst offenders. 

▼ DAB Ads 

The Advertising Standards 
Authority has banned a radio 
campaign produced by the 
Digital Radio Development 
Bureau on the grounds that it 
misleads listeners that DAB radio 
doesn’t suffer from signal 
interruptions like analogue. D'oh! 


We asked... 

What best describes the 
audio of your home 
cinema setup? 

■ Just my TV's speakers 

■ Sound bar 

■ 2.1 system 

■ 5.1 system 
6.1/7.1 system 



Results from www.homecinemachoice.com 
Go online for more polling action 
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Back to school for 3D 

Sony launches 3D training for Hollywood cinematographers 


On soundstage seven in Columbia Studios, 
Hollywood crews are relearning their trade. 

Why? To learn how to shoot 3D films. According 
to Sony, hundreds of cinematographers have 
signed up for the free three-day courses run out 
of its 3D Technology Centre that opened on the 
lot in January. 'It’s easy to make 3D,' explains 
Buzz Hayes, chairman of the new facility, 'but 
it's very hard to make it good.' 

When HCC visited the set, a cameraman 
was demonstrating the two-camera 'splitter rig', 
where one camera is mounted on top of the other. 
As stuntmen work through a fight scene in an 
alley-way left over from the last Spider-Man film, 
he experiments with the stereoscopic effect by 
adjusting the space between the two lenses. 

When a fist bursts out of the monitor at the side of 
the set, the small audience wearing the obligatory 
dark glasses gives appreciative applause. 

The training school reflects Hollywood's 
concern that a rush to ride the Avatar bandwagon 
will lead to an inferior product that could do the 
format more harm than good. For Sony, it is an 
opportunity to pitch itself centre stage in what 
it thinks will be the biggest revolution since 
sound killed off silent pictures. 

Sony claims 'lens-to-living-room' 3D prowess 
with an influence 
extending from 
Columbia Pictures, 

(bought in 1989), 
through cinema 
projectors and pro 
cameras, to TVs and 
Blu-ray players. 

No joke 

Buzz Hayes told 
HCC that talk of 3D 
being a gimmick is 
ridiculous: 'We see 


'We have to understand how 
to tell 3D stories.' believes 
Sony's Buzz Hayes 

our world in three dimensions 
and should build our 
entertainment into that.' But he 
is not expecting all Hollywood 
releases to be 3D, pointing out that it took a long 
time for colour to fully replace black and white. 

Change is already underway. Brand-new jobs 
are opening up for 'stereographers' and 
'convergence pullers'. New principles for film 
storytelling are starting to emerge. 'We have 
to understand how to tell 3D stories because 
we're not fully there yet,' said the Sony man. 

3D films require fewer edits to establish spatial 
relationships, and lighting is used to focus 
attention on a part of the screen rather then 
traditional depth-of-field techniques. 

Hayes said 3D has already outgrown pop-out 
screen effects and can develop into something 
much more dramatic, not just for action 
blockbusters. 'The psychological impact has not 
been explored yet. When you think of the scene in 
The Silence of the Lambs, when Hannibal Lecter 
steps forward to intimidate Clarice Starling, he 

stays in the frame. 
Imagine it with 3D, 
and he would step 
out of it and be 
in your space.' 
There's also talk of 
converting old film 
classics to 3D, but 
Hayes has 
reservations. 'Some 
would be great fun. 
But some would be 
like spray-painting 
the Mona Lisa.' 



■nr ^ 



i-Can has HD? 

Swiss-based 

Broadcast has 
thrown its hat 

into the Freeview HD ring with the 
debut of its first UK consumer product, 
the i-Can Easy HD. More than just a 
'mere' Freeview HD STB, this hybrid 
receiver is Pay-TV ready and can 
connect to 'net applications for 
catch-up TV services and future 
interactive offers'. Prices were 
unavailable at press, but ADB promises 
that the system will be on shelves in 
time for this Summer’s FIFA World Cup. 
www.adbglobal.com 


Big bad wolf 

Featuring an 
impressive 16 
minutes of previously 
unseen footage, an 
Extended Cut of the 
gore-strewn The Wolf Man is hitting 
DVD and Blu-ray in the UK on June 7. 
Extensive extras are promised, including 
U-Control, two alternate endings, four 
featurettes and a doc covering 70 years 
of Universal’s Wolf Man movies. 
However, we're still waiting to see if the 
UK BD will carry over the most exciting 
extra from the US release - the ability 
to stream the 1941 original via BD-Live! 
www.universalpictures.co.uk 


Black beauty 

Screen Innovations' 
Black Diamond II 
projector screens are 
now available in the 
UK from Anthem AV 
Solutions. Combining a positive 1.4 gain 
material with a wider viewing angle, 
the new Black Diamond II claims to 
enhance projector performance with 
blacker blacks, whiter whites and 
greater colour accuracy in both dark 
and bright environments. Maximum 
screen sizes available are 142in diagonal 
(2.40:1), 113in diagonal (16:9), and 93in 
diagonal (4:3). 
www.anthemavs.co.uk 
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This month's top ten news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks... 


1 


World’s 
biggest 
PVR... 

As proof-of- 
concept tech goes, this 
one’s a doozy. The 
talented chaps at US 
TV search software 
developers 

SnapStream have built 
what they’re calling 
’the world’s largest 
DVR’. This mammoth 
beast can record up to 

50 channels simultaneously and packs a total of 
136TB of storage. According to their calculations, 
this means you can store up to 13 years of content! 



6 ! 

: 


Plus qa change? 

DivX has released a free software package 
| dubbed DivX Plus with an interface that 
simplifies the process of watching and 
sharing hi-def content. Other features include 
smoother winding, and support for 1080p HD 
H.264-based videos in the MKV format. 


7 


' Virgin player on the way 

Virgin Media will launch a rival service to 
the BBC’s iPlayer and BSkyB’s Sky Player 
later this year. Speaking at the IPTV World 
Forum, Virgin Media's Alex Green declared the 
service would let subscribers access content both 
online and via mobiles, and suggested that HD 
fare will be available, too. 


2 


Football crazy 

FIFA and Sony have revealed which games 
will be filmed and broadcast live in 3D at 
the 2010 World Cup. 

Due to the logistics of 
camera placement, only five 
of the stadiums can 
accommodate 3D recording 
- which means you won't 
get to see England play in 
3D unless they get beyond 
the group stage. And you’ll 
still have to make your way 
to one of 50 cinemas and 
five entertainment venues 
across the country that will 
screen 3D games. 

3 Best of both worlds? 

LG has said it will launch both Active 
Shutter and Passive Polarisation 3DTVs 
into the UK market, a month or so after 
pulling Passive tech tellies from its commercial 
lineup. ‘Consumers have demanded that we offer 
them a choice,’ U-turned LG suit George Mead. 


8 

News 



Runco gets certified 

High-end projector brand Runco has 
received THX certification for four of its 
recent models. The VX-33i and VX-33d 
DLP projectors and Q-750i 
and Q-750d LED projectors 
have all been awarded the 
THX Display badge, the latter 
two being the first LED 
projectors in the world to get 
the prestigious classification. 


Blu-ray gets 
bigger 

Never one to stop 
fiddling, the Blu-ray 
Disc Association has 
announced two new media 
specifications designed to increase the capacity 
and capability of Blu-ray discs. Thankfully, both 
the new BDXL (High Capacity Recordable and 
Rewritable) and IH-BD (Intra-Hybrid) disc specs 
are targeted at commercial markets - a good 
thing for consumers as they need all-new 
technology to play them. 


4 


Made for TV sound 

Dolby will debut a new theatrical 
surround sound format, Dolby Surround 
1 7.1, in cinemas this Summer, on the 
Disney/Pixar 'toon Toy Story 3. The system mimics 
a configuration which has been available to home 
users for some time: L, C, R, Left Surround, Right 
Surround, Back Surround Left, Back Surround 
Right, and LFE. 

5 ‘No-glasses’ for 3D on the go 

Over in Japan, Sharp has been showing off 
a new ‘no-glasses’ 3D touchscreen LCD 
display developed for portable devices. 
The technology is currently unsuitable for large 
screens, due to a maximum viewing distance of 
30cm, but it's thought that the 3.4in touchscreen 
panel on show could well end up being used in the 
next generation of Nintendo’s popular handheld 
consoles, expected to be called the 3DS. 


10 


I Sex and violence R.I.P. 

A new service that automatically 
| screens out content unsuitable for 
children from DVDs is launching in 
the UK this Summer. The first ClearPlay DVD 
player will hit these shores in July, and can then 
be used in conjunction with film-specific filters 
downloaded from the ClearPlay site to skip or 
mute scenes that might upset the kiddie-winks in 
films rated 12 or under. Now, how about one that 
just plays all of the rude bits for us adults? 



Premiere 

HCCs guide to what’s 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 


Greengrassgoes3D 



Fresh from the box office failure 
of his Iraq War thriller Green Zone, 
director Paul Greengrass is 
reportedly eyeing up a more 
commercial project for his next 
film. Greengrass has been linked 
to a 3D remake of the 1966 sci-fi 
classic Fantastic Voyage, 
which is being produced by 
James Cameron's Lightstorm. 

Don’t forget your 
toothbrush 

Following months of speculation, 
Chris Evans (the one who played 
the Human Torch in the Fantastic 
Four films, not the Radio 2 DJ) 
has signed on to play Captain 
America in a trilogy of films 
based on the popular Marvel 
superhero, plus the crossover flick 
The Avengers. 

Passing the Buck 

Resident Evil director Paul WS 
Anderson will helm a big budget 
outing for pulp sci-fi icon Buck 
Rogers. He’s not taken on the 
scripting duties though, leaving 
that job to Iron Man co-writers 
Art Marcum and Matt Holloway. 

Thurman flops 

Uma Thurman's latest film 
Motherhood set tongues wagging 
for all the wrong reasons when it 
opened in the UK in March. Plans 
to create a buzz for the film by 
only launching it at one cinema 
(London’s Apollo West End) went 
badly wrong when it made just 
£88 on its opening weekend. 


Up from the depths. 



Godzilla is set to return to 
Hollywood. Legendary Pictures 
has signed an agreement with 
Toho Studios to produce a fresh 
US take on the iconic Japanese 
monster for release in 2012. 
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THE OIME THING THE WORLD'S PREMIER 
MOVIE THEATRES AI\ID CONCERT HALLS HAVE 
OVER SYNTHESIS® SYSTEMS? MORE SEATS. 

JBL Synthesis® home theatre and music systems are designed and custom-installed to duplicate the 
electrifying performance characteristics of acclaimed venues like the Samuel Goldwyn Theater and 
the Sydney Opera House, but on a somewhat more intimate scale. Industrial-grade technologies, 
materials and engineering, from the most applauded professional brand, deliver systems of 
uncompromised power and authority for the homes of purists and enthusiasts, as well as film and 
music professionals, everywhere. As Synthesis owners and audio reviewers alike will tell you, more 
impressive and realistic residential sound systems can't be found anywhere, at any price. 



More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 




OPINION 13 



Richard Stevenson calculates the amount of power needed to reach 

Reference level audio - and starts to panic 


first had to learn 


how to count 

before tackling the 


mathematics 


involved in this 


issue's column 

A 


W atts. You just can’t have enough of 'em. 

You’d be surprised just how many Watts 
you actually need. So many in fact, that 
every AV amp and receiver on the market today 
is massively underpowered. 

I’ve always been of the opinion that more 
is more where home cinema amplifier power 
is concerned. Not only does more power equate 
to increased dynamic range and better headroom, 
larger amplifiers seem to have an easy grace at 
lower volume levels that make movies more 
natural-sounding. And, of course, if you want 
to ‘go large' for an evening of Die Hard action, 
then bag-fulls of ultra-clean Watts are absolutely 
essential. I run some fairly meaty power amplifiers, 
ten channels of 200W, for that very reason. But 
attending a recent CEDIA Home Cinema Design 
workshop made me realise just how much power 
is required and just how woefully far off the mark 
my home cinema system is. I haven't sobbed in 
a classroom like that since primary school. 

Let me explain. A number of important bodies 
in the cinema industry did a lot of research 
and agreed on 'Reference' levels for parameters 
like sound pressure level (SPL), dynamic 
range, room liveliness etc. In a ‘small room’ 

(i.e anything that is not a large commercial 
auditorium) the Reference SPL is an unclipped, 
distortion-free 105dB at the listening position. 

That is loud but it’s not deafeningly loud. Rock 
concerts are a whole lot louder than that. In fact, 
105dB doesn’t even sound that hard 
to achieve. But it is. 

Most domestic loudspeakers have an efficiency 
of somewhere between 87 and 90dB per Watt at 
lm distance. The trouble is that sound pressure 
is logarithmic so it requires a doubling of power 
to produce just 3dB more. So if we take a typical 
87dB/W efficient speaker, it will produce 87dB 
for 1W input, 90dB for 2W, 93dB for 4W, 96dB for 
8W.... and so on, until you realise that to achieve 


105dB you actually require 64W. Now that’s not a 
massive amount, and most AV amps can kick out 
this sort of power without throwing a transistor 
out of their case, but there’s another problem 
- the Reference level states 105dB at the listening 
position. As the distance from the speaker 
increases the direct sound pressure level drops off 
dramatically, some 6dB every time the distance is 
doubled. Even accounting for sound that bounces 
back off the walls and ceiling, the drop off is still 
in the order of 4dB to 5dB per doubling of the 
listening distance. If our speaker is making 105dB 
at lm it will only be producing about lOOdB at 2m 
and around 96dB at a typical listening position 
of 4m - a total SPL drop-off of about 9dB. 

The speaker needs to produce at least 114dB 
at lm to achieve 105dB at the listening position. 
We need more power. A128W amp would be 
required to make 108dB at lm, 256W for llldB and 
a whopping 512W to achieve 114dB. No integrated 
AV amp or receiver gets close to that figure and 
there are precious few domestic loudspeakers 
that could take that sort of current without going 
into meltdown anyway. 

What is the answer? Clearly more power is 
the obvious one, but it has its drawbacks. 500W 
power amps don’t come cheap, especially when 
you need seven of them, and speakers to handle 
500W are large and outrageously expensive. 

The most practical solution is to look for more 
efficient speakers. Even using 90dB/W models 
in the above example halves the power 
requirement to achieve 105dB at the listening 
position to 256W. Speakers of 93dB/W would 
lower it to a highly achievable 128W per channel. 

So it’s perhaps unfair to say that all home 
cinema amps are massively underpowered. 

It is probably far more accurate to say that all 
home cinema speakers are massively inefficient 

For more of Richard Stevenson’s theories log on to 
www.homecinemachoice.com/points_of_view 


ILLUSTRATION: BY TEKURA MAEVA 
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Cinema with a licence to thrill 



In the same way that film makers go to great lengths to create spectacular, unforgettable movies, 
DSE invests all of its effort and expertise to ensure that your new home cinema is a sure-fire block¬ 
buster. 


This means sensational sound and vision for captivating movies, games and TV, and a complete design, 
which balances the best use of precious space with excellent decor to endow a stunning room with the 
perfect ambience. 

Whatever your taste and wherever the space, we'll help you to find a home for the ultimate HD enter¬ 
tainment experience! To find out more please call 0191 491 4141 



CUSTOM 


Supported and supplied by CSECUSTOM 
www.csecustom.com 


2nd Floor 530 Durham Road 
Low Fell, Gateshead NE9 6FIU 

info@dsegroup.co.uk 

www.dsegroup.co.uk 
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DVD ADDICT 

When it comes to 3D movies, The Beek has reached the end of 

his tether. And here's why 


Anton van Beek 


wanted to see 
Clash of the Titans 
because he loves 
Greek mythology, 
and often comes 
into the office 
riding a giant 
scorpion 



B efore I wrote this column, I endured a 
3D-themed week. Was it fun? Not really. 

In fact, it highlighted the many problems 
that stereoscopic entertainment is bringing with 
it both in cinemas and our homes. 

First, I attended Panasonic’s 3D product launch 
at London’s AIR Studios. The kit on show was 
pretty impressive - the Full HD 3DTV and Blu-ray 
tech on display was easily the best I’ve yet had the 
chance to play with - but things didn't go as 
smoothly as the company will have hoped. 

Following a series of presentations from 
various industry spokespeople, the centrepiece 
of the day was a three-track set by musician Paul 
Carrack. Filmed in 3D in the neighbouring studio, 
the stereoscopic visuals were streamed live to 
a 103in TV, to illustrate how wonderful the 
addition of a third-dimension is to any 
entertainment experience. A fine idea to be sure, 
but there was a problem with the alignment of 
the camera rigs being used. Instead of a thrilling 
display of a live three-dimensional broadcast, 
all I took away from the event was a blinding 
headache caused by the two images not melding 
properly. Which, I have to guess, wasn't the effect 
Panasonic was aiming for. 

The Panasonic launch also highlighted another 
problem with 3D Blu-ray - the lack of things to 
watch on it. 

During the press conference the company 
revealed that it had signed exclusivity deals with 
20th Century Fox and Universal to make the 
3D Blu-ray versions of Ice Age: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs and Coraline available for a limited 
time only to those who buy Panasonic's 3D kit. 
This follows news that Samsung has signed an 
exclusivity deal with DreamWorks to the 3D BDs 
of Monsters l/s Aliens and the Shrek movies for 
a 12-month period. 


I wonder what discs will be available to actually 
buy in stores this year? At the moment, it’s at best 
looking like Disney’s A Christmas Carol, a FIFA 2010 
World Cup highlights disc and Sony’s Cloudy with 
a Chance of Meatballs. But that’s only if Disney 
doesn’t tie up an exclusivity deal with another 
of the manufacturers. 

Moving into next year, don’t think that these 
same technology giants aren’t already fighting 
amongst one another to ensure they get a similar 
period of exclusivity with the 3D Blu-ray release 
of Avatar. If that happens, you may have to 
wait until early 2012 before you can 
go into a shop and buy a 3D disc of 
Cameron’s sci-fi blockbuster without 
having to shell out for a new 3D BD deck as well. 

Clash of the cinemas 

With this troubling my mind, I decided to treat 
myself to a double-bill of Kick-Ass and Clash of 
the Titans at the cinema later in the week. Kick-Ass 
was a lot of fun. I've still no idea whether Clash 
of the Titans is any good because, despite hunting 
high and low, I couldn’t find a cinema anywhere 
showing the film in its original 2D form. Anywhere 
in central London, anyway. Of course, if I wanted 
to pay more to see the version with rushed 
post-production 3D effects added to it, I was 
spoilt for choice. But actually watching the film 
as the director originally intended it to be shown, 
before Warner Bros, realised it could milk more 
cash out of cinema-goers by hurriedly converting 
Clash... into 3D? Not a chance. I suppose I’ll just 
have to wait for the (traditional 2D) Blu-ray 
release later this year to see the film in the format 
I want to see it, without having to pay extra for 
a pointless stereoscopic gimmick 

Will you always pay extra to watch a 3D version of a movie ? 

Let us know: email hcc@futurenetco.uk 
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The perfect projector to bring the thrills 
& magic of the big screen into your home 


a 

a 

a 
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Watch in daylight with high brightness levels and contrast ratio of 36,000:1 

Widescreen cinema, sport and games with HD ready 1080p resolution 
for maximum entertainment. 

Easily connect DVD and Blu-ray players, TV tuners, games consoles, 
computers and your digital camera 

Can be freestanding or ceiling-mounted 


£1399 


Free Delivery Available* 


To buy at these prices or better visit 

www.dabs.com/homecinema 

Price valid until 22.05.10 

Terms and Conditions. All prices are valid until 22.05.10 after this date prices may fluctuate without notice, please see 
www.dabs.com/homecinema for the latest prices. If you do not use the advertised URL the prices on the website may differ from those 
advertised. All offers are while stocks last unless otherwise indicated. All prices include VAT but exclude carriage *Free delivery uses our 
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com, National Logistics Centre, Wingates Industrial Estate, Westhoughton, Bolton, BL5 3XU. Email assistance0dabs.com. 

♦Claim your free blu-ray player directly from Epson while stocks last, by completing the claim procedure detailed at www.epson.co.uk/ 
worldcup Promo valid between 15/04/10 - 11/07/10. See www.epson.co.uk/worldcup for full terms & conditions which apply 
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TECH TANTRUM 

The issue of projector lamps and their warranties is getting our consumer 

attack dog Barry Fox a little hot under the collar 


O ne of my most unhappy AV memories 

is fighting Dell over a dud projector lamp. 
It failed well within the projector 
guarantee period but Dell wanted £238 (two 
thirds the cost of the projector) for a replacement. 

Dell, along with Panasonic and Sony, only 
gives a measly 90 days on projector lamps. 

I called Dell's bluff and started County Court 
proceedings under the Sale of Goods Acts, 
claiming that the projector was not of ‘quality that 
a reasonable person would regard as satisfactory, 
fit for purpose, free from defects and durable.’ 

Dell caved in and paid up in full, plus my legal 
fees. But I have since looked very closely at 
projector warranties. 

Most projectors now use Ultra High 
Performance or Ultra High Pressure lamp 
technology (UHP) developed by the Philips 
Research Centre in Aachen, Germany, in 1995, 
and first used in 1997. 

It’s been so successful that in 2004 Philips 
won an Emmy Award for Technology and 
Engineering for UHP, stopped making projectors 
and just earned a packet from the lamps. 



Never afraid to 
fight dirty, 
r" usesU 
lamps to blind his 
enemies before 
kicking them in 
the shins and 
running away 


See you in quartz 

The tech behind UHP is impressive. It works 
by sealing mercury vapour in a quartz bulb 
at a hundred times the pressure of a car tyre. 

The lamp is ‘struck’ by feeding 5000 volts 
between electrodes to create a plasma arc, 
kept alive with a pulsed supply that progressively 
reduces to around 100 volts. 

The electrode gap is just 1mm wide, which 
concentrates over 100W of lighting power into 
a very small source which is as bright as the sun. 
The temperature is over 1,000°C, and the light 
so rich in ultraviolet that it would quickly blind 
anyone looking at a bare lamp. The lamp can take 
up to an hour after switch on to give true colour, 
and cannot be quickly switched on and off. 


Unfortunately, there’s is a yawning gap 
between the 10,000-hour life promised by Philips 
and the skinflint warranties offered by PJ makers. 

Replacement lamps cost at least £200; but 
beware cheaper lamps that may be copies and 
can be half as bright with patchy light. Some 
imitations are the wrong size or shape and difficult 
to fit. Forcing is dangerous. And, if the quartz 
breaks, the lamp literally explodes, 
shooting out sharp slivers and toxic 
chemicals. 

So the new breed of LED projectors, with 
lamps that last around 70,000 hours and can 
be switched on and off instantly, sound pretty 
exciting. Because separate Red. Green and 
Blue LEDs are used, there is no DLP colour wheel, 
so no ‘rainbow effect’, the colour strobing which 
viewers may see if they move their head rapidly 
while watching the projected picture. 

But don’t get too excited, too soon. LEDs are 
expensive, and light output is less than for UHP 
lamps, and, contrary to popular belief, high-power 
LEDs do not run cool. 

Runco’s Q-7501080p single chip, fan-cooled 
LED projector costs around £18,000, yet the 
company recommends a maximum screen 
width of well under lOOin, even in a dark room. 

The Italian company SIM2 promises ‘well over 
100,000 hours’ for its £15,000 MICO 50 LED 
projector. But it’s as big as a carry-on suitcase. 

When demonstrating at the British Film 
Institute's screening room in London, UK MD Alan 
Roser joked about the ‘plumbing’ inside. But he 
wasn't joking. The three LEDs inside generate so 
much heat that they need a liquid cooling system, 
which looks just like a miniature car radiator with 
pumps, pipes and fans. 

Presumably anti-freeze is needed, too, to make 
sure the projector survives a cold winter... 

Had a bad experience with a protector lamp? Let us know: 
email hcc@futurenet.co.uk 
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Tech diary 


The world of AV and film 
changes fast. Our calendar 
means you don't miss out 




Today sees the UK DVD 
and Blu-ray release of 
Sam Taylor Woods' 
award-winning account 
of John Lennon's teenage 
years in Liverpool 
and his friendship with 
Paul McCartney 


IPTV, VoIP, web and 
video-on-demand 
technologies are at the 
heart of this series of 
industry seminars held in 
Rotterdam today 


Today sees the UK DVD 
and Blu-ray release 
of this acclaimed 
drama, with George 
Clooney playing a man 
who makes his living 
flying around the US 
firing people 


Start saving your pennies 
for HCC #183. which hits 
the stands this Thursday, 


packed to the gills with 
hardware tests, features, 


outspoken opinion 
and full-on software 
reviews 




7 9 

Four Lions 

Brass Eye creator Chris 
Morris courts controversy 
once again with his 
feature film directorial 
debut - a comedy about 
four incompetent 
British jihadists It 
hits cinemas across 
the UK from today 


M 9 

Robin Hood 

Ridley Scott and Russell 
Crowe join forces once 
again to deliver this epic 
re-imagining of the 
legendary story of Robin 
Hood. Expect arrows to 
fly when this hits UK 
cinemas today 

www.universalpictures.com 


And the winner is... 


18 9 

Fangs for the memory 

Bram Stoker's 
novel Dracula was first 
published on this day 
in 1897. To celebrate, 
spend the day 
watchhg those classic 
Hammer flicks starring 
Christopher Lee as the 
blood-sucking Count 


Z1 # 

Prince of Persia 

The popular videogame 
franchise hits cinemas 
across the UK this Friday 
withanFX-packed 
blockbuster starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal as the 
decidedly un-Persian 
looking Prince 

www.disney.com 


www.palmexpo.net 


Happy Birthday 

'La-la, la-la. Dlddly- 
diddly. Diddly-diddly, 
Bum-bum, Bum-bum!' 
Frequent Tim Burton 
collaborator and award¬ 
winning composer Danny 
Elfman turns 57 today 


The Book of Eli 

Denzel Washington kicks 
plenty of ass in this 
terrific post-apocalyptic 
action adventure flick, 
which should do great 
business when it slices its 
way onto DVD and BD in 
the UK this Monday 


The Losers 


Oh look, it's another 
comic book adaptation. 

But at least this one 
seems a bit different, 
dealing with the 
members of a Cl A black 
ops team seeking 
revenge on the people 
who left them for dead. 
At UK cinemas today 


China's leadfig industry 
expo for audio, lighting 
and entertainment 
technology 
tuns from now until May 
23 at Beijing's 
China International 
Exhibition Centre 


It was on this day in 1929 
that the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences handed out the 
very first Academy 
Awards during a private 
brunch at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel. 
The ceremony only lasted 
15 minutes! 


Future Disney icon Mickey 
Mouse made his debut 
on this day in 1928 in the 
six-minute silent cartoon 
Plane Crazy, where the 
loveable rodent builds his 
own airplane, takes a 
cow for a ride and ends 
up crashing into a tree 
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*lmage simulated. Reaction is not. 


THE NEW SHARP QUATTRON. FOR COLOURS NEVER BEFORE SEEN ON TV. 

The Quattron is a world first, with a unique 4 colour technology giving you 1000 times more colour 
than any other television. By adding a yellow sub-pixel to the standard RGB colour matrix we can 
now produce shades of colour never seen before on TV. 22 years ago Sharp invented the LCD TV 
and now we have reinvented the technology. You have to see it, to see it. 




Quattron 


See the difference the yellow sub-pixel makes at quattron.tv 
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Team HCC praises the 


Lords of illusion 


T he kind of films we love at HCC often involve 
plenty of special effects. You see, you can 
get away with filming a rom-com entirely 
on location with regular actors, but try making a 
movie like, say, Star Wars without a bit of visual 
trickery and you'll come unstuck. In fact, more and 
more films produced in Hollywood and elsewhere 
use SFX, predominantly digital, to help transport 
audiences into the worlds they create. 

One company at the forefront of movie SFX 
is Weta, the Wellington, New Zealand-based 
production house made famous by its work on 
The Lord of the Rings trilogy. Set up in 1993 by... 
Rings director Peter Jackson, Richard Taylor and 
Jamie Selkirk, Weta (now split in to Weta Digital 
for special effects and Weta Workshop for 
SFX guru: Richard Taylor physical effects) has since been involved on 
co-founded Weta in 1993 numerous projects, including X-Men: The Last 

Stand, I, Robot, District 9, and, most recently, 
Avatar, for which it trousered an Academy 
Award for Best Visual Effects - meaning it's 
now collected five in its brief 17-year history. 

Monkey magic 

Perhaps one of Weta's most startling 
achievements was 2005's King Kong. While the 
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1933 original is memorable for Willis H. O'Brien’s 
stop-motion animation and model work, there 
was little chance of the same technology being 
used for Universal's big-budget remake. Step 
forward the Kiwi CG wizards, whose involvement 
in the film can be seen in almost every frame; 
not only in the scarily believable Kong 
(motion-captured from actor Andy Serkis' 
simian impersonations) and the prehistoric 
beasties of Skull Island, but in the authentic 
recreation of Depression-era New York. For 
Instance, when King Kong scales the Empire 
State Building and is besieged by planes, 
it's not just the giant ape that is digitally faked 
- it’s the whole shot. 

Next up for Weta are Guillermo del Toro’s 
Hobbit movies and the Spielberg/Jackson Tintin 
trilogy. The latter should be another SFX 
masterpiece, with Weta using performance- 
capture technology to blend Hollywood actors 
into Georges Remi's distinctive cartoon visuals. 
We expect the end results to be breathtaking. 

So, in the same way that a BSI Kitemark on 
a firework means it won't blow up in your face, 
Weta's work on a movie ensures the SFX won’t 
be ropey. The film itself might be, though... 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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Quintessential Weta... 


Gandalf goes down in The Fellowship of the Ring 



Flaming hell 

Weta Digital really gets the chance 
to show off Its creature-design 
skills with the monstrous Balrog 


'None shall pass! 1 

As the Fellowship flees the Mines of 
Moria, Gandalf stays behind to stop 
the infernal creature's progress 


Mind the gap 'Fly you fools' 

The seamless integration of CG Leaving viewers with one final 

creature and real actor shines through memorable quote before Gandalf 

as the Balrog plummets to its doom too falls to his death! 


Must own... 



District 9 


Sony Pictures-* All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

This electrifying political commentary/ 
sci-fi provided fertile ground for Weta's 
creature designers, as they were put in 
charge of bringing the alien 'prawns’ to 
life on the bigscreen. 

24.45: Despite the docu-style 
'shaky-cam' visuals, Weta's CG alien is 
seamlessly integrated into the footage 
and interacts with the human cast as it 
tries to flee. 

90.50: Wikus prepares to kick ass 
with some newly acquired Mech armour 
in this prime piece of demo fodder. 



LotR: The Return 
of the King 

Entertainment in Video -*R2 
Extended Edition DVD-*£36 Approx 

While the entire trilogy is a modern 
classic, the final part (especially in its 
Extended Cut form) pulls out all of the 
stops with the biggest fantasy battle 
scenes ever brought to screen. And 
there's plenty of Gollum as well - easily 
Weta’s best-known CG creation. 

Disc Two-37.45: Aragorn,Gimli 
and Legolas lead an undead army into 
battle against Sauron's armies. 

Disc Two-80.07 :Frodoand 
Gollum scrap above the Crack of Doom. 



I, Robot 

20th Century Fox -* Region B BD 
£23 Approx 

Will Smith gets jiggy with creepy-voiced 
robots in this Isaac Asimov sci-fi 
adaptation, with Weta taking charge 
of numerous CG-laden sequences. 
50.08: ‘You are experiencing a car 
accident'. Academy Award-nominated 
visual effects, incredible AV 
performance that makes it a prime 
piece of demo material for your home 
cinema system, and breathtaking 
action as Will Smith is attacked by two 
truckloads of rampaging robots! What 
more could you possibly want? 



King Kong 

Universal Pictures-* All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

Peter Jackson’s love letter to King Kong 
drags on a bit, but the SFX are never 
less than fantastic - be it the giant ape 
himself, the prehistoric inhabitants of 
Skull Island or the painstaking digital 
recreation of the Big Apple in the 1930s. 
113.23: Looking for razor-sharp FID 
visuals and thunderous lossless audio? 
Then you'll love this titanic tussle 
between Kong and a pair of dinosaurs. 
176.31: King Kong * The Empire State 
Building + six bi-planes = a sad end for 
the mighty ape. 


Worth seeing... 



The Frighteners 

Universal-* R1 Director's Cut 
DVD-*£16 Approx 

Another Peter Jackson outing, and the 
one that cemented Weta's status in the 
digital visual effects industry. Michael J 
Fox's psychic Frank, who can talk to 
the dead, ends up in big trouble when 
the Grim Reaper comes to town. 
18.20: The first appearance of Frank's 
spectral chums Cyrus and Stuart 
showcases the pioneering CG work. 
44.04: Between Danny Elfman’s 
score and the dynamic use of the 5.1 
soundstage, the Reaper's onscreen 
debut sends a shiver down your spine. 



30 Days of Night 

Icon-* All-region BD 
£11 Approx 

David Spade's cracking adaptation 
of Steve Niles' acclaimed comic series 
finds out what happens when 
an Alaskan town is plunged into 
darkness for a month and invaded 
by vampires. The result is a pleasingly 
grim and gory take on an old 
horror favourite. 

57.54; The vampires have a little 
‘fun’ with one survivor in this 
extremely creepy sequence, which also 
highlights Weta's subtle, yet effective, 
prosthetic makeup. 





Fantastic 4: Rise 
of the Silver Surfer 


20th Century Fox -* Region B BD 
£23 Approx 

The fact that this sequel improves on 
the first FF flick is mainly down to the 
work of Weta and its state-of-the-art 
CG representation of the Silver Surfer. 
The apparently liquid-metal character 
is leagues ahead of the similar villain 
from T2 and steals the show every time 
he appears on screen. 

28.33: The chase sequence between 
the Surfer and the Fluman Torch is truly 
breathtaking, taking you around - and 
through - New York's skyscrapers. Rad! 


Avoid... 



X-Men: The 
Last Stand 


20th Century Fox -* All-region BD 
£23 Approx 

Following the departure of Bryan 
Singer, Fox bought in Brett 'Rush Hour 1 
Ratner to direct the final part to what 
had been a brilliant superhero trilogy. 
And despite some great FX, the film is 
a stinker. 

45.5 8: The stunning AVC encode 
and DTS-FID MA 6.1 mix get a real 
workout as Jean Grey unleashes 
her powers on Professor Xavier, 
while Wolverine goes head-to-head 
with Juggernaut. 
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3D GIVEAWAY 



3D competition 

WIN! One of three state-of-the-art Full HD 
3D cinema systems, courtesy of 


• c OtOCO 


You could win: 

Panasonic TX-P50VT20B 3D plasma TV with two sets of 3D 
glasses: This massive 50in plasma screen features a contrast 
ratio of 5,000,000:1,600Hz sub-field drive 'Intelligent 
Frame Creation Pro' motion smoothing technology, DLNA 
network access and Viera Cast web TV, as well as HDMI 
and USB connections. 

Two additional sets of 3D glasses: The LCD shutter technology 
in these glasses opens up a new world of 3DTV entertainment. 
Panasonic DMP-BDT300EG 3D Blu-ray player: Alongside its 
Blu-ray and 3D support, the DMP-BDT300EG can upscale DVDs 
to high resolution, features fast boot-up time, has Viera Cast and 
DLNA compatibility and includes 7.1-channel audio outputs for 
delivering cinema-like surround sound. 

Panasonic SC-ZT2E-K surround sound speaker system: 

This fully wireless 7.1-channel speaker system means you can get 


all the benefits of Blu-ray surround sound without unsightly 
cables cluttering up your living room. 


£10,000 of 3D home cinema prizes to be won! 

For your chance to win answer the following question: 


What are the three spatial dimensions? 

A) Red, green and blue 

B) Height, width and depth 

C) Space, time and mass 


Text PAN3D, space, and your answer A, B, or C (ie PAN3D A 
if you think ‘Red, green and blue' is correct) followed by your 
name and address to 87474 for a chance to win. 

Texts cost £1 plus your standard network tariff. 

The closing date for entries is 24/07/10. 

To enter for free, visit www.futurecomps.co.uk/PAN3D 


Terms and Conditions: To enter you can either: (a) text your answer to 87474 at any time between 01.05.10 and 24.07.10; or (b) enter the competition online at the URL above 
between 01.05.10 and 24.07.10. By sending your text entry you agree to these competition rules. Answers must be received between 01.05.10 and 24.07.10. The winner will be 
selected at random from all correct entries received between the relevant dates and will be sent a set prize free of charge. The winners will be notified within 28 days of the 
closing date and will be required to give details of a delivery address in the UK to which the prize should be sent. There is no cash alternative available. Normal certification 
restrictions apply. We reserve the right to substitute the prize for equal value depending on the nature of the prize. Only UK residents aged 16 years and over may enter this 
competition. No employees of Future pic or any of its group companies or the employees of any entity that has been involved with the administration of this competition or any 
member of their households may enter this competition. Texts will be charged at £1 plus your normal network tariff. By entering this competition, you consent to us using your 
personal details to send you information about products and services of Future which may be of interest to you. If you do not want to receive this information, please include 
the word STOP at the end of your text message. 
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OmniMount is behind your flat panel — and you 

With over 30 years experience, you can trust that OmniMount is the best mounting solution 
for your panel — and the best brand choice for you. From the smallest speaker to the largest 
flat panel and everything in between, OmniMount products maximize the home cinema 
experience. Plus we are dedicated to providing the highest level of customer support 
making us a brand you can believe in. Want to find out more? Visit omnimount.com anytime. 
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Flat Panel 

Home Cinema 

Speaker Stands 


Wall 

Pack 


Projector 

OmniMount it a rogittorod 
trademark of OmniMount 

Mounts 

Furniture 

& Mounts 

Furniture 

Systems 

Mounts 

Syatomi. Inc 02010 
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Rob Barbers Bodyboard School - Bodyboardinq Coachi 


Rob Barber, www.robbarber.com 


united 


nternet 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 


0871 641 21 21 


Calls cost 6p per minute from a BT landline, calls 
from other operators and mobiles may be higher. 


’’Online Success starts with a good web host. 

I started with 1&1 back in 2000 with a small 
MS Home package. Since then my website and 
business have grown with the help of 1&1. They 
are a sturdy and reliable web host that you can 
really depend on. They understand the importance 
of your business website and provide 24/7 support 
to give you that extra peace of mind." 










Special oilers available as of 01/05/2010 and lor a limited time only. Web hosting 
packages at special price of £10 for first year, regular price second year. 24 month minimum 
contract term applies. Save up to £325.88 - based on the MS Professional Package. 

Terms and Conditions appjy, please see website for further details. Prices exclude VAT. 
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Celebrating 10 years in the UK this year, 1&1 Internet lyfs ^ 
become the UK's leading web host offering innovativ^ 
products at competitive prices without compromising^ 
quality or reliability, making the internet more accessible' 
and enabling our customers to use the latest web hosting^., 
products. To celebrate our anniversary and give you the 

• J/jJ/ // . ^ ' 

chance to have a successful website, we are now offering -- _ 
all our web hosting packages at an amazing price! 


All 1&1 Hosting Packages 
from Beginner to Professional! 


£Lr j 


T 


ITH 1JMT 


.com, .net, .org, .eu Domains now only £5.99 for 1 year! 1 


or visit us now 


www.1and1.co.uk 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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is guided through a 
stylish hi-tech makeover by its proud owner 
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Kit Checklist 

Pioneer: 60in KRP-600A plasma, 
media receiver and bracket 
Pioneer: SC-LX71 amplifier 
Pioneer: BDP-LX91 Blu-ray player 
Monitor Audio: Silver RX centre 
Monitor Audio: Radius 270 fronts 
Monitor Audio: Radius 180 rears 
Monitor Audio: AW12 Sub 
Virgin Media: V+ set-top box 
Sony: PlayStation 3 
Spectral: Catena cabinets, 
wall-hung 

Belkin: 8-port Ethernet hub out to 
50Mb broadband 
Apple: Mac and HP PC Multimedia 
servers (upstairs) 
Chord: Active Silver Plus 10m cable 


L ong-time HCC reader Chris 
England reckons his cinema 
room has an AV claim to fame 
- its Pioneer KRP-600A screen was 
one of the last ones ever sold. 

Pitched as being 'more than the 
enthusiast piecing bits together and 
less than the full-blown dedicated 
home cinema’, this front-room 
facelift shows just what can be 
achieved on a relatively small budget. 
‘The total cost of this project was just 
over £17,000,’ says Chris, 'I think this 
is a price point which is more realistic 
for the home cinema living room.’ 

Having recently bought the new 
property, Chris immediately decided 
to change the traditional old- 
fashioned living room into a modern 
space that reflects his view of how 
homes are transforming. 'I believe the 
new house feature of the future won't 
be a fireplace, but how well-suited 
the living room is for entertainment: 
movies, games, music, on-demand 
facilities, etc,’ he told HCC. 

With the aid of his local branch 
of AV experts Sevenoaks Sound and 
Vision, Chris set about completely 
redesigning the room. The company’s 
involvement stretched beyond 
recommending kit and planning 
the project, to AV wiring and even 
installing a false wall, which 
accommodates the Monitor Audio 
speakers, contains all of the cabling 
and houses the legendary Pioneer 
screen. And while the existing budget 
didn’t allow for a projector, the room 
is pre-wired for one and a screen, 
which he hopes to add in the future. 

Chris is also full of praises for the 
Sevenoaks team for going ’beyond 
the realms of a standard job' and 
making the custom speaker covers 
to perfectly match the new wall. 


White out: Chris' viewing room 
has a clean, contemporary feel 
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A Before the change 

The old room as it originally was,’ 
says the owner Chris, 'was very 
much a typical show home, with 
a carpet, fireplace, pictures, etc.’ 

B Fake wall 

With the decision made to give the 
room a hi-tech makeover, the first 
step was to create a false wall 
to embed the hidden speakers 
and hang the Pioneer plasma 

C Wired for sound 

In addition to recommending kit, 
the Reading branch of Sevenoaks 
Sound and Vision were heavily 
involved with the build, including 
the AV wiring 

D Room to improve 

The speaker holes are designed 
to take much larger cabinets 
- Chris is already toying with 
the idea of upgrading 

E Ready for action 

With the wall finished and painted, 
all that remained to be done 
was to install the hardware 
and the Spectral Catena floating 
cabinets 


F Only the best will do 

Ensuring that he gets the very best 
from his collection of Blu-rays, DVDs 
and CDs, Chris opted for Pioneer's 
BDP-LX91 disc-spinner - winner of 
the coveted Reference Status badge 
back in HCC #167 

G Pioneer spirit 

While plans are in place to upgrade 
the amp in the future (Chris has 
found the LX82 ’very tempting’), 
it’s not a major concern at the 
moment, as the Pioneer SC-LX71 
he currently uses still ‘sounds 
amazing’ 

H Bigger is better 

Chris is using Monitor Audio Radius 
speakers for the fronts and rears 
from his previous set up. The centre 
and subwoofer were upgraded, 
though, as this room is too big for 
the models he previously owned 
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Get set for the World Cup 

at home this Summer and 


Experience the Magic 



DLA-HD990 front projector 
is shown - THX approved and 
featuring 70,000:1 native ratio 
and 120Hz Clear Motion Drive 


With the latest stunning HD 
designs from JVC, including 
the very latest DLA-HD990, 
DLA-HD950 and DLA-HD550 
^ models, we have the finest 
projectors on demonstration. 
So call in, talk to us and get 
the bigger picture. 
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CEDIA 


CEDIA 

.INSTALLERS 
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£ - 0 ' l. r r 




Award Winning Luxury Home Cinemas 
and Multi Room Systems 


Control © 


ZWa O»C«ES7T?0frf 

kaJeldescnpe 


08450 94 93 95 
Wimbledon, London 
www. beyondthei nvisible.com 



INTEGRATION 
AWARDS 020 


definitions 


• Bespoke home cinema projection rooms 

• True high definition plasma and led tv 

• Multi-room audio, video and satellite 

• Integrated lighting and control systems 

• Telephone & computer networks 

• Creative audiovisual interior design 


Definitions are the leading designer and 
installer of high definition home cinema 
and home automation systems 
in the Yorkshire region. 


Projects range from discrete 
plasma TV systems, to automated 
projection home cinema rooms. 


nee BUNCO 

ARTCOUSTIC 


01484 713996 

www.definitions.uk.com 

PO Box 123, Brig house. West Yorkshire 


CEDIA 


glistening 

rooms l’-7 



******* 

NOW 

CELEBRATING 

OUR 

20TH YEAR 

★★★★★★★ 


161 Old Brompton Road, London SW5 OU 
T: 020 7244 7759 F: 020 7370 0192 


Disciplines 1 , 3,4,5,6 
W: www.theiisteningrooms.com 
E: info@thelisteningrooms.com 




Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration 6 Satellite 

More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 









































NORTHERN 


IRELAND 


Kronos 

V^AUDO VISUAL 


8-9 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon, 
Co.Tyrone BT70 I AN 
Tel. (048) 028 8775 3404 
Fax. (048) 028 877S 1004 
•mall davldQkrortoMv.co.uk 
website www.kronosav.co.uk 


Hi-Fi - Home Cinema 
- Multi-Room Audio 
and Video - Lighting 
and Control Systems — 
Plasma and Projector 
Systems 


Li. 


A 


INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, 

Hampton Wick, 

Kingston Upon Thames 
KT14DA 
T: 0208 9433530 
F: 0208 9434509 
www.infidelity.co.uk 
Contact: Simon Bylcs 



Disciplines 

infidelity are founder members of 
CEDIA UK and are intensively 
involved in the various forms of 
Custom Installation including 
Lurron lighting control systems. 
Multiroom Audio and Visual and 
Home Cinema systems. We provide 
(omplete support from the mital 
planning to a personalised after sales 
service, if you want to have an 
indecently good home automation 
system. 


LIVING ENTERTAINMENT 




Discover We very best in 
Home Enlertelnmenl 
technology, together with the 
most stunning instellation 
solutions at Musical Images. 

London and the South-East's 
premier Home Enterteinment 
specialist. 


Winner ot three prestigious 
Home Cinema Clwica 
“Best Installation ot the Year" 

Awards. Mo one knows more 
about Home Entertainment 
then Musical Images! 

BECKENHAM BRAN(> vXf 

126 High Street Beckenham. Kent BR3 1ED 

Tel: 020 8663 3777 \i.J 

COVENT GARDEN BRANCH ') ( 

18 Monmouth Street Covent Garden, London WC2H 9H BJ 

Tel: 020 7497 1346 

EDGWARE BRANCH X 

173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 7JX ■ * *• 

Tel: 020 8952 5535 t ■» * 




2nd Floor 
530 Durham Road 
Low Fell 
Gateshead 
Tyne & Wear 
NE9 6HU 

Telephone 0191 4914141 
info@dsegroup.co.uk 


group 


creating intelligent homes 


The North East's only design and install specialist. 


www.dsegroup co.uk 


Disciplines 1,4.5.6 


CEDIA 



Oran™ 


Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 
Specialists 

020 7924 2040 

laid: wr»agr».lca»fitii»kcin.net 



41 ttrbtn Kuatf. Ife'trrws. SY* 11 6K\ 

hhb .uandlhin.co.uk 



Home Automation & Multi-Room Specialists 



E3 01892 860801 
Thx~ www.progressive-av.com 


Any song, 
any room, 
at the touch 
of a button 


CEDIA is an established trade association of experienced 
companies that integrate entertainment, telephone, computer, 
heating, light and security systems in your home 



Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration 6 Satellite 

More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 






































32 GET YOUR KIT OUT 


Certified: AV-holic! 


Every issue, HCC readers invite you to take 
a tour of their beloved home cinema setup... 






Each to their own: 

Stephen apparently 
loves the technical and 
equipment side of AV; 

Julie just enjoys 
watching the movies 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema system featured in 
the pages of Home Cinema 
Choice ? If so, log on to www. 
homecinemachoice.com/avholic 
where you’ll find all the 
information you need. 


Introduce yourselves... 

Stephen Hepburn 39, Julie 
Hepburn 38. 

And you’re AV-holics? 

Yes! We watch movies all the 
time when we are not working. 
We can't get terrestrial 
TV where we live and we 
haven't invested in satellite 
so the cinema meets all 
our movie needs. 

What's in your setup? 

A Mitsubishi HC5500 projector, 
Arcam AVR350 amplifier, a 
custom-built 92in DRH screen 
and a Panasonic DMP-BD55 
Blu-ray player. The speakers 
are Mission 751s for the fronts 
and Mission M-Cubes for 
the surrounds, rears and sub. 
What will be your next 
equipment purchase? 

Well, our dream is to have 
a house where we can have 
a dedicated cinema room. 

The first bit of kit would be 
to upgrade the amplifier to 
an Arcam AVR600 or Arcam 
AV888/P777 pre/power combi. 
Better start saving! 


How much have you spent on 
your AV habit over the years? 

Between £4-£5K. Our current 
setup utilizes old hi-fi 
equipment (the Mission 751s) 
and in AV terms the rest of 
the equipment, except the 
Panasonic DMP BD55, were old 
models so could be purchased 
new for a reasonable price. 
What’s your current fave disc? 
We'll watch anything from 
world cinema to zombie movies. 
We're currently In the process of 
collecting our favourite movies 
on Blu-ray. Our pick at the 
moment is Kill Bill 1 & 2. 

Are you excited about 3D? 

Not really. We've both been 
disappointed when watching 
3D films at the cinema. We've 
seen Up and Avatar, in many 
ways the 3D distracted from 
the films - as we were sat 
waiting for the 3D effects which 
only disappointed - and we 
both ended up with headaches! 
We're going to watch both 
films again without the 3D, 
on our own cinema 


Room essentials 

A 92in bigscreen 

The projector screen was 
custom-made by DRH once 
the room had been measured 

B Turn it up! 

The Hepburns admit that the 
acoustics of their cinema/living 
room aren't great. 'But as we 
live in the middle of a glen on 
the West coast of Scotland we 
can play it as loud as we want!' 

C LCD beamer 

A Mitsubishi HC5500 is in 
charge of projection duties 

D, E Problem solved 

Arcam's AVR350 doesn't 
feature HD audio decoders, so 
it's hooked up to the Panasonic 
DMP-BD55 Blu-ray by the 
latter's 7.1 analogue outputs 
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Life's better when everything works together 




Imagine having one remote that can: 

• control your home theater and dim the lights as the 
opening credits roll 

• turn off all the TVs in the house when the kids are 
supposed to be doing their homework 

• alert you that you left the garage door open, which 
you can close from the computer in your office 

• manage your lights, window blinds and thermostats 
to reduce your energy bills 

• monitor your door locks, lights and security cameras 
for a little extra peace of mind 



Control (J) 


www.control4.com 


email: emea@control4.com 


tel:+44(0)1347 812300 


I 



Bowers&Wilkins 



Fall back in love 
with music 


CM Series. Imagine sound so detailed, so 
startlingly lifelike, that you feel as though you could 
reach out and touch it. That’s what happens with 
a CM Series speaker. Each is packed with high- 
performance technologies made famous by our 
reference-standard 800 Series. It’ll bring you closer 
to the music you love than you ever thought possible. 
Listen and you’ll see. 


Find out more about the CM Series at 

www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk 










IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


AWARDS 2010 35 


Digital Entertainment 


BESTBUY 

AWARDS 


f y he golden Starman takes to the 
stage once again, as Home Cinema 
Choice honours the finest 
AV hardware in the land. Over the 
past 12 months our reviewers have 
assessed an avalanche of gear in a 
ceaseless search for the best players, 
displays, projectors, speakers, AVRs 
and more. What follows is the cream 
of that crop. Performance, value for 
money and innovation have all 
played their part. Now you can play 
yours. Welcome to the Home Cinema 
Choice Best Buy Awards, 2010... 
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Samsung LE32B650 

Winner: Best TV 32in and under 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 

One of the UK’s best-selling 32in screens, this CCFL-backlit 
LCD offers solid black levels (for great contrast) and excellent 
all-round video performance, making it ideal for both 
standard- and hi-def sources. Typically priced at £600 
or less, its four HDMI vl.3 sockets offer plenty of system 
setup opportunities, and the design is a delight. 






Digital Entertainment 




For a 32in TV, the £460 LH4000 
was as cheap as chips even 
when it was first reviewed. 

You’d never know, considering 
its classy aesthetics and tidy 
picture performance. 


JVC LT-32WX50EU 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 

As thin as a member of Girls 
Aloud, and, at £2,500, almost 
as expensive to entertain, this 
LCD stunner is actually a 
monitor. But as it’s aimed at the 
Cl market, that’s fine with us. 
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Samsung’s £1,800 UE40C7000 may be grabbing all the 
headlines because of its 3D compatibility, but an ability 
to travel into the third dimension is only one of its many 


talents. Indeed, the most impressive cannon in its arsenal 
is its access to online content via the company’s lnternet@TV 
app store, including LoveFilm and iPlayer video-on-demand 
support. A Freeview HD tuner and superlative LED-lit picture 

performance make this a category leader. 


Also nominated... 

Panasonic TX-P42S10 
First Reviewed: HCC #177 

Full HD plasmas have long 
been the screens of choice for 
cinephiles, with their excellent 
blacks and fast responses. 
This is our current 42in fave 
- yours for £750 or less. 


LG42SL9000 

First Reviewed: HCC #178 

LED-backlit, this one-grand 
42incher gets the basics right 
with its excellent pictures, 
and offers some of the most 
impressive calibration controls 
we’ve ever seen. 


Sony KDL-40EX503 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 

A Freeview HD TV tuner and 
a full complement of internet 
apps are the tantalising 
features of this splendid £900 
40in LCD TV - Sony is back 
at the top of its game. 



J 
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JL Winner: Best TV 46in and over 
First Reviewed: HCC #171 

Bold, ambitious and revolutionary, Philips steals our bigscreen 
TV trophy with the world’s first 21:9 aspect ratio TV - a 
genuine game-changer in the display market. Able to show 
high-impact widescreen movie images without black-bar 
compromise, Cinema 21:9 is the only option if you truly want 
to create a cinematic TV-viewing experience in the home. 

The £4,500 CCFL-backlit original will get an LED makeover 
at this year’s IFA expo - and just for fun the company is 
throwing in 3D compatibility, too. Highly recommended. 


Also nominated... 

Panasonic TX-P46Z1 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 

Priced at £4,300, Panasonic’s 
Z1 won’t, perhaps, sell like hot 
cakes. But its Wireless Full HD 
capabilities are a glimpse 
of a welcome future that 
we should all embrace. 


Sony KDL-46Z5800 
First Reviewed: HCC #177 

Sony has proven with the 
46Z5800 that there’s life in 
CCFL backlighting yet. This 
Freesat-enabled set has 200Hz 
picture processing, and offers a 
lot of inches for its £1,900 tag. 


Panasonic TX-P65V10B 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 

A weighty monster of a screen, 
Panasonic’s £4,500 Full HD 
65in plasma TV offers excellent 
contrast levels and a Freesat 
HD tuner. You’ll have to 
reinforce the walls, though. 
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just eXQuisite... 

The award-winning XQ Series now offers excellent value 
on carefully matched home theatre systems. You can save 
up to £549.97 when you buy a complete system. 


XQAV50 

Bought separately: £5549.96 
System price: £4999.99 
Customer saving £549.97 

XQ40 Floorstander 1 Pair 
XQ30 Bookshelf 1 Pair 
XQ50c Centre 
XQ60b Subwoofer 



XQAV40 

Bought separately: £5049.96 
System price: £4499.99 
Customer saving £549.97 

XQ40 Floorstander 1 Pair 
XQ20 Bookshelf 1 Pair 
XQ50c Centre 
XQ60b Subwoofer 



XQAV30 

Bought separately: £3699.96 
System price: £3299.99 
Customer saving £399.97 

XQ30 Floorstander 1 Pair 
XQ10 Bookshelf 1 Pair 
XQ50c Centre 
HTB2SE Subwoofer 


* 
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XQAV10 

Bought separately: £2999.96 
System price: £2699.99 
Customer saving £299.97 

XQl 0 Bookshelf 2 Pairs 
XQ50c Centre 
FITB2SE Subwoofer 


www.kef.com 


CP Acoustics (UK) Ltd. Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME1 5 6QP 
Telephone: +44 1622 672 261 Fax: +44 1622 750 655 
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LG BD390 

Winner: Best Disc Player £350 and under 
First Reviewed: HCC #174 
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More than just a disc-spinner, LG’s BD390 has changed the 
perception of what a Blu-ray player can do. Combining top- 
drawer HD disc playback with the ability to play and stream 
other media files (including HD MKVs), it’s a multimedia 

Bonuses such as integrated Wi-Fi, 7.1 analogue 
and brisk loading times add icing to the cake. Typically 
at £290, this model effectively moved LG into pole 
in the mainstream Blu-ray market. A worthy winner. 




Also nominated... 

Panasonic DMP-BD85 
First Reviewed: HCC #180 
Panasonic’s £300 deck is at 
the very top of the company’s 
range, at least until its 3D 
offering arrives. Its internet and 
DLNA abilities are impressive, 
as is its command of BD video. 


Samsung 8D-C6900 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 
The first 3D-capable Blu-ray 
deck we’ve seen, Samsung’s 
£350 BD-C6900 almost 
matches the LG BD390 in 
media-playing prowess and 
adds 3D BD compatibility. 


Sony PlayStation 3 Slim 
First Reviewed: HCC #174 

It may not have the best AV 
performance, but the re-jigged 
£250 PS3 Slim is so abundant 
in features and abilities that 
it's an essential addition to any 
home cinema setup. 
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The BDP-S760 proudly dispenses with the bells and 
whistles found on many of its peers in favour of getting the 
basics right. There’s no video-streaming, for instance, 
just an ability to display JPEG picture files, but as that is to 
the benefit of superlative video and audio performance, 
we’re more than happy with the trade-off. Indeed, when 
it was reviewed, we called it ‘a reference machine for 

\ the budget-conscious’ - attributable to its £380 price 

point - and we still'stand by that today. 


Sony BDP-S760 

Winner: Best Disc Player over £350 
First Reviewed: HCC #176 



Also nominated... 

Denon DBP-4010UD 
First Reviewed: HCC #179 

Denon’s £1,900 BD deck is much 
like a cut-down version of 
the company’s incredible 
DVD-A1UD, and, like its bigger 
brother, adds SACD and DVD-A 
playback to the Blu-ray party. 


/VCHO I 


CD -*■ 


x /7 


Marantz BD7004 
First Reviewed: HCC #179 

The BD7004’s price point of 
£700 is predominantly justified 
by its excellent audio 
performance, but its video 
playback and build quality 
are equally as impressive. 


Pioneer BDP-LX52 
First Reviewed: HCC #176 
Positioned primarily as 
a player for those with an 
LX-branded Pioneer amp, 
the £500 LX52 swaps 
multichannel audio outputs 
for tasty sound and pictures. 
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Surround yourself 
with sound, not wires: 

it could only be Yamaha 


! v 

★ ★★★★ 

Yamaha YSP-4100 
January 2010 


HOT BUY 


In a single, discrete unit, multiple speakers, each 
controlled by intelligent amplifiers and DSP, projecting 
beams of sound onto walls, floors and ceilings to create 
a totally convincing, three-dimensional audio picture. 
Easy to install with IntelliBeam automated calibration 
and no visible wiring or redecorating needed, it's the 
surround system your home would choose. 

Discover more at uk.yamaha.com 


YSP4100 Digital Surround Projector 




av-hi-fi 


Yow^r^J by HUS/C 


Yamaha YSP-4100 
January 2010 



February 2010 


CINEMA • 


SYAMAHA 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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Samsung HT-BD1255 


Winner: Best Home Cinema System k 
F irst Reviewed: HCC #179 ^ 

Samsung’s high-value £500 HT-BD1255 features four 
tall-boy surround speakers, a tidy centre channel and a 170W 
passive subwoofer, plus a fully-specc’ed Profile 2.0 Blu-ray 
deck/AV receiver. There’s even an iPod dock thrown in for 
good measure. And its sonic performance punches well 
above its weight. If you’re looking for an all-in-one solution, 

this should be your first stop! 


Also nominated... 

Pioneer LX01BD 
First Reviewed: HCC #169 

Compact and bijou, the Pioneer 
LX01BD is a high-design 
concept with exemplary audio 
abilities. Its Profile 1.1 BD deck is 
tailored with the purist in mind, 
as is its £2,000 price tag. 


LG HB354BS 
First Reviewed: HCC #178 
LG's 2.1 (stereo speakers and 
subwoofer) Blu-ray system is 
ideal for a second room or for 
those looking to keep their 
main viewing room tidy. 

At £400, it’s a stylish steal. 
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| KEF C Series AV5 

JL Winner: Best Speaker System under £2,000 
First Reviewed: HCC #179 
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For £900, KEF’s 5.1 system - a combination of floorstanding 
fronts and diminutive surrounds - is a solid gold bargain. 
Each speaker is beautifully built, and their aluminium dome 
tweeters sing as sweet a song as many rivals costing twice 
as much. The C4 subwoofer, with its long-throw 8in driver, 
blends with the package superbly, and is surprisingly musical 
to boot. A brilliant set from a brand to be reckoned with. 



up* 
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Also nominated... 

Focal JMLab Dome 5.1 
First Reviewed: HCC #178 

Beautifully designed, both 
aesthetically and acoustically, 
the one-and-a-half grand Dome 
5.1 package from Focal JMLab 
is as meaty as it is cute. And we 
love the curvy subwoofer. 



Monitor Audio Vector AV 
First Reviewed: HCC #176 
This dinky, wall-mountable 
compact 5.1 system offers 
huge scale and separation 
for its tiny £650 price tag. 
Its innovative finish makes 
it look more pricey still. 



Vibe Monolith/Omlcron 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 
Space-age design and startling 
potency make this £1,900 
Vibe 5.1 setup well worth an 
audition. 'A very good-looking 
designer system with real 
muscle,’ was our verdict. 
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Bowers & Wilkins 

CM Series 


Winner: Best Speaker System £2,000-£5,000 

First Reviewed: HCC #179 


This Bowers & Wilkins 5.1 system certainly delivers when it 
comes to high-end components. Nautilus-derived tweeters? 

Check. Kevlar cones? Check. Indeed, as the Nautilus tech is 
also found in speakers costing around £55,000 a pair, the CM 
Series’ £4,250 ticket is a steal - even more so considering the 
remarkable placement, fabulous clarity and deep bass 
response the entire package delivers. 


Also nominated... 


Cabasse i02 System 
First Reviewed: HCC #180 


Mission 79 Series 
First Reviewed: HCC #171 


Teufel System 8 THX Ultra2 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 


There’s something very 1950s 
sci-fi movie about this Cabasse 
sub/sat’s looks, yet its tasty 
audio performance comes 
from bang-up-to-the-minute 
technology. Bien fait! 


Gorgeous tonality and 
sophisticated looks make 
this £2,400 Mission 5.1 
system as capable with 
stereo music as it is with 
cinema bass-busters. 


Teufel’s THX Ultra2-certified 
speaker system costs a 
tempting £2,700, but we think 
its performance is worth a stack 
more. A fine hardcore AV 
performer for THX fans. 
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Pioneer EX Series 


iL Winner: Best Speaker System over £5,000 
First Reviewed: HCC #170 

This 5.1 array of Pioneer’s EX Series (using its S3, S4 and S8 
cabinets) is a reference-grade bargain - even at the lofty 
price of £11,000. Thanks to Coherent Source Transducer 
(CST) technology also found in the legendary TAD Rls, this 
system takes hi-res movie soundtracks and rewards you with 
beautiful imagery, pin-point accuracy and a soundscape so 
full of tiny detail you’ll crackle with delight. Simply brilliant. 


Also nominated... 

Boston Acoustics VS Series 
First Reviewed: HCC #173 
This exquisite-looking 5.1 
system offers an astonishingly 
posh, detailed sound for its 
£5,500 all-in, courtesy of an 
insane amount of cones and 
some deveriy designed cabinets. 


Paradigm Reference Signature 
First Reviewed: HCC #174 
Yes, ths 7.1 speaker package 
costs a great deal of money. 

But even that £19.5K price tag 
is justified by a super high-end 
performance that’ll blow you 
and your neighbour's socks off. 


KEF XQ 5.1 System 
First Reviewed: HCC #174 
British brand KEF has once 
again pulled out all the 
stops with its £5,050 XQ 
system. Its natural tone is 
so universally appealing, 
it’ll suit any setup. 
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Naim n-SUB 

Winner: Best Subwoofer 
First Reviewed: HCC #177 


// 

Xl ! 


The £1,600 Naim n-SUB is as pretty as a box of bass can be. 

Available in maple, cherry and black lacquer finishes, its 
tapered front and prominent control panel set it apart from 
many contemporaries. The panel isn’t just for show either, as 
it allows for fine control over gain, filter frequency and phase 
invert, ensuring that this subwoofer is an AV fiddler’s dream. 

■/"After-fui audition you certainly won’t forget the Naim... 


Also nominated... 

Amphion Impact 50 Or 
First Reviewed: HCC #169 
Beautiful and pure with its 
white finish, the £900 Amphion 
Impact 500 is definitely a sub 
for the style-conscious, but its 
bass performance is fast, tight 
and profound, too. 



Tannoy TS1201 
First Reviewed: HCC #179 

Beneath its sleek, stealthy 
styling, Tannoy’s £600 
TS1201 packs a 12in driver and 
a 500W amp, which explains 
the size and scope of the bass 
it can deliver. 


VelodyneSPL-1200 Ultra \ 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 
You can specify almost any 
coloured finish for Velodyne’s 
£1,400 SPL-1200 Ultra, but 
no matter the paint job, the 
low-frequency rumblings are 
always tight and powerful. 
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The cutting 
edge of sound 

DTS is at the forefront of surround sound technology. 
HCC reveals how the company is pioneering advanced 
audio formats and moving into exciting new areas 


EVERY HOME CINEMA FANATIC KNOWS THAT 

sound is half of the movie experience, and no 
company encompasses enthusiasm for cinema 
and domestic surround sound more than DTS. 
Founded in 1993, DTS developed a cinema sound 
system which added increased bandwidth and 
greater dynamic range to movie audio. It was 
launched to great acclaim with the release of 
Steven Spielberg's dinosaur epic Jurassic Park. 

In 1996, DTS introduced a version of its 
system for domestic use, initially on 
LaserDisc, and since 2008 the company has 
focused solely on the home entertainment 
market. Of course, it's the emergence of 
DVD and Blu-ray which has brought 
DTS to the attention of most home 
cinema fans. The lossless 
DTS-HD Master Audio 
format has become a 
default for BD software, 
and delivers a bit- 
accurate audio experience, 

Adding symmetry 

But DTS is not the kind of 
company to rest on its laurels, 


DTS formats decoded 


Up and away: 

Lossless audio 
adds even more 
fun to the 
Pixar mix 



and has developed a number of exciting new 
technologies to make the most of audio data 
in a wide range of listening environments. 

DTS Symmetry, for instance, will be popular 
with anyone who has ever jumped out of their skin 
at a sudden volume change in movie sound, online 
content, CD listening, or even voicemail. DTS 
Symmetry balances loudness levels between 
diverse multimedia sources on your computer, 
to give a much more pleasant volume level no 
matter what audio comes in or out. Another DTS 
product with PC and gaming applications is Neural 
Surround, which converts seamlessly between 
stereo and 5.1-channel audio, 
while DTS Surround Sensation 
UltraPC creates a virtual 
surround effect. Also new 
is DTS Boost, which offers 
listeners a dramatic increase 
in perceived loudness from 
laptop speakers. 

Consistently raising the 
bar in the world of home 
theatre, DTS looks set to 
continue delivering the movie 
experience in its purest form. 



DTS Express is designed for network 
streaming, broadcast and internet 
applications. Encoded at constant bitrates 
with up to 5.1 channels for Blu-ray disc, it’s 
commonly used on secondary audio tracks. 


Often featured on DVD releases, most DTS 
Digital Surround soundtracks consist 
of 5.1 channels, but can contain fewer; for 
instance DTS 4.0 can have discrete audio 
signals for center, left, and right channels, 
plus a mono signal common to the 
surrounds. It’s encoded at constant 
bitrates up to 1.509 Mbps. 


DTS-ES is used to deliver 6.1-channel 
audio, and is encoded at constant bitrates 
up to 1.509 Mbps. It includes two variants, 
DTS-ES Matrix and DTS-ES Discrete 6.1, 
depending on how the sound was 
originally mastered and stored. DTS-ES 
Matrix provides 5.1 discrete channels, with 
a matrixed center-surround audio channel. 
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DTS Digital Surround 96/24 offers 
high-quality multichannel audio on DVDs. 
Its 24bit depth means it can carry more 
audio information than 16bit CDs, 
and the 96KHz sampling rate can capture 
super high-frequencies. It’s encoded at 
constant bitrates above 1.509 Mbps. 


DTS-HD High Resolution is an optional 
surround sound format for Blu-ray, and an 
alternative to DTS-HD Master Audio where 
disc space is short. It’s encoded at 
constant bitrates above 1.509 Mbps and 
up to 6.0 Mbps for Blu-ray. 


Capable of delivering more than 7.1 
channels, DTS-HD Master Audio is 
bit-for-bit identical to the studio master. 
It's encoded at variable bitrates above 
1.509 Mbps, and up to 24.5 Mbps for 
Blu-ray. It can also downmix to 5.1 
and two-channel. 


Five of the best 
DTS soundtracks... 

The Lord of the Rings: The Motion 
Picture Trilogy 

DTS-HD Master Audio 6.1 
The new Lord of the Rings Blu-ray 
boxset is a real show-stopper when 
it comes to audio impact. Epic in scale, 
the mixes for all three films are 
bursting with spatial effects, booming 
LFE and immersive atmospherics. 


Up 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
The latest Pixar movie doesn’t just 
look great in hi-def, it also sounds 
superb thanks to the Blu-ray’s 
lossless 5.1 mix. The amount of fine 
detailing in the DTS-HD MA audio, 
from creaking floorboards to the squeak 
of balloons bumping in to each other, 
is simply breathtaking in its precision 
and clarity. 


Terminator Salvation: Director’s Cut 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
Epic dynamic range and an incredible 
sense of directional movement make 
you feel like you’re right there, doing 
battle with Skynet’s rampaging robots, 
in this sci-fi blockbuster sequel. 


Band of Brothers 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
The audio across this epic Spielberg- 
produced WWII TV series puts many 
film releases to shame. You’ll be diving 
for cover during the battle scenes as 
bullets fly past your head and 
explosions shake you off your chair. 


Fight Club: 10th Anniversary Edition 

DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
This amazing soundtrack hits home 
like Brad Pitt’s fist in your face, thanks 
to the punishing bass and highly 
aggressive sonic steering. Yet, 
incredibly, the accomplished mix 
doesn’t lose track of the subtleties 
that exist within the aural assault. 


efts 


Cits HD 

High Resolution Audio 


Digital Surround 
96/24 
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jf Onkyo TX-NR807 

JL Winner: Best AV Receiver/Amplifier under £1,000 
First Reviewed: HCC #176 

Onkyo has recently cemented its domination over the AV 
receiver market by providing astonishingly well-specified kit at 
attractive price points, and the 7.2-channel TX-NR807 is no 
exception. Costing £800, it features no fewer than six HDMI 
inputs, onboard video upscaling - to 1080p - and decoders 
for the extra front-channel processing formats Audyssey DSX 
and Dolby ProLogic Hz. Additionally, it can stream ’net radio j 
stations via a direct connection, and music files from your J 

home PC. Not to mention its bombastic audio abilities. Jr 


::: ihx 


DUD/BD 

THX Cinena sf~. 
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Also nominated... 

Sony STR-DH800 
First Reviewed: HCC #178 

For the absolutely bargain 
price of £350, Sony has 
crammed a lot of home cinema 
technology into its STR-DH800, 
including all the HD audio 
decoders you need. 


Yamaha RX-V2065 
First Reviewed: HCC #179 
Top-flight sonic performance 
is the order of the day for 
Yamaha’s brilliant RX-V2065. 
This £850 AVR delivers a 
wonderful, natural soundscape 
with all movie flavours. 
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Onkyo TX-NR3007 

Winner: Best AV Receiver/Amplifier £l > 000-£2,000 

First Reviewed: HCC #177 

This high-end AVR packs so much tech it’s a surprise that it 
doesn’t bulge at the sides, including a 9.2 configuration at 
200W per channel, Audyssey DSX and Dolby ProLogic llz 
processing, and a HQV Reon VX processor for deftly 
upscaling video up to 1080p. There’s also DLNA 1.5 streaming 
and compatibility with Windows 7. But it’s the 3007’s 
frighteningly realistic expertise with hi-res soundtracks that 
makes it worth every penny of its £1,700 ticket. 



Also nominated... 

Pioneer SC-LX82 
First Reviewed: HCC #175 
As sexy as it is capable, the 
ICE-powered £1,900 LX82 
offers a punchy, highly detailed 
soundfield, THX Ultra2 Plus 
certification and sonic tuning 
by AIR studios. 


Denon AVR-4310 
First Reviewed: HCC #173 
Denon’s £1,900 4310 was the 
world's first DSX-capable AVR, 
and had us all moving our rear 
surround speakers to the front. 
The sound it creates is huge, 
potent and powerful. 
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Denon AVR-4810 

Winner: Best AV Receiver/Amplifier over £2,000 
First Reviewed: HCC #179 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 



Digital Entertainment 
-\ 


Denon’s flagship AVR, costing £2,800, is a true behemoth 
in a world of mere monsters. Offering nine channels at 140W 
per channel (and capable of running an 11.3 system if you’re 
mad enough) it certainly packs a punch - and it’s more 
than capable of a decent kick in the nether regions, to boot. 
Add in the lengthy feature set (including six-in, two-out 
HDMI, integrated Wi-Fi, four-zone multiroom and direct ^ 
hookup to Napster) and you have a home cinema 
component to be reckoned with. 




Also nominated... 

Arcam AVR600 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 
With aesthetics that set it apart 
from the AVR norm, the £3,500 
AVR600isaproductof 
thousands of hours of love and 
attention from truly dedicated 
aural boffins. 


AudioControl Concert AVR-1 
First Reviewed: HCC #178 
AudioControl’s six-grand 
Concert AVR-1 is pure American 
muscle in every way possible. 

If bold and brash is your bag, 
this is the high-end receiver 
for you. 


0nkyoTX-NR5007 
First Reviewed: HCC #180 
At the top of Onkyo’s extensive 
AV receiver range towers 
the £2,200 TX-NR5007 
- a feature-packed master 
of home cinema sonics, with 
excellent video upscaling 


vJ 
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| Panasonic PT-AE400CT 

jL Winner: Best Projector £5,000 and under 
First Reviewed: HCC #177 






The latest in a long line of award-winning LCD projectors, the 
PT-AE4000 lists a new colour and contrast-boosting red-rich 
lamp amongst its many improvements. A host of enhanced 
picture processing features are also on offer, as are two 
12V triggers for those with automated screens. And while 
Panasonic is focusing on the ‘prosumer’ with this home 
cinema-centric Full HD projector, its tasty price of £2,500 
keeps it in the realms of affordability. Nice! 


Also nominated... 

Epson EH-TW5500 Optoma ThemeScene HD82 

First Reviewed: HCC #181 First Reviewed: HCC #173 


Vivitek H1085 

First Reviewed: HCC #179 


Epson’s £4K LCD projector 
matches no-nonsense design 
with well thought-out 
and meticulously-crafted 
features, resulting in a superb 
bigscreen proposition. 


Optoma’s Full HD PJ hits 
the same price point as the 
Panasonic, yet utilises DLP 
technology rather than LCD. 
Its black levels are excellent, 
and colours are bold as brass. 


Vivitek’s £1K HI 085 DLP 
projector offers considerable 
value-for-money, thanks to 
its Full HD 1080p resolution, 
12V trigger, rich colours and 
ISF-calibration controls. 
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JVC DLA 


I Winner: Best Projector over £5,000 
W First Reviewed: HCC # 179 

JVC seems to outdo itself with each iteration of its D-ILA 
projection technology, with the latest chipset allowing for 
market-leading black levels and colour rendition. We found 
the £6,000 HD950 capable of offering truly astounding 
pictures, with a sense of depth not normally seen this side of 
£10K. It also boasts a set of calibration controls so varied and 
intuitive that they’ll keep tweakers and perfectionists amused 
(rather than bemused) for days. To see one is to want one! 


Also nominated... 

projectiondesign avielo optix 
First Reviewed: HCC #170 
Costing £23,000, the avielo 
optix is not going to suit 
everybody’s budget, but it is a 
truly reference-grade three-chip 
DLP projector for those with the 
wonga to spend. 


SIM2 Grand Cinema C3X1080 
First Reviewed: HCC #169 
Like the avielo, this beast 
costs a weighty £23,000, yet it 
boasts pictures to suit its pricey 
pomposity. Its video 
performance is similarly 
of a reference standard. 


Sony VPL-VW85 
First Reviewed: HCC #174 
At £5,400 Sony’s SXRD 
projector is comparatively 
inexpensive amongst such 
heavyweights, but its pictures 
hold enough punch to satisfy 
the more budget-conscious. 
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Also nominated... 


Cabasse i02 System 
First Reviewed: HCC #180 


‘The Martians are coming!’ 
Actually, they’re not, it’s just 
the exquisite ‘50s B-movie 
I t looks of these 
extraordinary 


Winner: Design Excellence Award 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 


Technologically, the 
£4,300 Panasonic TX-P46Z1 
is a force to be reckoned with. 
With its high-performance 
NeoPDP panel and Wireless 
HD functionality it takes 
plasma TV to a new level. But 
it’s the set’s design sensibility 
which really wows. Built to 
impress, it can be considered 
the standard-bearer for the 
new wave of modernistic TV. 


Bowers & Wilkins Panorama 
First Reviewed: HCC #172 


Bowers & Wilkins never does 
things by halves, and when the 
company added a soundbar to 
its speaker line-up, it made sure 
that the end result embraced 
a high-end design aesthetic. 
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DENON 



360° of perfection 


CARA by Der 


ion 



CARA by Denon: Blu-ray Disc/DVD-Surround-Receiver. // At Denon, we don’t like compromises. 
And we know you don't, either. So when setting out to create a 360° solution for home entertainment, 
we integrated high-end components only: A top-of-the-range Blu-ray Disc drive mechanism, AL24 
Processing, Compressed Audio Restorer, Audyssey Dynamic Volume and many more. Speaker 
flexibility, ease of use and connectivity? All in. And all hidden in a sleek design that graces any room. 
The result matches our idea of perfection. Does it match yours? Find out at your local dealer or at 
www.denon.co.uk 





'T 
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HIDDEN DOORS 
Design that beautifies 
connectivity. 


Denon is a Trademark or regis'ered Trademark of D&M Holdings, Inc. 
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Digital Entertainment 


LG NAS N2B 

Winner: Best AV NAS Product It 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 


LG’s debut home entertainment server takes 
the nascent NAS market in a whole new 
direction. The world’s first NAS with an 
integrated Blu-ray drive, it allows you to archive 
off your media content onto high-capacity 
Blu-ray media. The fact that this £380 DLNA- 
compliant unit is also whisper quiet and easy to 
use makes it a great choice for anyone looking 
to expand their network AV entertainment. 
Forward thinking and truly impressive. 


- 


Also nominated... 


While servers are generally 
hidden away in a cupboard 
somewhere, the £350 
NHM4010 looks good 
enough to be on display. 


XiVA musicm8 

First Reviewed: HCC #180 


This £800 lovely combines 
a speedy CD ripper with 
a 1TB DLNA media server 
that also offers internet 
access wherever you 
happen to be. 


Linksys by Cisco 
NHM4010 Media Hub 


First Reviewed: HCC #172 



Winner: Best Media Streamer 
First Reviewed: HCC #180 


There are few media streamers that offer 
rock-solid compatibility with as wide 
a range of file types as the WDTV Live. 
The first network-enabled version of 
'Western Digital's streamer family, it combines an elegant user interface 
(with cover art browsing and video clip preview window) with plug and 
play simplicity. For just £120 it’s an ideal way to deliver sound and vision 

into your living room system. 


Also nominated... 

A.C.Ryan PlayOn! HD 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 

This brand is creating quite a 
splash with its Play On! Models. 
Extensive file support and local 
storage ability make this model 
well worth investigating. Priced 
from £135. 


HD Digitech HDX-1000 
First Reviewed: HCC #176 

Move over Popcorn Hour. 

With a heavy-grade chassis, 
the £190 HDX-1000 is the 
best-built of all the streamer/ 
NAS devices based on Syabas’ 
acclaimed NMT middleware. 


Iomega ScreenPlay Director HD 
First Reviewed: HCC #181 

Costing £170, the ScreenPlay 
Director HD can play a healthy 
array of file types both locally 
and remotely. And it has space 
to fit an 

I HDD of up 

to 2TB in 
storage size. 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE AWARDS 2010 









IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


AWARDS 2010 59 



Digital Entertainment 


nasonic DMR-BS850 


Winner : Best Digital Recorder 
W . First Reviewed: HCC #170 


OO^ilur- 


Also nominated... 

Sagem DTR67500T 
First Reviewed: HCC #173 

Sporting a 500GB HDD and 
1080p upscaling via HDMI, 
this £180 Freeview PVR is a cut 
above the norm. It even lets 
you dub recordings onto an 
external storage device. 


- 777 ' 


Virgin Media V+ HD 
First Reviewed: HCC #170 
The new Samsung edition 
of Virgin Media’s V+ HD PVR 
(£49, plus subscription) is 
quieter, faster and all-round 
funkier than the standard 
version it’s replacing. 


A hefty price tag - £1,000 on 
launch - was not enough to dull 
our enthusiasm for Panasonic’s 
first Blu-ray recorder. Its 500GB 
hard drive and twin Freesat 
tuners let you store plenty of 
hi-def programming, but it's the 
ability to then dub the whole lot 
onto a Blu-ray disc that really 
sets this recorder apart from the 
crowd. And this year Panasonic 
is expanding its range of BD 
recorders to offer two models 
featuring Freeview HD tuners, so 
you won’t need a dish to join in 
all the HD dubbing fun! 




anny Tack 

Winner: Hall oi Fame 


As Technical Director of Philips, 
Danny Tack has been a driving force behind 
many of the company’s breakthroughs and 
unique television concepts since 1981, 
including the groundbreaking Cinema 21:9 
TV and Philips' Ambilight technology. He’s 
also the mastermind behind Philips' 
advanced picture processing codes. 
Welcome to our Hall of Fame, Mr Tack! 

We salute you! 
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Digital Entertainment 




Part of a whole-house integration project, this cinema 


room created by ImagineThis combines a stunning 
design with state-of-the-art hardware. The kit rack reads 
like a who’s who of home entertainment, with flagship 
products from the likes of Denon, Runco, Triad, Crestron 
and Kaleidescape, but it’s the finishing touches that 
really impress - including cinema seats fitted with tactile 
transducers and smart-control lighting. An outstanding 

example of Cl excellence! 


Also nominated... 

DSE Digital 
Featured in: HCC #171 

DSE Digital converted a formal 
dining room into this hi-tech 
seven-seat theatre system. And 
face it, you’d happily eat your 
dinner off the floor in exchange 
for a cinema of this quality. 



Finite Solutions 
Featured in: HCC #178 

This mega makeover by last 
year’s winners Finite Solutions 
not only features a premium- 
grade cinema setup, but 
packs in a games room 
and fully-stocked bar, too. 



Maven AV 

Featured in: HCC #172 
This install by Maven AV is an 
excellent example of what can 
be accomplished in a modest¬ 
sized room - 7.2-channel Full 
HD bigscreen thrills with 
sophisticated control. Neat. 
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Looking for the best 
Home Cinema? 


There is only one place in the UK 
you can find it. 


4 


— 






{'TV, 


Hear Your Films as the Director Intended 

At Gecko, our house system is M&K's legendary 150 speakers, 
as used by Warner Bros, 20th Century Fox, Paramount, 
Universal, Dolby, Lucasfilm, THX, DTS, DreamWorks, Sony 
Pictures and Disney. Using these same speakers in your home 
will perfectly reproduce what the director intended and at a 
fraction of the price of other alternatives. 

Professional Room Design 

Over half of what you hear from any system is created by the 
acoustic of the listening room, so room design is an integral 
part of any system we create. Our acousticians design over 30 
rooms a month and have the experience to ensure that your 
room has the perfect acoustics to let your system shine. 


Compare the Latest Projection Technology 

Gecko's showroom is the only place where you can compare 
all the latest projection and screen technologies from Runco, 
Stewart and Screen Research as well as far more affordable 
alternatives from JVC, Epson and VuTec. You'll be shocked at 
what you see and what you'll save! 


The World's Finest Surround System 

Finally, our facilities are the only place in the UK where you 
can hear the world's finest home cinema system. Steinway 
Lyngdorf's surround systems are unique in being able to 
perfectly reproduce the full resolution of high definition 
surround formats. 


Ge ^ytr- 


To experience the extraordinary contact Gecko on 0845 262 2882 
www.geckohomecinema.com 
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www.imaginethis.uk.com 
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More at ebook-free-downloadmet or magazinesdownload.com 
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More than just a Blu-ray player, the DVD-A1UD is as 
with Super Audio CDs and DVD-Audio discs 
as it is with the latest BD platter. Its reference-grade audio 
performance is suitably partnered with stunning visuals, 
including some of the best upscaled standard-definition 
pictures ever seen, and the build-quality is not just for show 
- its stability improves every aspect. Even at £4,500, the 
A1UD is so good that an HCC staffer has now bought one! 


Winner: Special Reference Status Award 
First Reviewed: HCC # 178 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


AWARDS 2010 63 


non DVD-A1UD 


Also nominated... 

Paradigm Reference Signature 
First Reviewed: HCC #174 
Featuring beautiful aesthetics 
and gloriously defined high-end 
sound, the Paradigm Reference 
Signature 7.1 speaker package 
justifies every penny of the 
system’s £19,500 price tag. 


Arcam FMJ AV888/P777 
First Reviewed: HCC #177 
Together this pre-power 
amplifier combo costs £8,000, 
but for that you get as close to 
professional movie sound as 
possible. It’s also a double-act 
to suit hi-fi audiophiles. 


Anthem Statement 
D2v,P2&P5 
First Reviewed: HCC #170 
Unfeasibly huge and painfully 
loud, this £20,000 Canadian 
import trades meat and muscle 
for subtlety to class-leading 
effect. Growl! 
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Star Trek 

First Reviewed: HCC#177 

From its vibrant and detailed 
1080p visuals to the reference- 
quality Dolby TrueHD 5.1 mix 
and encyclopaedic array of 
extras, this sci-fi smash is 
a must-have on Blu-ray. 


Fight Club 

First Reviewed: HCC #176 

David Fincher’s cult thriller 
packs a real punch in hi-def, 
thanks in large part to one 
of the most imaginative 
lossless audio mixes you’ll 
ever encounter. 


Also nominated... 

Gone With the Wind 
First Reviewed: HCC #176 

The 71-year-old Hollywood 
legend benefits from a 
spectacular 8K facelift and 
a plethora of extras for its first 
foray into the world of Blu-ray. 
Frankly, it’s brilliant. 


Digital Entertainment 


Disc of the Year 


First Reviewed: HCC #179 


Disney and Pixar have become 
known for quality Blu-ray releases 
^ that deliver everything the hi-def 
format promises, and Up is no 
exception, touching down on BD with 
a pixel-perfect 1080p encode, 
a delightfully playful DTS-HD Master 
Audio 5.1 mix and a generous 
collection of extras. 


• - 

• - 
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Just for the 
pure performance. 


The TD725sw gives you nothing but bass delivered in sharper time 
and accuracy. It’s the only way a performance should be heard. 
Recommended and awarded by HiFi+, it’s die perfect accompaniment 
to your speaker system. Visit www.eclipse-td.net to see how 
Time-Domain technology lets nothing get in die way of yotu' sound. 





★ ★★★★ 

October 201)6 


Eclipse UK +44 (0)20 7328 4499 www.eclipse-td.net 



TIME DOMAIN AUDIO SYSTEM 

TD725siu 

FUJITSU TEN 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 










DTS-HD Master Audio 7.1 

Same Movie, a few more horses. 



You'll be amazed at the difference two more channels can make! 

DTS-HD 7.1 Master Audio goes beyond traditional 5.1 channels to give you near 
perfect sound coverage that immerses you and literally puts you in the action. 

DTS-HD Master Audio on Blu-ray Disc delivers surround audio that is identical to 
the movie's studio master and is fully backward-compatible with all DTS decoders 

To learn more, please visit us at www.dts.com. 



dtS-HD 

Master Audio 


DTS-HD Master Audio | Get in the action! 


©2009 OTS. Inc. All Rights Reserved. DTS and the symbol are registered 
trademarks and the OTS logos are trademarks of OTS, Inc. 
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Hardware highlights ONKYOTHX Ultra2-certified amp, processor 
and Biu-ray spinner SHARP LED TV with brand-new yellow pixel power PANASONIC 50in plasma 
with twin HD tuners TEUFEL Affordable 5.1 speaker system IOMEGA Home entertainment server 
GRUNDIG 500GB Freesat+ PVR GROUPTEST Four soundbars go head-to-head AND MUCH MORE! 



HCC DOESN’T BELIEVE IN OVER-PRAISING HARDWARE. CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDN’T BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT - IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 
A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TO ITS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 





68 ONKYO THX SYSTEM -* £4,200 Approx -» www.eu.onkyo.com 
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Separating amplification 
(bottom) from processing (middle) 
should bring sonic benefits 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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Thunderous THX 
threesome 

Imposing and unapologetic, Onkyo's THX-blessed trio is a cinephile dream 
system. Steve May wallows in its god-like power 



O f all the badges, on all the 
fascias, in all the world, 

THX remains a branding 
guaranteed to bring on anticipatory 
goosebumps. For me, the acronym 
is synonymous with home cinema 
excitement, and I still get chills when 
I hear the classic THX theme (played 
at the right reference level, of course). 

In the spirit of full disclosure, 

I should reveal that this is probably 
because I was indoctrinated into 
the cult of THX early on, having been 
trained at Skywalker Ranch, earning 
my official THX installer certificate 
and getting a copy of the legendary 
THX WOW! Laserdisc in the process. 

Obviously THX has changed much 
since then (not least in departing the 
aegis of Camp Skywalker), evolving 
dramatically with the arrival of Chief 
Scientist Laurie Hall in 1999, but I still 
largely subscribe to its tenets and 
appreciate using THX modes, even 
though I haven't owned a pair of 
THX-certified speakers in years. 

While THX continues as a badge 
of honour on components at the 
higher end of the AVR market, it 
remains relatively unusual to see 
a full-on pre-power-component 
system built around the stamp. But 
that is exactly what we have here. 

The beating heart of this system is 
the £1,800 PA-MC5500 power amp. 
Onkyo has offered AV processors for 
a couple of years, but been strangely 
slow to release a matching power 
amp. This is the reason. First seen 
snarling in a cage at the 2009IFA 
tech fest, the MC5500 is 26kg of 
godlike fury. With nine channels of 


amplification and THX Ultra2 
certification, you know without even 
powering it up, it will smite like the 
hammer of Thor. 

The arguments for and against 
using separate pre/pro components 
are as old as Norse legends, and 
the debate hasn't changed much 
of late. The logic of the 'for' camp 
is undeniable. By separating 
transformer and 
amplification from digital 
electronics you’re 
removing any possible 
contamination or influence 
upon audio and video 
Signals. Taking such a pure 
approach also has an engaging 
simplicity that many find appealing, 
and usually comes with a promise 
of superior brawn - always 
convincing in a hardcore AV 
environment. Against pre/power 
combos, of course, are issues of 
space and convenience. A fully- 
integrated AVR solution is just more 
manageable - and few would argue 
that compromise arguments are 
significant at the well-resourced end 
of the AVR market. 

While some of Onkyo’s 
competitors have pursued digital 
amp solutions, the PA-MC5500 
is entirely, classically analogue. 

Hooking it up to its matching 
SC5507 processor Is straightforward. 
The back panel offers balanced 
gold-plated XLRs (the interconnect 
of choice for audiophiles), brass 
phonos by way of alternative (this 
was how I auditioned the system), 
and requisite banana plugs. The 


power output of each identical amp 
module is rated at a not 
inconsiderable 220W (into 6 as) by 
the manufacturer. In our Tech Labs, 
we measured 160W into 812 s with 
two channels driven, but this drops to 
120W with five channels driven and 
110W with seven. It’s worth noting 
that it’s not particularly green, sucking 
2.000W with seven channels on the 
go, dropping to 145W when idling. 

As the THX certification will 
attest, this means there’s enough 
power on tap to deliver reference 
level audio to a screening-room sized 
cinema. That translates in my 
listening room to enough energy to 
imperil the fixings of the drop-down 
screen, and rattle the air-con. I really 
don’t recommend unleashing 
upwards of a kilowatt of power in 
a confined space - unless you’re 
seriously deranged and/or watching 
300 for the umpteenth time (one 
movie where you just have to play it 
louder with each spin. It’s the rules). 

The hi-fi avenger 

Traditionally, I’ve found cheaper 
Onkyo AVRs to occasionally skimp on 
build quality (maybe one reason why 
they're often so darn affordable). But 
that's not the case with the MC5500. 
A steel chassis encases the unit-wide 
heatsink and ominous toroidal 
power transformer, resulting in a 
significantly hefty and well-built unit. 

The MC5500 has been designed 
from the ground up to work with the 
£1,800 PR-SC5507 processor. Built 
into an AVR chassis, it ticks most of 
the boxes a demanding AVphile 



5C-LX90 AVR; 
Rotel RSP- 


1570/RMB-1575; 
Arcam AV888/ 
P777 
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requires. It would be churlish to 
criticise a feature slate that leaves 
little to the imagination (so I won’t), 
but it could be argued that at times 
it just doesn’t go far enough. 

For example, the SC5507 is only 
a partially-enabled DLNA network 
entertainment hub. Pedantically, this 
DLNA DMR (Digital Media Renderer) 
doesn’t allow you to stream any 
form of video across your network, 
although it will access Music Shares 
on compliant servers. I hooked it up 
to my network and it immediately 
found my shambolic collection 
of NAS boxes and PCs. The 
presentation of this network content 
is basic; you can browse music via 
standard artist/album/genre/etc 
tabs in a list format, but there is no 
support for cover art. This is one area 
I hope Onkyo develops in future. File 
support is good, covering MP3, WMA, 
WAV, FLAC, Ogg Vorbis, AACS and 
LPCM. You can also access 'net radio 
stations via vTuner, or, if you’re a 
subscriber, LastFM. 

There’s a Music Optimizer mode 
(as well as some ’Neural’ post 
processing) for compressed music, 
to eke the greatest clarity from files 
or streams. However, control over this 
portion of the system is clunky. The 
remote's logic is such that you need 
to engage the Net/USB button to 


browse and play connected sources. 
However, if you toggle back to 
Receiver control on the remote, 
because, say, you want to engage 
a particular type of DSP processing, 
you lose Play/Stop transport control 
of the file. To regain this you need to 
hit Net/USB, which in turn stops any 
streaming music you may be listening 
to. There is a workaround, but it’s too 
convoluted to bother with. Not 
particularly user friendly. 

All bases covered 

Connectivity is luxurious. There are 
seven HDMI vl.3 inputs, plus three 
component video inputs (which 
will steal from your HDMI selection 
options) and six legacy 
composite/S-video inputs. Digital 
audio Inputs consist of three optical 
and three coaxial. Conveniently, there 
are two HDMI outputs, allowing you 
to feed both a monitor and projector. 
Video processing is par for the 
up-market course. The processor 
will upscale all sources to 1080p over 
HDMI, courtesy of an HQV Reon-VX 
chip, and take analogue to 1080i 
where possible. Plus there’s ISF video 


portable media players and flash 
drives, another HDMI and AV grouped 
input, and an unusual addition to 
the back of this box is Onkyo's new 
Universal Port. This is a daisy-chain 
interface that allows various modules 
to be cabled into the system with 
a single interconnect (no additional 
power supply required). Onkyo 
offers a DAB+ tuner (£130) and iPod 
dock (£150) although I didn’t have 
these for testing. The unit also has 
an onboard FM tuner. Frankly, the 
latter is of zero interest to me, I never 
use them in AVRs (and I suspect I'm 
not alone). 

A12V trigger is used to tether 
the power amp to the processor. 

For further component control, two 
additional triggers are available if you 
need them. 

Beneath the hood are Burr-Brown 
192kHz/32bit DACs on all channels 
and audio decoding is predictably 
comprehensive, with all flavours of 
DTS and Dolby supported. There's 
also the Audyssey DSX processing 
suite onboard, for a front wide/front 
high speaker configuration, along 
with Dolby Pro-Logic Hz height 
processing. HCC's Richard Stevenson 
is a convert to front wide (which 
gives a forward-facing spread of 
five channels), but I’m more of a 
traditionalist. My preferred setup 


calibration, to optimise each video 
source on a per input basis, before 
sending the video signal to a display. 

Root around under the front fascia 
flap and you'll find a USB port for 


On balance: 

For the 
best-sounding 
results, connect 
the PR-SC5507 
to the 
PA-MC5500 
amp via its 
XLR outputs 
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is classic 7.1. This system lets you 
adopt/experiment with both. 

In keeping with the PR-SC5507’s 
pure design ethic, there are separate 
power supplies for audio and video 
processing. While the processor lacks 
any implementation of the kind of 
next-gen HDMI reclocking we’ve seen 
from rival brands, it does sport 
low-jitter PLL (Phase Locked Loop) 
circuitry and high-quality silicon 
in the form of a trio of Texas 
Instruments Aureus 32bit chips 
assigned to handle DSP processing. 

I would imagine that custom 
installers will appreciate the 
PR-SC5507’s multizone capabilities, 
although they’re largely lost on 
your humble reviewer (my idea of 
multiroom audio is to turn up the 
volume). Zone Two can have stereo 
audio, with video and subwoofer 
feeds. Zone Three can run stereo 
audio with a sub. 

RoomEQ 

Once installed, I immediately ran the 
Audyssey MultEQ room balancer. 

This is one of the better auto room 
balancing systems available, and it 
did a reasonably good job in my 
listening room. However, there 
are times when you might want to 
listen to particular sources without 
Audyssey balance, but with your own 



preferred setup. In this case, one 
might expect to be able to save 
your settings to a bank of memories, 
which isn't the case here. If you 
toggle Audyssey off, you then have 
to manually reset all of the 
speaker balances. 

The final component in this 
system is the £600 BD-SP807 
Blu-ray deck. As with the processor 
and power amp, it comes 
THX-certified, making it the first- 
such Blu-ray player in the UK. My 
initial impressions of this deck are 
positive. It’s a battleship grade 
BD-spinner that doesn't undersell 
itself when it comes to high-quality 
components. Beneath the lid is an 
Analog Devices 297MHz/12bit video 
DAC of some quality, while a lObit 
Anchor Bay ABT1030 Video 
Reference Series chip upscales 
standard-def DVDs. For superior 
audio performance there are 
192kHz/24bit DACs. Unused in this 
configuration are seven analogue 
audio outputs. 

However, despite the creds, 
it’s ultimately the least convincing 
component in the system. While 
I know and appreciate the various 
THX post-processing modes 
employed by the processor, I struggle 
to identify what the certification 
brings to this deck. It looks lovely, 
and the fascia and chassis is 
admirable. However, the wobbly 
tray ejects with a curious rasp, and 
doesn’t convince me this is premium 
kit. Disc-loading is hardly snappy, 
at 83 seconds for our standard 
BD test disc; audio jitter 
measurements are good but not 
outstanding at 451 ps. All video 
measurements can be considered 
excellent, however, and indicate 
superior circuitry and processing. 

The harsh fact is that Blu-ray 
players are being evolved at such a 
rate by the mainstream brands that 
hi-fi specialists like Onkyo have little 
hope of keeping up. This may be 
a Profile 2.0 player, but the 
Ethernet connectivity is 
reserved purely for BD-Live. 

There’s no network functionality 
available, and certainly no access 
to online content portals. The best 
you get is an SD card slot for easy 
playback of music, movies and 
JPEGs. Video file support includes 
DiVX HD, AVI, regular DiVX and 
AVCHD. Of course, if you want 
a full-blown THX system this fits 
the bill. I have no quibbles with its 
performance, video and audio quality 
are undeniably good. It's just the 
feature set which underwhelms. 


■4 Specifications 

PR-SC5507processor 

Dolby True HD: ves with Dolby Pro- 
Logic llz, Dolby Volume 
DTS HD Master Audio: yes 
THX: yes Ultra2 Plus 
Multichannel pre-out: yes 9.2 channel 
balanced XLR 
Multichannel input: yes 7.1 phono 
Multiroom: yes main plus 2 zones 
AV inputs: yes 4 x S-video, 5 x phono 
audio, 7 x digital audio (3 x 
coaxial, 4 x optical) 
HDMI input/output: yes 8 -in, 2-out 
Video upscaling: ves to 1080p 
Component: res 3-in, 1-out 
Dimensions: 435(w) x 199(h) x 
454(d)mm 
Weight: 14kg 
Features Audyssey DSX/Dynamic 
Volume/Dynamic EQ; 3 x 12V 
triggers; Ethernet; 2 x USB; RS232 
port; Audyssey MultEQ XT; 
internet radio (Last.fm and 
vTuner); ISF video calibration; 
Ultra-Low-Jitter PLL (Phase 
Locked Loop) circuitry; HQV 
Reon-VX processor; DLNA and 
Windows 7 certified networking; 
Universal port; FM/AM tuner; DSD 
Direct for SACD; S-XGA-capable 
PC input 

PA-MC5500 power amp 
Power 9 x 220W 
Inputs: 9 x analogue phono; 9 x 
balanced XLR 
Dimensions 435(w) X 199(h) X 
458(d)mm Weight 23kg 

BD-SP807Blu-ray player 
Upscaling ves All resolutions up to 
1080p24 

Multiregion: no Region B Blu-ray and 
R2 DVD 
HDMI vb Version 1.3 

Component: vesI output 
Multichannel analogue: ves 7.1 phono 
outputs 

Digital audio: yes Optical and coaxial 
outputs 
SACD/DVD-A: no/no Neither 
supported 

Dolby True HD/DTS HD decoding: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD bitstream yes/yes 
Profile 2.0: ves BD-Live 
Dimensions: 430(w) x 55(h) 
x249(d)mm 
Weight: 2.6kg 
Also featuring: SD card slot; Ethernet 
port; DivX HD, JPEG, MP3 & 
AVCHD playback; THX certified; 

Anchor Bay video processor; 
Sharpness, Contrast, Brightness, 
Gamma Correction, Color, and 
Noise Reduction video presets 
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A little word 
of THX 

HCC spoke to Warren Mansfield, Director of Consumer Technology 
at THX, about its work with Onkyo on its Ultra2-certified processor 


What does THX Ultra2 bring to the 
Onkyo PR-SC5507? 

THX injects its knowledge of 
filmmaking, post-production and CE 
product design into every pre-amp, 
and the Onkyo is the latest in a long 
list of Ultra2 processors. This 
encompasses three key areas of the 
product’s development: standards 
for product design; THX features 
and THX listening modes; and 
testing and quality control prior 
to mass production. We work 
closely with Onkyo during product 
development, ensuring the pre-amp 
is meticulously mapped to THX 
design standards. Then we perform 
more than 2,000 bench tests, 
including analysis of noise, 
distortion, frequency response, video 
switching and bass management, as 
well as compatibility with other AV 
components. The result is a pre-amp 
that can hit the highest benchmarks 
for quality right out of the box. 

How does that translate into 
end-user benefits? 

The Onkyo PR-SC5507 includes a 
number of THX listening features 
designed to let you experience movie 
soundtracks just like they were 
made by the filmmaker in the studio. 
Of course, the most noticeable 
benefit to consumers is consistent, 
predictable performance. When 
the volume is cranked up you will 
experience big bass, clear dialogue 
and accurate balance without 
hiss from the speakers, crosstalk 
between channels, hum from the 
mains or any other distortion. 

What size room/viewing distance is 
Ultra2 perfect for? 

The real difference between the THX 
Ultra2 Plus and Select2 Plus 
certification is power output. Each 


THX certification category provides 
the necessary power to fill specific 
room sizes with peak Reference 
Level performance with low 
distortion. THX Ultra2-certified AV 
receivers and speakers are designed 
for large home theatres 3,000 cubic 
feet (about 85 cubic metres 
- or a room approx 5m x 6.5m 
x2.7m high) in size. This equals a 
viewing distance of about 12 feet 
from the TV or projection screen 
to the primary seating position. 

What is Reference Level? 

Reference Level is the movie industry 
SPLsetting (85dB with 20dB of 
headroom) used by sound designers. 
Every movie is mixed to this level in 
the studio. THX-certified receivers 
recreate this same SPL setting at the 
‘O' position on the volume dial. When 
you are watching a movie with the 
playback volume set to ‘0’ on your 
new Onkyo PR-SC5507, you will 
experience every sound element 
exactly like it was produced by the 
filmmaker - with the same SPL, 
fidelity, detail and clarity. 

Cool, but what about my 
neighbours? I may need to turn 
it down a bit. 

Yes, there is a downside to watching 
all of your favourite Blu-ray discs at 
Reference Level - it's often too loud 


for your neighbours! But, when you 
lower the volume level, bass sounds, 
surround effects and other sound 
elements can be lost or perceived 
differently. To correct this, THX 
recently introduced a technology 
called THX Loudness Plus, which 
automatically adjusts the front-to- 
back speaker balance and frequency 
response as the volume is lowered. 
This lets you experience the rich 
details of a movie or game 
soundtrack without driving your 
neighbours or family crazy. 

Are THX-certified speakers and 
THX subwoofer essential? 

THX-certified speakers and 
subwoofers let you get the most 
out of your home cinema experience. 
With THX-certified components, 
you are always ensured a level of 
consistent performance regardless 
of brand or price point. Plus, 
THX-certified pre-amps and 
AVRs and speakers have a single, 
standardized bass configuration. 

This lets you easily configure your 
system with the push of a button. 

If you don't have the money to buy 
THX-certified speakers, the Onkyo 
PRSC5507 will work well with 
non-THX speaker brands as well. 

But, we would urge you to consider 
a THX-certified speaker package 
when funds allow. 




Warren 
Mansfield 
says THX 
conducted 
over 2,000 
bench tests 
on the Onkyo 
PR-SC5507 
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Video star: 

Onkyo's 
BD-SP807 is the 
UK's first 
THX-certified 
Blu-ray player 


As the BD player is not 
compatible with Super Audio CD or 
DVD-Audio, I reverted to an Oppo 
universal deck for some of my 
auditioning. This allowed me to listen 
to the SACD release of Pink Floyd’s 
Dark Side of the Moon (30th 
Anniversary Edition), which has 
a memorable 5.1 mix from Alan 
Parsons. As On the Run segues into 
Time, the Onkyo pre/power combo 
effortlessly engulfed me with 
deranged laughter and projected 
footsteps, before wrapping a 360° 
drape of ticking, chiming timepieces 
around my head, i had to take 
some central bass bloom from the 
Audyssey EQ’d balance (after all, 
this disc has a very bassy mix), 
but the resulting wall of sound 
was considerable. Bowie's Heathen 
(another must-have 5.1 Super Audio 
CD), was delivered with astonishing 
clarity. Shut your eyes, and the 
imaging is razor-sharp. 

1 must confess to really 
liking a fair few of the DSP 
modes offered by the 
processor. The Onkyo-specific 
treatments are fine (Orchestra, 
Unplugged, Studio-Mix, All-Channel 
Stereo) and the THX/Dolby/DTS 
options comprehensive. THX 
Surround EX (with Re-EQ Off) 
is superb with the Dolby Digital 5.1 
from Sky. The science-fiction drama 
Caprica uses a lot of surround 
steerage, particularly for sequences 
set in its virtual V-World, and these 
were sublimely placed by the Onkyo. 
While some receivers might simply 
pop FX into the back channel with all 
the subtlety of a rampaging elephant, 
the Onkyo smoothed them to create 
a convincing halo of surround audio. 

With lossless formats from 
Blu-ray, the combination of 
monstrous power reserves and 
definition is beguiling. 

Of course, you might expect a 
system like this to be lauded for its 


home cinema prowess but rounded 
on for its musicality. I’d refute this. 
The Onkyo system seems to be 
equally at home with any hi-res 
audio - be it music or movies. 

Ole Bull - Violin Concertos is the 
latest Blu-ray audio release from 
2L, the Norwegian hi-res audio label. 
This platter contains a selection 
of gorgeous recordings of the 
working of the violinist known 
as the ’Scandinavian Paganini’ in 
breathtaking detail, and you can 
choose to listen in 5.1 DTS-HD MA 
24bit/l 92kHz, 7.1 DTS-HD MA 
24/96kHz and stereo LPCM 
24/192kHz. The imaging and 
delicacy delivered by the Onkyo 
pre/pro is peerless. 

In a different vein, but equally 
enjoyable, is a FLAC recording of 
Hells Bells by AC/DC at 926kbps 
16bit/44.1kHz. The stomping rock 
riffs ripple air. 

High value, high-end 

Fora high-end audio proposition, 
the PR-SC5500/PA-MC5500 Is 
surprisingly affordable. This pre/ 
power combo typically sells for 
less than £4,000, and that strikes 
me as a bit of a bargain. Price-wise, 
it’s comparable with the upper end 
of the integrated market, but in 
terms of performance, this THX 
Ultra2 duo will give most one-box 
solutions a spanking. The tonality 
of the power amp in particular Is 
wonderful; It’s like being hit with 
a velvet hammer. 

The BD-SP807 Blu-ray player 
is understandably less compelling. 

It does what it needs to do rather 
well, and naturally, it's a great 
system match for the pre/power, 
but with rivals offering heaps of 
extras, from 3D Blu-ray compatibility 
to online connected content, 
it has its work cut out. Still, this 
shouldn't diminish what is a 
terrifically entertaining package 


Power consumption: Watts 
PA-MC5500/PR-SC5507 



Idling: In other words, 
turn'em off when 
they're not needed 



Powered: 

Seven channels driven 
uses 2KW of juice. 


Power ratings: Watts (812,0.1% THD) 



2-channel 812: 

Not quite up to the 
manufacturer's spec, 
but still a meaty sonic 
performance 


PA-MC5500 



5-channel 812 : 

With Onkyo claiming 
200W per-channel into 
612, this is respectable 
muscle 


Untainted: Watts 


JJnkvo^^C5KK> 

i^^Bl55w 

, Yamaha DSP-Z7 

178W 

DenonAVg-4810 

■MBMaaisvw 

1 Sony STR-DA 5400ES 

mammmm 139* 

Fidelity firewall: 

155W with 0.05 THD 
(two channels into 812) 
delivers distortion-free 
performance up to very 
high volumes 


Signal/noise: dB 
PA-MC5500 
ion? 



114dB 


U4dB 


3 


S/N tests: 

We recorded excellent 
ratings at all frequency 
bands from this Onkyo 
system 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1.000 



Analogue: 

Not a state-of-the-art 
measurement for the 
BD player, but not a 
ghastly one either 


Loading: Boot/Java 

BD-SP807 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

■ 18s 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 

Disc loading & Java: 

The THX player is quick 
to boot-up. but has 
average loading speeds 


HCC VERDICT 

Onkyo THX system 
£4,200 Approx 
Highs: Excellent audio codec 
support; extensive connectivity; 
massive power reserves; smooth AV 
performance 
Lows: BD player lacks network 
streaming and content portal; sheer 
size and weight of the power amp 
may be a challenge for some 

Performance: oeooe 
Design: OQOOQ 


1 T 3 V 5 


Overall: OQOOO 


AWARDS 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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-> Specifications 

HD Ready yes Full HD resolution 
3D Ready: no 
Tuner: yes Freevlew HD 
Component video: yes 1 input 
HDMI: yes 4 xvl.3 
PC input: vrs VGA 
Resolution: 1,920 x 1,080 
Sound: 2 x 10W 
Brightness: 450cd/m2 
Contrast ratio: 'Mega' 
Dimensions (off stand) l,127(w) x 
785(h) x39(d)mm Weight 30kg 
Also features: X-Gen panel with 
Quad Pixel technology; 100Hz; 
USB 2.0; Eco picture; Dolby Digital 
Plus; Brilliant Colour processing; 
lObit signal processing; 100,000 
hour panel life; Time Shift to 
internal memory 


Sharp's round-edged bezel 
design is certainly eye-catching 
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Sharp strikes gold 
with yellow 

Jim Hill basks in a wide ocean of colour as Sharp adds a fourth sub pixel 
to the traditional RGB display. Is this the best Sharp LCD ever? 


W hile all the other TV brands 
are getting carried away 
with the prospect of 3D 
Full HD, Sharp has started its own 
more subtle TV revolution by 
rediscovering the colour yellow. 
Forget everything you know about 
RGB displays and make way for the 
first RGBY panel. By adding a fourth 
sub-pixel, Sharp has achieved 
a wider colour gamut and an 
altogether yellower TV experience. 

The LE821E TVs, along with 
the premium LE921E series, are 
the first fruit of the brand-new 
Japanese Sakai City plant that’s 
just started turning out X-Gen panels 
featuring the brand’s proprietary 
Quad Pixel technology. It’s a 
remarkable facility and a huge 
investment for Sharp, so we can 
expect to hear a lot more about 
the Quad Pixel story. 

Looks the part 

This upper-end 46in model certainly 
looks every bit the premium screen, 
with a striking sheer glass front plate 
that fits flush with the stylishly 
rounded edges. It’s an edge-lit LED 
design, tailored for those seeking 
a super-slim set. 

At less than 4cm deep, thin- 
seekers won’t be disappointed, 
although this is by no means the 
thinnest set around - and at 30kg, 
it’s one of the heavier LCD TVs on the 
market. That’s partly because the 
back panel is made not from plastic, 
but metal. This is a statement 



product for Sharp, so no expense 
has been spared. 

Sharp TVs aren’t generally known 
for their wealth of additional 
features, but the LE821E is well- 
appointed. Crucially, it has 
a Freeview HD tuner, so 
you can admire Full HD 
channels from the BBC 
and ITV out of the box 
- local reception permitting. 

The LE821E also offers a 
TimeShift function allowing you 
to record footage from the HD tuner. 
You can both pause live TV and 
record standard-definition, 
or up to half an hour of high- 
definition footage, using internal 
flash memory. It's an easy-to-use 
solution for anyone that can't be 
bothered with a dedicated PVR. 

Sharp is one manufacturer not 
to offer any kind of online widgets 
or apps, but there is an Ethernet 
port for updating the set’s firmware. 
The set is also DLNA compliant, 
so you can stream music and JPEGs 
across a network, and access music, 
JPEG and video (AVI, XviD, MKV) files 
from attached USB drives. 

In short, this is an extremely 
well-made, sensibly appointed 
screen, made more interesting 
with the inclusion of the brand's 
new Quad Pixel technology. 

The picture quality offers plenty 
of reasons to be cheerful, and a lot 
of that can be attributed to the 
extra sub-pixel. Image detail is 
outstanding, if not ruthless. Evenness 


AV/CV 



can be an issue on LED edge-lit 
screens, but the Sharp performs well 
in this regard. One consequence of 
the yellow sub-pixel is the way it 
appears to let more light through, 
creating an even brighter screen than 
you had before. This also translates 
into an energy saving, which makes 
for an unexpected extra bonus. 

The temptation, of course, is 
to focus purely on the screen’s 
reproduction of yellow, but this 
misses the subtle improvements 
that the RGBY configuration gives. 
For example, the New York cabs 
featured in the Blu-ray release of 
The Day After Tomorrow have a nice 
buttery hue, while the weather 
remains convincingly overcast. 


Gold in that gamut 

One colour that's notoriously difficult 
to pull off convincingly with an LCD 
TV is gold. And it’s gold that gains 
from this new panel. Gilded objects 
offer an attractive and realistic glint. 
HCCs Test Card, designed to be 
a torture test for all screens, features 
an intricately shadowed ‘Starman’ 
trophy and foil-clad champagne 
bottles. On lesser screens, these 
tend to take on a pale yellow hue, 
but on the Quad Pixel set they are 
beautifully realised. 

Another theoretical benefit of 
Quad Pixel technology is the way 
it widens the set’s colour gamut. 
However, as both broadcast and 
Blu-ray/DVD work within a confined 
colour space, don’t expect to see 
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HGG Test card 

HCC's test card has been designed to torture even the toughest screens... 



A Golden boy 

The HCC ‘Starman’ statuette 
is rarely correctly rendered, 
but on the Sharp LE821E 
its gold hues are beautifully 
reproduced 


B Blackout 

Gradations between mid¬ 
grey and black are limited. 
Adjustments merely shift 
the position of the 100 per 
cent black 


C Extensive control 

For enthusiastic tinkerers 
there is an advanced 
setup menu, which allows 
considerable control 
over picture elements 


Two tone: 

While its colour 
performance is 
excellent, this 
set struggles to 
deliver full 
greyscale 
gradation, as 
this test disc 
from DTS 
demonstrates 


obvious benefits. Extended gamut 
sources such as AVCHD and some 
game material may gain. One thing 
that’s noticeable on the Sharp 
screen is the absence of banding or 
unnatural colour blocking. Instead, 
you get smooth gradations. 

This set also boasts excellent 
contrast, although it was apparent 
that the TV struggled to deliver 
smooth, correctly gradated greyscale. 
The display basically jumps from 
a mid-grey to black. This was 
revealed by the Test Card, although 
to be fair it’s less noticeable with 
moving images. 

The Sharp does offer plenty of 
fine-tuning opportunities, so it’s just 
a case of rolling up your sleeves and 
sifting through the onscreen menus 
to get the best balance. 

The GUI graphics are relatively 
easy to navigate and the dedicated 
'eco' button on the remote seems 
like a good idea. 

Video processing is up to speed, 
too. The so-called e-motion 100Hz 


HD Master Audio 6.1 


Incredkte Hulk 

-HD Master Audio 5.1 

Iboy II: The Golden Army 

S-HD Master Audio 7.1 




technology ensures a smooth picture 
during fast-flowing action and the 
opening credits of The Day After 
Tomorrow provide a good test of this. 
As the camera pans at high speed 
across the Antarctic landscape you 
all too often see judder. 

The same video chip also handles 
upscaling duties, and the LE821E 
does an accurate job of tweaking 
standard-definition Freeview 
footage to the 1080p resolution 
of the 46in screen. 

It still looks a lot softer than the 
real thing available on BBC HD 
and I TV 1 HD, but it's in a different 
league of video scaler from the 
cheap chips you find lurking in 
upscaling supermarket DVD players. 

The sturdy metal and glass 
cabinet seems to benefit the TV's 
2.1 speaker system, as it sounds richer 
and louder than your average telly. 
Realistically, though, I would strongly 
suggest that anyone considering 
this set will marry the excellent 
picture quality with a suitable home 
cinema system. 

Boundary pusher 

It’s refreshing to find a company 
that’s prepared to innovate this 
way. Sharp has taken its expertise 
in LCD and come up with a genuinely 
interesting evolution. But don’t 
allow yourself to fixate purely 
on the Quad Pixel headline. 

This is probably the best LCD TV 
Sharp has released since the ultra 
high-end LC-52XS1E 


-» Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

An excellent result for a 
46inset-thelE0 
backlighting helps. 
Energy Save cuts 
consumption to 70W 



Test footage: 

The Sharp uses slightly 
less power when 
running a movie with 
full audio 


TV Contrast: Ratio 

Claimed® 

‘Mega’B 

I Actual 

■ 270 , 000:1 

Picture: We recorded a 
stupendous contrast 
ratio (although by 
default, black level is 
'shifted' according to 
picture content) with 
luminance of 78.8fL 


Colour accuracy 



Presets: Even the Low 
colour temperature 
preset is some way 
offthe6,500Kideal; 
thankfully, individual 
RGBCMY adjustments 
are offered 
Low: 7.100K 
Mid-low: 8.760K 
Middle: 9.960K 
Mid-high: 10.840K 
High: 11.800K 



HCC VERDICT 


Sharp LC-46LE821E 

£2,000 

Highs: Amazing levels of fine detail; 
great colour fidelity; useful Time 
Shift function 
Lows: No video network streaming; 

not 3D-ready 

Performance: OGGO0 


1.2 3 4 3 


Features: ooooo 

Overall: O0OGO 
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HOME ENTERTAINMENT SPECIALISTS 


✓ established 35 years 

✓ low prices always 

✓ expert advice 

✓ nationwide delivery 

✓ open 7 days 


SAMSUNG 

DEALER OF THE YEAR 

2010 


SAMSUNG BDC5300 


SONY KDL32EX403U 


SONY KDL40NX703U 


SAMSUNG LE40C750 


Harm 


BLU-RAY PLAYER 

• BD Live 

• Digital Plus/DTS HD 

• Divx Playback 

• HDMI Connection 


£ GALL 


SONY BDPS370B 


Harm 


BLU-RAY PLAYER 

• BD Live 

• Digital Plus/DTS HD 

• Divx Playback 

• HDMI & USB 


£ GALL 


PANASONIC DMPBDT300EG 


30 BLU-RAY PLAYER 

• BD Live 

• Digital Plus/DTS HD 




• Divx Playback, SD 

• 2 x HDMI S 1 x USB 


£ GALL 


LG HB965TZ 


Ull 


BLU-RAY CINEMA SYSTEM 

• 5.1 Surround 

• 110Ow Total Power 

• Wi-Fi Connectivity 

• HDMI & USB 


£ GALL 


BOSE HOME CINEMA & HI-FI 


LIFESTYLE 18/28/VI 0/V20/V30 | 
LIFESTYLE V36 5.1 SYSTEM | 

LIFESTYLE V25 5.1 SYSTEM j 

LIFESTYLE T20 5.1 SYSTEM 
LIFESTYLE T10 5.1 SYSTEM 
CINEMATE MK1 Z1 MUSIC 
COMPANION 2 PC SPEAKERS 
IN-EAR HEADPHONES 
SOUNDDOCK IPOD SPEAKER 
321 MKIII 2.1 MUSIC SYSTEM 


20% OFF CCALL 


DEAL! CCALL 


DEAL! CCALL 


DEAL! CCALL 




DEAL! CCALL 


DEAL! ECALL 


DENON HOME CINEMA & HI-FI 


AVR1910 AV RECEIVER 
AVR2310 AV RECEIVER 
AVR3310 AV RECEIVER 
AVR4310 AV RECEIVER 
AVR4810 AV RECEIVER 
DBP1610 BLU-RAY PLAYER 
DBP2010 BLU-RAY PLAYER 
DF107DAB HI-FI SYSTEM 
DM37DAB HI-FI SYSTEM 
S5BD BLU-RAY RECEIVER 


DEAL! CCALL 


DEAL! CCALL 


DEAL! CCALL 



YAMAHA HOME CINEMA & HI-FI 


RXV565 AV RECEIVER 
RXV765 AV RECEIVER 
RXVI065 AV RECEIVER 
RXV2066 AV RECEIVER 
RXV3900 AV RECEIVER 
DSPZ7 AV AMPLIFIER 
YSP4100 SOUND BAR 
PDX30 IPOD DOCK 
PDX50 IPOD DOCK 
M430 HI-FI SYSTEM 




32" HO 1080P LCD TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 

• 1920 X 1080 

• B RAVI A Engine 3 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 




£ GALL 




40” HD 1080P LCD TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 

• 1920 X 1080 

• Ambient Sensor 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 


£ CALL 


PANASONIC TXP42G20B 


PANASONIC TXP50VT20B 




42" HO 1080P PLASMA TV 

» Integrated Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 
» 600hz Scan 
» 4 x HDMI Connections 




LG 32LD690 



£ GALL 


32" HO 1080P LCD TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 

• 1920 X 1080 

• TruMotion lOOhz 

• 3 x HDMI Connections 



50” HD 1080P PLASMA TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 

• 600hz Scan 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 


eqalL 5Year 


LG 55LX9900 



56” HD 1080P 30 LED TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 

• 1920 X 1080 

• TruMotion 400hz 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 


PHILIPS 42PFL9664H 


SHARP LC40LE811E 



42" HO 1080P LCD TV 

• Integrated Freeview 

• Ambilight Spectra 2 

• 200hz Clear LCD 

• 5 x HDMI Connections 


40” HD 1080P LCD TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 

• Eco Picture Mode 

• lOOhz Scan 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 


! oeftLS 



40” HD 1080P LCD TV 

• Integrated Freeview HD 

• 200hz Motion Plus 

• AllShare (powered by DLNA) 

• 4 x HDMI Connections 


HD 

n-n 

108 Op 


ECALL 


Package Deal 


SAMSUNG UE46C8000 



46” HD 1080P 3D LED TV _ 

• Integrated Freeview HD m m 

• 200hz Motion Plus HD 

• AllShare (powered by DLNA) 4BQB 

• 4 x HDMI Connections lOBOp 


ECALL 


Package Deal 


SEEN IT CHEAPER? 

CAN’T FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? 


SPEAKER h 
PACKAGES P 

AMPLIFIERS ^ 
& RECEIVERS 




ram!i 

raram 

I’.Vi-l-'J ViTHI 

wmz&Mmm 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


DENON 


SONY 


®YAMAHA 


♦) YAMAHA 


♦YAMAHA 


YAMAHA 


i) YAMAHA 


®YAMAHA 


♦ YAMAHA 


AVR1910 

AVR2310 

AVR3310 

AVR4310 

AVR4810 

STRDH800 

RXV465BL 

RXV565BL 

RXV765BL 

RXV1065BL 

RXV2065BL 

RXV3900BL 

DSPZ7BL 


AM10 

AM15 

iji zuuu o. i r~rv 

*——'1 ( GLOSS £100 EXTRA) 

NORMAL 

PRICE 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

NORMAL 

PRICE 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

NORMAL 

PRICE 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

£1299 

£999 

£1499 

£1155 

£999 

£795 

£1649 

£1265 

£1849 

£1399 

£1349 

£1045 

£2049 

£1565 

£2249 

£1699 

£1749 

£1349 

£2749 

£2145 

£2949 

£2299 

£2449 

£1949 

£3699 

£3299 

£3899 

£3499 

£3399 

£2999 

£1149 

£945 

£1349 

£1095 

£849 

£685 

£1199 

£949 

£1399 

£1079 

£899 

£665 

£1299 

£999 

£1499 

£1149 

£999 

£735 

£1399 

£1049 

£1599 

£1199 

£1099 

£835 

£1599 

£1199 

£1799 

£1339 

£1299 

£939 

£1949 

£1649 

£2149 

£1849 

£1649 

£1449 

£2349 

£1799 

£2549 

£1949 

£2049 

£1445 

£2799 

£2235 

£2999 

£2365 

£2499 

£1839 


GKEF 

'NNOVAU1P - IN SOUNU 

Award Winning 
KHT Series Package Deals | 
Call For Details 

. KHT1005.2 

• KHT2005.3 

• KHT3005SE 

• KHT5005 


We will NOT be 
beaten on price! 


Visit our showroom 78-80 Cranbrook Road, Ilford, Essex IG1 4NH 

Tel: 020 8911 0311 

G 



HOME eNTEHTAINMENT SPECIALISTS 


Opening Times: 

Monday to Saturday - 9.00am till 6.00pm 
Sunday -11.00am till 5.00pm 
Bank Holidays - 10.00am till 5.00pm 


Parking: 

Public parking at The Exchange Mall Word (or 
over 1000 cars. Well reimburse up to 2 hours 
parking fee with any visit to our store. 


Join us on Facebook 

Exclusive news, everts & oflers. Search PRC Drect 


>r details. Further information available on request 


SALES INSTORE 020 


































































































E CINEMA & Hl-F 


REAL STORES 



REAL PEOPLE REAL PRODUCTS 



REAL VALUE 


LCD & PLASMA SCREENS 



’This 5amsung is one of the must-have 
TVs of the year so far. But even if you view 
3D as a novelty, you should feel safe in 
the knowledge that the UE40C7000 is a 
fantastic set regardless' 

★ ★★★★ 


Samsung L—DTV 

Next Generation TV 


SAMSUNG 


SERIES 7000 
40 46 55 

Introducing the first 
of Samsung’s new 
3D-ready HDTVs. The 
40*UE40C7000 is an 
edge-lit LED-based 
model. 

The 3D technology 
used on all Samsung’s 
3D TVs is the ’active 
shutter’variant (also 
known as alternate- 
frame sequencing), 
powered by RealD, 
which requires the use 
of'3D Acme Glasses: 
The technology works 
by first blocking the 
left and then the 
right lens to deliver 
alternating images to 
each eye to create the 
illusion of 3D depth. 

35 



PHILIPS 


42PFL9664 

This award-winning TV 
features built in Wi-Fi web 
access, full HD,200Hz 
motion smoothing and 
witha cutting edge 1ms 
response time. Native con¬ 
trast is 90X00:1, although 
the new Ambilight Spectra 
2 rear-projecting coloured 
LEDs are claimed to g ve a 
further ’perceived’imprcw 
ment in contrast. And at 
only49mm thick, the'9664 
is easily walknountable 


46PFL9704 


40PFL9704 56PFL9954H 


PANASONIC 


PLASMA G20 
42 46 50 

This highly specified 
new range of Plasma TVs, 
available in three screen 
sizes, feature Panasonic's 
NeoPDP plasma 
panels for breathtaking 
performance - whether 
you are watching movies, 
sports or gaming. 

Features indude 
Freeview HD and Freesat 
HD tuners and a contrast 
rat io of 5X100,000:1 fa 
extremely robust blacks. 




PANASONIC 


LED LCD D25 

Panasonic introduces its new Vera LCD 
generation - it's called LED LCD and Pa¬ 
nasonic is leading the way in delivering 
this next-generation of LCD TVs. 

These ultra-slim TVS incorporate 
Panasonic's innovative technology 
which brings the moving picture 
quality of high-end LCD TVs as close as 
possible to perfection with a cleaner, 
sharper and more detailed picture free 
from artifacts. 

32 37 42 


DLP PROJECTORS 


EPSON 


EH-TW5500 


Designed to bring outstandi ng qual ity to a budget con¬ 
scious home enema enthusiast. The projector features full 
HD (1920 x 1080) resolution and a 200000:1 contrast ratio 




OPTOMA 


HD20 


HD82 


These new full HD DIP projectors from Optoma 
combine great performance with outstanding value 
for money. 



BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS 


fell_ 


PANASONIC 



This new range indudes the Full HD 3D capable DMP-BDT300 along with three conventional 2D players. 
All players blend comprehensive features, super-fast booting with superior sound and stunning 
HD-quality images. 


DMP-BDT300 


DMP-BD45 


DMP-BD65 


DMP-BD85 


PIONEER 


DENON 


SONY 


Get the most out of your movie experience with the luxuriously designed BDP- 
LX52. With a solid front aluminium panel, ice blue illumination and alonirvum 
pre-set remote control, the player presents the best in both form and function 




Experience movies like never before. These new Blu-ray disc players let you 
watch your favourite movie moments in true full high definition with superior 
high resolution surround sound and stunning 3D action on a 3D TV. 



BDP-320 


BDP-LX52 


DBP-1610 DBP-2010 DBP-4010UD 


BDP-S570 


BDP-S770 


STORES NATIONWIDE 

All Sevenoaks'stores stock 
a wide range of products, have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, provide 
first-class customer service and can deliver 
and install your purchase. 


PRICE POLICY 

Due to the competitive nature of consumer 
electronics our offers are reviewed on a 
weekly basis. 

For latest prices please visit www.SSAV.com 


BUY ONLINE 

Can't get to a store?Then visit the new 
online shop at www.SSAV.com You'll find a 
range of great products along with great prices. 

A dick-and-collect option is also available. 


CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

Stores with Cedia qualified staff also provide a 
bespoke design and installation service. They 
have unrivalled expertise in all areas of home 
automation and can demonstrate a wide 
range of installation options. 


PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO) 







































































FOR LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT 


WWW.SSAV.COM 


THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT 


SEVENOa<S 

SOUND & VISION 


HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS & RECEIVERS 


DENON 


Denoo's /W amplifiers and receivers continue to im¬ 
press with the AVR-1910 being christened "Product of 
the Year'’and the AVR-2310 awarded best A/V receiver 
between £500 and £1000 by What Hi-Fi? Sound & 
Vision magazine.The numerous other five star reviews 
underlines the spectacular quality of the Denon range. 


AVR-1910 
AVR-2310 


AVR-3310 

AVR-4310 




ONKYO 


Featuring the latest HDMP 1 A inputs for simple hook¬ 
up d all >our high-def sources. This new 72-channel 
receiver brings compatibility with the new 3D video 
format. isTHX-5elect2 Plus certified and de*vers 100 
watts per channel, in addition to its Dolby Prologic 
Hz height processing, it also indudes Audyssey DSX 
height and width processing capabil ities 

TX-SR608 


YAMAHA 


Yamaha AN amplifiers and receivers DSP-Z7 RX-V765 

are packed with features offer excellent RX-V565 RX-V1065 

sound and represent outstanding value: 



PIONEER 


Experience film and music just as the 
creators intended with Pioneer’s range 
of AN receivers 

VSX-919AH 

VSX-LX52 

5C-LX72 

SC-LX82 
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HOME CINEMA SPEAKER PACKAGES 





MONITOR AUDIO 


Q ACOUSTICS 


RADIUS HD 
BRONZE BR 
GOLDGS 
PLATINUM 


RADIUS 


2000 CINEMA PACK 

Q Acoustics'engineers demanded unnvalW 
sonic performance and breathtaking 
value.With the award-winning 2000 
Gnema Pack, their designers have 
surpassed themselves making it 
the natural choice for both home 
cinema enthusiasts and discerning 
music lovers. 


SILVER RX6 AVI 2 

Using techniques and materials from the 
Platinum and Gold ranges* the Silver RX 
series of slimline home cinema and hi-fi 
speakers are available in a choice of real 
wood veneers and high-gloss piano finishes 
to complement any room. 


B&W 


KEF 



These award-winning 
packages combine style 
with excellent sound 


MINI THEATRE MT-25 


MINI THEATRE MT-30 



BuikJmg on the 
strengths of the 
EISA award¬ 
winning original 
3005 package, the 
KHT300SSE 1 s is an 
extremely high 
performance.yet 
room-friendly, 5.1 
speaker package 


KHT3005SE 


KHT2005.3 


PURCHASE ANY A/V OR HI-FI 
AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER AT RRP 
AND CLAIM UP TO 




% OFF 

THE BRP OF THE 
SPEAKERS OF YOUR 
CHOICE* 


"AMXRRPOF SPEAKERS 11000 

MOST, BUT Norm, BRANDS INCLUDED. NICWAOO. E&OE. 
ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


FMJ A18 TRADE IN OFFER £479 

£899 

SPIAN Ml PRE/MONO POWER HALF PRICE £2,349 


ARCAM 

LEEMA 

ROKSAN 

ARCAM 

CYRUS 

CYRUS 

LEEMA 


IMJ CD17 TRADE IN OFFER £479 

CD 6 SE (2009 VERSION) £599 

CD 8 SE (2009VERSION) £949 

STREAM II £899 


HI FI SPEAKERS 


DALI 
DALI 

MONITOR AUDIO 
MONITOR AUDIO 
MONITOR AUDIO SILVER RS5 


LEKTOR1 
LEKTOR2 
BRONZE BR1 
BRONZE BR5 


KEF 

KEF 


IQ SERIES (DEM STOCK) 
XQ SERIES (DEM STOCK) 


£229 
£249 
£139 
£349 
£329 
40% OFF RRP 
40% OFF RRP 


SPENDOR A5 CLAIM HMV VOUCHERS WORTH £150 £1/495 


PANASONIC 
PANASONIC 
PANASONIC 
PHILIPS 
PH! LIPS 

PANASONIC 

PANASONIC 

PANASONIC 

PANASONIC 

PIONEER 

PIONEER 

SONY 


TX-L32V10 

TX-L37V10 

TX-P50S10 

42PFL9664 

47PFL9664 

DMP-BD60 
DMP-BD65 
DMPBD80 
DMR-EX733 
BDP-320 
BDPLX52 
BPP-S760 


AV RECEIVERS 


£ SSAV.COM 
£ SSAV.COM 
£729 
£ SSAV.COM 
£SSA V.COM 

£119 
£179 
£199 
£269 
£199 
£379 
£299 


ARCAM 

FMJ AVR500 TRADE IN OFFER £2,199 

DENON 

AVR-1910 

£389 

DENON 

AVR-2310 

£679 

DENON 

AVR-3310 

£879 

PIONEER 

VSX-919 

£399 

PIONEER 

VSX-LX52 

£749 

PIONEER 

SC-LX72 

£1,199 

PIONEER 

SCLX82 

£1,399 

SONY 

STR-DH800 

£229 

YAMAHA 

RX-V565 

£249 

YAMAHA 

RX-V765 

£349 

TTTTrr- 

KEF 

KHT2005.3 

£599 

MONITOR AUDIO 

SILVER RSCX 

£99 

MONITOR AUDIO 

SILVER RSFX 

£199 

MONITOR AUDIO 

SILVER RSLCR 

£139 

REL 

T3 

£399 

YAMAHA 

YSP-4100 

£ SSAV.COM 

YAMAHA 

YHT-S400 

£ SSAV.COM 

AV & HI-FI SYSTEMS 

ARCAM 

SOLO MINI CLAIM £200 OFF SPKS RRP £749 

ARCAM 

SOLO MUSIC DAB 

£999 

ARCAM 

SOLO MUSIC FM (NO DAB) 

£799 

DENON 

DM37DAB 

£189 


MARANTZ CD6003/PM6003 CLAIM £200 OFF SPEAKERS RRP £598 
MARANTZ BD5004/NR1501 CLAIM £300 OFF SPEAKERS RRP £898 

DS _ hi,. L 0BUNDLE _£SSAV.COM 


CYRUS 

HUMAX 


DAB 8.0 
HD-FOXT2 


£479 

£169 


STORES 

CHELSEA 

0207352 9466 

GLASGOW 

0141 3329655 

LEEDS WETHERBY 
01937 586886 

MANCHESTER 

0161 831 7969 

PLYMOUTH 

01752 226011 

SHEFFIELD 

0114 255 5861 

WATFORD 

01923 213533 

ABERDEEN 

BRISTOL 

CHELTENHAM 

GUILDFORD 

LINCOLN 

NORWICH 

POOLE 

SOUTHAMPTON 

WITH AM ESSEX 

01224 252797 

0117974 3727 

01242 241171 

01483 536666 

01522 527397 

01603 767605 

01202 671677 

023 8033 7770 

01376 501733 

BEDFORD 

BROMLEY 

EPSOM 

HOLBORN 

LOUGHTON 

NOTTINGHAM 

READING 

SWINDON 

YEOVIL 

01234 272779 

020 82901988 

01372 720720 

0207837 7540 

02085320770 

0115911 2121 

01189597768 

01793 610992 

01935 700078 

BRIGHTON HOVE 

CAMBRIDGE 

EXETER 

KINGSTON 

MAIDSTONE 

OXFORD 

SEVENOAKS 

TUNBRIDGEWELLS 

IRELAND DUBLIN 

01273 733338 

01223 304770 

01392 218895 

020 8547 0717 

01622 686366 

01865 241773 

01732 459555 

01892 531543 

01 2751100 


PLEASE NOTE: PRICING IN IRELAND MAY VARY FROM THE UK 


ADVERT VALID UNTIL 02/06/2010, E&OE 


























































80 TEUFEL THEATER 200 -> £800 Approx -4 www.teufel.eu 


Ready to rumble 

Alvin Gold auditions a flexible 5.1 system with an imposing subwoofer 


T eufel’s Theater 200 system 
follows in the heritage of its 
Theatre 2 system, which first 
appeared in the mid-1990s and is 
described as 'legendary' by, er, the 
company's own website. So it has 
a lot to live up to. 

It’s a cute 5.1 system, which can 
easily be expanded to a 7.1,9.1 or 11.1 
package, if you want. Changes over 
the original Theater 2 speakers 
include new drivers and rare earth 
neodymium magnet technology, 
and an optimised design. 


The front three speakers use what 
the maker describes as staggered 
tweeters (otherwise know as ‘time 
aligned'), meaning they are set back 
from the main low-frequency drivers. 
Indeed, with the T 200 C centre 
cabinet, the tweeter is mounted in a 
housing on top of the main enclosure 
for all to see and touch, including 
inquisitive young children; the two 
T 200 F front speakers mount the 
tweeters on the baffle, set back from 
the plane of the main drivers. The 
effect is similar in the two cases, 


Towering 

tweeter: 

The centre 
channel’s HF 
driver is 
positioned on 
top of the 
cabinet 


which is that when heard at ear 
height in a normally adjusted system, 
the path is the same from the drivers 
in each speaker to the ear, giving a 
more focused and more consistent 
soundfield and better stereo imaging. 

The T100 D rear speakers work in 
a different way acoustically. Although 
the drive units seem related to those 
of the fronts, they’re clearly different 
in detail, not least because they’re 
not the same size. Also, there’s no 
offsetting or time alignment of the 
tweeters. The surrounds can be used 


AV/CV 



system with 
dipole rears 


One of many 
sub/sat 
systems 
available 
from Teufel, 
but towards 
the low-end 


Product: 


Position: 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE AWARDS 2010 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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as dipoles, in which the front and rear 
sections work in anti-phase and give 
a more diffuse, larger scale sound, 
or, at the flick of a switch, the 
back-facing section can be switched 
off, leaving on just a single mid-range 
unit and tweeter for a traditional 
direct dispersion. 

Advice about which radiation 
pattern to use, and how to set the 
speakers up is given by Teufel in its 
straightforward set up notes. That 
said, it fails to point out that there 
are so many variables in practical 
systems that 'suck it and see’ is 
almost certainly the best advice. 

The last part of the package, the 
T 2000 SW subwoofer, is a bruiser. 

It has an impressive 13in drive unit 
in a needlessly big enclosure. Such 
enclosures are physically hard to 
control structurally, and this one 
is far too lively, especially when the 
volume’s high, or the low pass filter is 
set too high. I couldn’t justify setting 
it anywhere other than its lowest 
setting, which indicates that it's not 
behaving as it should. The sub has all 


the controls you need, but it can only 
be driven at line level. The enclosure 
is bass-reflex loaded, but while reflex 
ports often yield impressive LF 
extension, they tend to add noise and 
distortion when air is being squeezed 
in and out of it. Here, the sound’s 
character changes with volume. 

Bold and big 

Despite some limitations, the Teufel 
Theater 200 turns out to be an 
impressive system, though it leans 
firmly in the direction of boldly- 
painted home cinema FX, and is 
much less convincing when used 
playing high-quality audio recordings 
In stereo, despite claims to the 
contrary from the brand. With 
Ctoverfietd (Blu-ray), it delivered 
an impressive. If not always the most 
subtle, soundfield. It’s unusually good 
value, and the satellites are expertly 
fine-tuned. So, even while the 
subwoofer imposes some firm 
limits to system performance, 
at moderate volume the results 
are highly commendable 



Specifications 

T200 F left/right speaker 

Drive units: 1 x 6.5in cellulose fibre 
woofer; 1 x lin dome tweeter 
Enclosure: Direct radiating two-way 
Frequency Response: 65Hz-20kHZ 
Power handling: 140W 
Dimensions:195(w) x 440(h) 
x285(d)mm 
Weight: 7.7kg 

T200 C centre speaker 

Drive units: 1 x 6.5in cellulose fibre 
woofer; 1 x lin dome tweeter 
Enclosure: Two-way direct radiating 
Frequency Response: 65Hz-20kHz 
Power handling: HOW 
Dimensions: 440(w) x 250(h) 
x265(d)mm 
Weight: 6.8kg 


T100 D rear/dipole speaker 


Drive units: 2 x 6.5in cellulose fibre 
woofers; 2 x lin dome tweeters 
Enclosure: Two-way dipole, switchable 
to two-way direct radiating 
Frequency Response: 100Hz-20kHz 
Power handling: 150W 
Dimensions: 163(w) x 260(h) 
x214(d)mm 
Weight: 5.1kg 


T2000 SW subwoofer 


Driver: 1 x 13in cone driver 
Enclosure: Vinyl print chipboard vented/ 
bass reflex 
Frequency Response: 28-180Hz 
On board power: 250W 
Dimensions: 380(w) x 600(h) 
x 485(d)mm 
Weight: 25kg 
Connections: Line-level phono inputs 
and outputs 



HCC VERDICT 


Teufel Theatre 200 
£800 Approx 


Highs: Bold, well behaved satellites; 

great value for money 
Lows: Lively enclosures, especially 
the subwoofer, which can sound 
boxy and coloured 


Performance: 


1 2.3 4 5 


Design: 00600 
Features: OQQOQ 


Overall: OQ0Q0 


AWARDS 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 






82 PANASONIC TX-P50G20-* £1,500 Approx-*www.panasonic.co.uk 



Panasonic's G20 is the first TV to feature 
both Freesat HD and Freeview HD tuners 


*♦ Specifications 

HD Ready: yes up to 1080p24 
3D Ready: no 
Digital TV tuner: yes Freesat HD, 
Freeview HD and analogue 
HDMI: ves4 x HDMI vl.3 
Component: vesI input 
PC input vesI x 15-pin D-Sub 
Sound: 2 x 10W 
Resolution 1,920 x 1,080 
Brightness (claimed): N/A 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 5,000,000:1 
Dimensions (w/o stand) mm: l,218(w) x 
769(h) x82(d)mm 
Weight: 26kg 
Features: 600Hz subfield 
processing; 24p Smooth Film 
mode; light sensor with auto 
picture adjustment; Vivid colour 
mode; noise reduction processing; 
recording to registered HDD; latest 
NeoPDP technology; AVCHD/ 
DivX/MPEG video playback; JPEG 
photo playback; MP3/AAC audio 
playback; Vreal Pro 5 processing 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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Carrying the 
plasma flag 

The first set from Panasonic's new plasma range sets out to convince 
John Archer that it can compete with the latest LCD stars 


W ith LCD TVs getting better 
and more popular almost 
by the week, the first of 
Panasonic’s new (13th!) generation 
of plasma TVs, the TX-P50G20, 
arrives with a real weight of 
responsibility on its shoulders. 

It’s just as well, then, that the 
TX-P50G20 employs one of the 
brand’s high-spec ’NeoPDP’ plasma 
panels. Especially so, as Panasonic 
claims numerous improvements 
to NeoPDP since its debut last 
year, including a new filter, a new 
discharge gas, improved phosphors, 
and even a redesigned cell structure. 

There’s also been an Incremental 
improvement to the video processing 
engine at the TX-P50G20’s heart, 
in the shape of Vreal Pro 5. This 
engine sits alongside Panasonic’s 
established 600Hz Sub-Field Drive, 
where the brand’s Intelligent Frame 
Creation system inserts 12 extra 
‘sub-fields’ for every real 50Hz image 
frame to create up to 600 sub-fields 
per second. It doesn't physically 
refresh 600 times a second, however. 

Other promising features include 
an improved high contrast filter 
for reducing light reflections (and 
thus boosting contrast), improving 
colour purity and enhancing outline 
sharpness; a claimed 5,000,000:1 
contrast ratio that more than doubles 
the figure quoted for last year's G10 
series; and THX endorsement, 
complete with a THX picture preset. 

As expected from a reasonably 
high-spec Panasonic TV, the 




The G20 series 
sits below the 
VT20 range, 
and above the 
S20 and X20 
models 

Sony 

KDL-46HX703; 

Samsung 

UE-46B8000 


TX-P50G20 carries a Freesat HD 
satellite tuner. But it also sports 
a Freeview HD tuner, to handle 
the new breed of hi-def broadcasts. 

The TX-P50G20 has plenty of 
connections to explore, most notably 
four HDMI inputs, a LAN port, a 
D-Sub PC jack, two USB inputs 
and an SD card slot. 

The LAN port lets you access 
content on a PC, go online with 
Panasonic’s VieraCast service, or, 
eventually, enjoy Freesat interactive 
services like the BBC’s iPlayer. 

VieraCast remains similar to last 
year’s offering, with YouTube, 
Eurosport, Bloomberg, DailyMotion 
and Picasa its biggest attractions. 
Other goodies, including Skype 
functionality and AceTrax video 
streaming, will come later in the year. 

If the idea of hard-wiring the 
TX-P50G20 into your network 
doesn't appeal, you can go wi-fi 
via an optional USB dongle. 

The SD/USB slots will play a wide 
variety of multimedia files formats, 
including JPEG stills, AVCHD/DivX/ 
MPEG2 video, and MP3/AAC audio. 
Plus - get this! - the TX- 
P50G20 lets you record 
TV to an external HDD. 

These recordings have notable 
strengths and weaknesses. On the 
plus side, the TV records direct digital 
broadcast streams, so recordings 
can be either HD or standard-def, 
and lose nothing in quality. You can 
also set the HDD to buffer video, 
for ‘rewinding’ live TV. 


On the downside, you can’t record 
to memory sticks; you need an HDD 
with a capacity of between 160GB 
and 2TB. You also can’t record from 
the analogue tuner, or any external 
inputs. Finally, because of DRM 
concerns you have to register your 
HDD to your TV, with your recordings 
only playing on the TV the HDD 
is registered to. Grrr. 

Please note, too, that the HDD 
has to be formatted before the TV 
can use it, so you can’t share the 
HDD with other PC content. 

The biggest limitation of the 
TX-P50G20’s recording capabilities, 
though, appears to be the set’s 
compatibility with different HDDs. 

I tried it with a slightly aging Buffalo 
HD-EU model, and a year-old 
Toshiba 250GB StorE drive. Neither 
worked. In fact, apparently the only 
hard drive Panasonic has formally 
tested with its TVs is the Buffalo 
JustStore Desktop HD-EU2-UK 
series. One of which I duly had to buy. 

I'm not suggesting that only new 
Buffalo HDDs will work with the 
TX-P50G20, but, well, I suspect 
Panasonic's customer helpline 
should expect quite a few calls... 

Taking on all comers 

So, do the TX-P50G20’s pictures 
throw down the gauntlet to this 
year’s upcoming LCD upstarts? 
Actually, yes. For starters, notoriously 
tricky colours like rich reds, greens 
and skin tones look both more 
vibrant and more natural than they 

AWARDS 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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Rainbow 

warrior: 

The colour 
performance of 
Panasonic's 
new plasma is 
vibrant yet 
natural 


did on all but the most flagship (V10, 
Zl) models from Panasonic's 2009 
range. Even better, this crucial 
improvement applies equally to 
standard- and hi-def sources, with 
much less of a discrepancy between 
the colour tones of the two 
resolutions than I saw last year. 

I'm also impressed by the leap 
Panny has delivered with the 
TX-P50G20’s standard-def images. 
The Resolution Enhancer circuitry 
really does sharpen things up, and, 
provided you avoid its max setting, 
it does so without generating 
distracting video noise. 

Now, some of last year’s 
Panasonic plasmas showed troubling 
greyness over dark picture areas, but 
on the TX-P50G20, blacks really 
do look magnificently black 
- especially as the screen is 
startlingly good at soaking up 
ambient reflections. Furthermore, 
because plasma is a pixel emissive 
technology, its deep blacks don't 
come at the expense of overall 
brightness, and accordingly contain 
lots of shadow detail. 

Following on from this, I was 
also struck by the extra intensity 
and dynamism of the TX-P50G20’s 
portrayal of dark scenes versus last 
year's equivalent models. 

The screen's motion handling 
also improves on most previous 
Panasonic PDPs, as the Intelligent 
Frame Creation processing delivers 
enhanced fluidity without generating 
as many unwanted side effects. Even 
with IFC turned off the image seems 
less prone to judder. 


Panasonic’s talent for reproducing 
fine HD detail with its plasmas is 
again in evidence. In fact, the superior 
motion handling means that, overall, 
its HD pictures - including those from 
the HD tuners - actually look even 
sharper than they did on the brand’s 
'09 screens. 

With the TX-P50G20’s pictures 
also shaming the LCD fraternity by 
retaining colour and contrast from 
wide viewing angles, I can only 
manage to rustle up a couple of 
small negatives about this 50in TV. 

First, there's very occasional 
subtle fizzing noise over skin tones 
during rapid camera pans, especially 
with standard-definition material. 
Second, there's a little pixel instability 
with certain colour tones - but this is 
only noticeable if you sit far too close 
to the screen. 

Nor is the TX-P50G20’s audio 
as stellar as its pictures. There’s 
no great bass or treble extension, 
leaving the action sounding rather 
condensed in an overcrowded 
mid-range. The soundstage isn't very 
wide, either. But at least the speakers 
never distort, and the audio is rarely 
harsh or tiring. 

Worthy successor 

There are things about this TV that 
I'd love to see Panasonic improve. 

It’s still a bit plain aesthetically, it 
could sound better, and the USB 
HDD functionality is frustrating. 

But in the picture department it’s 
truly outstanding, finally delivering 
a worthy mainstream successor 
to Pioneer's legendary Kuro sets 


-* Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Power consumption in 
normal mode is 330W. 
Power Save mode 
lowers It to 300W 



Test Footage: Movie 
playback at full volume 
draws around 300W 


TV Contrast: ratio 

CiaimedH 

5million:lH 

I Actual 

■ 84,500:1 

Picture: In Normal 
mode, the contrast 
ratio falls far short of 
the claimed figure at 
7,700:1. Switch to 
Dynamic mode, 
though, and 
it measures no less 
than 84,500:1 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Presets: CT presets 
are basic, and there are 
no manual tweaks 
available, certainly to 
the casual user. 
However, the THX 
mode (and warm CT 
preset) get close 
to 6.500K 
Cool:l,200K 
Normal: 7.700K 
Warm: 6.800K 
THX: 6.800K 



HCC VERDICT 

Panasonic TX-P50G20 
£1,500 Approx 
Highs: Stunning pictures; value for 
money; built-in Freesat/Freeview 
HD tuners; excellent feature set 
Lows: USB HDD recording comes 
with many strings attached; 

staid design 

Performance: OOOQO 
Design: 

Features: 


i:2'3:4'5 


12 3.4 5 


Overall: 
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• PAUSE, REWIND AND RECORD HD TV • SERIES RECORDING 
WATCH ONE CHANNEL, RECORD ANOTHER • UPSCALES TO 1080p 
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Freevlew +HD 
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86 INFOCUS SCREENPLAY SP8602-* £3,000 Approx-* www.midwich.com 


-* Specifications 

HD Ready: ves including 1080p24 
3D Ready: no 
Component video: ves three inputs 
HDMI: ves two vl.3 HDMI inputs 
PC input: ves one D-Sub 
12Vtrigger: ves three (lamp, two 
letterbox settings) 
Resolution: 1,920 x 1,080 
Brightness (claimed): 1,300 ANSI 
Lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed): 5,000:1 
Dimensions: 362(w) x 178(h) x 
540(d)mm 
Weight: 7.6kg 
Features: ISF support; motion 
interpolation processing; different 
skin colours available; ships with 
2.5m HDMI; BrilliantColour 
processing; six-segment colour 
wheel; USB and RS-232 control 
options; 260W lamp; 10 manual 
iris settings; plus Auto mode; 
2,500-hour quoted lamp life 
(eco mode) 




& 
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Projection 

resurrection 

InFocus goes back to basics with its first new home cinema projector 
for nearly two years, leaving John Archer impressed 


H aving heard precisely 
zilch home cinema- 
wise since 2008 from 
the once-prolific projection 
brand InFocus, I’d begun to 
wonder if it had become 
another victim of the global 
recession. But rumours 
of its demise were evidently 
greatly exaggerated, 
for the company 
is back, with the 
ScreenPlay SP8602. 
The ScreenPlay name 
isn’t actually new; InFocus used 
it first in 2004. But the SP8602’s 



design is a total departure from 
InFocus projectors of the past, 
ditching the brand's previous 
predilection for curves and small 
footprints in favour of a large, 
elongated rectangular design 
with a predominantly matt black 
body, grille effect down the side 
and silver trim. 

The SP8602’s bulky shape gives 
you the impression that InFocus 
has opted for practical matters like 
optical quality and reducing 
cooling noise over shallow aesthetic 
concerns. That said, the InFocus 
SP8602 isn’t devoid of frivolity. 

For instance, the backlit and 
strikingly simple remote control 
has actually been designed to 
look like a miniature version of the 
projector. I love it, though our Tech 
Labs aren’t as impressed, bemoaning 
the fact that the menu button is sited 
next to standby. 



Then there's the selection of 
interchangeable ‘skins’ InFocus does 
for the SP8602. You can swap the 
standard matt black top panel for 
white, gloss black and even walnut 
wood alternatives. Plus you can get 
a pre-primed skin onto which you 
can apply your own colour. 

InFocus’ frivolity spills over 
into foolishness, though, with the 
extraordinarily bright, neon blue 
circle of light that wraps around the 
lens in the SP8602’s out-of-the-box 
state. Intended to give you an 
exceptionally obvious means of 
knowing when your projector is 
powering down or up, all you really 
notice is the blue pall the light ring 
casts over pictures until you turn the 
feature off. This is possibly the most 
bonkers flourish I’ve ever seen added 
to a projector. 

Getting started 

Setting up the SP8602 wasn’t all 
plain sailing. For instance, while the 
projector does carry vertical and 
horizontal image shifting knobs 
(which you have to remove a panel 
to gain access to), these knobs elicit 
an imprecise and ’lightweight' 
response from the optics. A firmware 
upgrade released has now added 
additional horizontal and vertical 
shift controls to the advanced 
picture menu, giving you some extra 
digital control. 

The SP8602’s 1.5x optical zoom 
isn’t as flexible as I'd have hoped 
from a mid-range projector, either. 




AV/CV 

Product 


InFocus returns 
to the 

projection fray 
with a 

mid-range DLP 
model 


Position: 


The SP8602is 
currently the 
only product 
InFocus has 
confirmed for 
the UK 



Yes, there is a digital zoom feature 
on board, via which the projector 
digitally reduces the image for 
use in rooms with long throw 
distances, but home cinema purists 
are likely to run a mile from such 
a compromise. 

The SP8602 is well-connected, 
though, with highlights of two HDMIs, 
three component ports (which I’d 
actually happily trade two of for a 
third HDMI), three 12V trigger ports 
(which will definitely appeal 
to custom installers), and a Serial 
control bus. 

The image flexibility 
delivered via the 
projector’s onscreen 
menus is prodigious too 

- so much so that the projector 
has been endorsed by the video 
boffins at the Imaging Science 
Foundation (ISF), and DIY tweakers 
will be over the moon. Adjustment 
highlights include red, green and 
blue gain and offset adjustments: 
a startlingly customisable noise 
reduction system; themed gamma 
presets, motion-smoothing 
processing; Texas Instruments' 
BrilliantColour feature; and the 
option to adjust the projector’s iris 
across 10 manual settings, or to 
an Auto mode. 

The Auto mode is a non-starter, 
since its effects on the picture are 
too strident. But the manual settings 
are certainly worth experimenting 
with if you have a darkened room; 
the 50-60 per cent level - with the 
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Blue meanie: 

When switched 
on, the lens 
ring glows 
blue. You’ll 
want to 
deactivate this 
feature ASAP 


lamp output set to low - worked 
best for me. 

Impeccable HD 

Although it takes a little 
experimentation to get there, the 
InFocus SP8602 really can produce 
excellent images for its three grand 
price tag, thanks in particular to 
their impeccable insight - especially 
with HD. 

What do I mean by 'insight’? First, 
HD images look exceptionally sharp 
and detailed (provided you've got 
the NR processing and Overscanning 
off). Next, colours are rendered 
with mostly very natural tones and 
outstanding finesse, in that there’s 
no trace of the colour 
striping or skin tone 
blotching sometimes seen 
with DLP projection. 

Also helping you get the most 
from your hi-def sources is the 
SP8602’s talent for producing 
impressive levels of shadow detail 
from dark image parts - something 
made possible by the fact that it has 
a more than respectable native 
contrast performance (claimed 
at 5,000:1, and measured at higher 
than that by our Tech Labs), so you 
don’t have to take too much 
brightness out of pictures to achieve 
good black levels. 

Additionally, the SP8602’s 
pictures are relatively untroubled 
by those twin DLP issues of the 
rainbow effect and fizzing noise 
over motion. It handles motion 
generally very agreeably, in fact. 
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With InFocus’ Motion Smoothing 
feature switched in, images look 
almost unnervingly smooth - though 
there's a little shimmering around 
the edges of moving objects. If this 
aggravates you, the SP8602‘s 
motion still looks good even with 
the Motion Smoothing technology 
turned off. 

I found the only real blights 
on day-to-day enjoyment of the 
SP8602 are both ‘mechanical’ 
issues. Firstly, despite being markedly 
quieter than previous InFocus 
projectors, I still sometimes noticed 
the SP8602’s rather high-pitched 
running noise, even when using the 
Eco lamp setting. 

Secondly, the projector seems 
bizarrely clumsy at switching 
between input formats. If you swap 
from an HD to a non-HD channel on 
Sky, for instance, the SP8602 goes 
into meltdown, with all sorts of 
flickering screen and whirring fan 
shenanigans before the image 
finally appears. 

Mid-range marvel 

While I’m duty bound to 
acknowledge the InFocus SP8602’s 
various foibles, the fact is that they 
only make up a relatively small part 
of your experience with this projector. 
In other words, once you’ve managed 
to get the SP8602 set up, the only 
thing you’ll really notice for the vast 
majority of the time is a picture 
performance that’s as good as 
anything the mid-range projector 
scene has ever produced 


-♦Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

We measured 340W 
with ourlOOIRE screen: 
the lamp itself 
Isclaimedtobe 
260W in the specs 



Test footage: 

The InFocus draws 
an Identical 
amount of power with 
film as with our 
white screen 


TV Contrast: Ratio 



Picture: We obtained 
a contrast ratio 
of 5540:1 in 
full-brightness mode 
-anexcellent real 
world result that 
exceeds the 
man ufacturer's figure 


Colour accuracy 





Presets: The Warm 
preset is very close to 
the ideal 6.500K, 
however, gain and 
offset controls will 
allow you to tweak the 
colour temp to 6.500K. 
Warmest: 6,400K 
Warm: 7.500K 
Cool: 9.000K 
Bright: 7.600K 



HCC VERDICT 


InFocus ScreenPlay SP8602 
£3,000 Approx 

Highs: Excellent picture quality: good 
range of picture adjustments; 
different ‘skins'; good remote 
Lows: Not as flexible to set up as 
some; clunky input shifting; slightly 
noisy runner 


Performance: OGOO© 
Design: 

Features: 


i:2:3'4:5 


1 2 3 4 5 


Overall: O00O0 
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► Sonos 8 ZonePlayer ZPS5 High- 
Performance Wireless Music System 

► 5 Speakers Powered by S Dedicated Digital 
Amplifiers 


► Blu-ray Disc™ Player 

► 1080p Full HD Picture Quality 

► 24p True Cinema 


PHILIPS 


32PFL7404D 


Panasonic 


TXP37X20BI 


► 32" Full HD 1080p digital TV with Pixel 
Precise HD 

► MPEG4 HDTV Reception / USB 

► Also available in 42" & 52" 


► 37" HD Plasma with 100Hz Double Scan 

► Dynamic Contrast 2,000,000:1 

► Also available in 42" & 50" 


£549.00 



Ilford Showroom: --—- 

543^549 High Road, Ilford , Essex IG1 1TZ 
Call 020 8924 7744 
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Loughton Showroom 
121 Roding Road,. Lough ton 
Call 020 8508 
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Monday to Saturday 9am - 5.30pm except Tuesday (closed). Closed Bank Holiday Monday. 
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Dish of the day 

Marlin Pipe tucks into Grundig's new 500GB twin-tuner Freesat+ DTR, 
and finds it pretty tasty 


I f you can’t get decent Freeview 
reception in your area, and don’t 
want to sign up to a PayTV 
operator like Sky, then Freesat is 
a viable alternative, especially as 
it offers the HD channels BBC HD 
and ITV1 HD. Even better, the 
satellite that carries all its services 
is receivable everywhere in the UK, 
provided that the dish has an 
unblocked view. 

Talking of which, any working 
satellite dish aimed at Astra 2x/ 
Eurobird is your passport to Freesat 
HD. If you've got a Sky Digital dish 
- maybe one fitted by your home’s 
previous occupier - then that will 
do. Having a new dish installed from 
scratch need not be expensive, either 
- prices begin at around £80. 

Of course, you’ll also need a 
Freesat-compatible set-top-box or 
DTR. And that’s where this well- 


specified black box from Grundig 
comes in. 

The HD capable GUFSDTR500HD 
(what a ridiculous name...) is a 
twin-tuner DTR that complies with 
the Freesat + specification. This can 
be loosely considered a satellite 
version of the Freeview+ DTR spec. 
Having said that, a key component 
of Freesat+ is the provision of two 
tuners (as found in Sky+, for 
example). This means you can watch 
one channel while recording another. 
In the Freeview+ world, such 
functionality is not mandatory. 

Be aware, though, that you'll need 
a dual LNB on your dish to make the 
most of Freesat+ - Grundig gives you 
a single-LNB 'loopthrough' function, 
but this restricts the services that can 
be received simultaneously. 

Other Freesat+ goodies will 
be familiar to Freeview+ users, 


AV/CV 

Product: 


twin-tuner 
Freesat+ box 



Humax 

F0XSAT-HDR 


including the useful facility to 
pause and rewind live TV (which 
comes in handy more often than 
I’d thought); easy EPG-driven 
programme-selection and timer 
setting; a recordings library; 
a series recording link to ensure 
you never miss an episode of your 
favourite show again; and 
compensation for ’split’ scheduling 
(handy for when your favourite 
movie is broken in half by ITV’s 
News at Ten). 

Built for HD 
The GUFSDTR500HD 
sports a generous 500GB 
of hard drive storage. 

This is bigger than many DTRs 
on the market, but is necessary 
because it will be used to record 
HD material. You can squeeze 
approximately 125 hours of hi-def 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE AWARDS 2010 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 

































REVIEWS 91 


-J Tech Labs 



recordings on to the HDD, 312 hours 
of standard-definition, or a mixture 
of both. 

Alt of the standard non-DTR 
Freesat features are available 
on the GUFSDTR500HD. Among 
these are support for subtitles and 
audio-described soundtracks, 
access to all Freesat TV and radio 
services and digital teletext. 

You also get a Ethernet port on the 
back of the unit, which the manual 
states is 'for 'future use’. The good 
news is that access to BBC’s iPlayer 
catch-up service has already 
been activated. 

Also on the rear panel is a USB 
port, which the manual tells us is 
for 'factory upgrades’. And, it would 
seem, nothing else besides. The 
Freesat+ specification can include 
the ability to play music (MP3) and 
photos (JPEG) transferred to the 
internal hard drive via USB, but 
this isn't covered by the 
GUFSDTR500HD. Plugging in a 
USB device laden with such content 
was ignored; it couldn’t even be 
selected in the USB section of the 
menu. But that's a minor criticism. 

Another downside is that the only 
analogue audio output is via Scart. 
Still, you’re more likely to be 
interested in the digital audio 
outputs - both optical and coaxial 
- which are capable of piping 5.1 
bitstreams to your AV gear. 

Overall, the GUFSDTR500HD is 
a solidly-made product that works 


Push the 
button: 

The Grundig’s 
front-panel 
controls are 
straightforward 


well. It’s friendly to install, with 
a wizard taking you through the 
process. Day-to-day usage, in 
keeping with the Freesat ‘house- 
style’, is intuitive and responsive 
with acceptable channel-change 
waits. If you’ve ever used Sky+, 
you’ll be pleased to learn that it’s 
just as easy to schedule recordings 
with the GUFSDTR500HD direct 
from its eight-day EPG. 

Pictures and sound are also 
impressive, especially from hi-def 
channels like BBC HD. Sound from 
decent-quality radio stations is 
superior to DAB, on account of 
the higher bitrates that tend to 
be employed. I found upscaled 
standard-def channels (to 1080i, 
but no higher) to be smooth and free 
of artifacts. 

I also like the fact that the power 
supply is external (In theory, you 
could run the unit from any 12V DC 
source - even a car battery, should 
we end up in a Mad Max -style 
post-apocalyptic dystopia). This 
means the Grundig is cool running, 
boding well for reliability. 


The space race 

At £280, the GUFSDTR500HD is 
pricier than its direct competitor, 
the Humax FOXSAT-HDR, but offers 
180GB more hard disk drive storage 
space. That may be enough to tip 
you in favour of Grundig’s unit, 
especially if you're an HD TV junkie. 
Well worth investigating 


Power consumption: Watts 



Idling: 23W Is par for 
the course. Both of the 
LNB feeds were used 
here, just as you would 
in a full domestic 
installation 



Playing: Only slightly 
higher than in idling 
mode, and just slightly 
higher than an average 
Blu-ray player 


Specifications 

HDD/PVR: yes 500GB 
DVB tune': yes, twin Freesat HD 

Upscaling: yes up to 1080i 
HDMLves 
C omponent output: no 
Phono output: no 
Digital audio output: yes coaxial and 
optical 

Dimensions: 290(w) x 250(d) 
x 50(h)mm 
Weight 2.6kg 
Also featuring: VCR (composite) and 
TV (RGB/composite) Scarts; 

Ethernet; USB; Freesat wizard-driven 
setup; 8-day EPG; series link; timer 
clash warning; live pause/rewind; 
preview/protect recording; 
simultaneously record/play; record 
one channel while viewing another; 
compatible with all Freesat services 
including digital teletext/subtitles/ 
audio descriptions 



HCC VERDICT 

Grundig GUFSDTR500HD 
£280 Approx 
Highs: Capacious 500GB HDD; 
Freesat+ certified; external power 
supply means it’s cool-running 
Lows: USB functionality currently 
disabled; looks a bit chunky in your 
kit rack 

Performance: O0OO0 
Design: OGGOO 
Features: OOQGO 

Overall: 00600 
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Pint-sized power server 

Small and well behaved, Iomega's new NAS is built for fun, says Steve May 



AV/CV 

Product: 


Low-profile 

entertainment 

NAS 



flagship 

consumer 

server 




I omega’s second-gen NAS box, the 
StorCenter 1X2, is a pocket-sized 
powerhouse for those looking to 
move their digital media off one (or 
more) PCs and onto a Share that can 
be accessed by the growing market 
of networkable AV kit - everything 
from TVs to dedicated streamers are 
now primed to work with NAS boxes. 

The 1X2 is a Minogue-like NAS, 
significantly smaller than rival boxes 
from Netgear and LG, with a beautiful 
curvy, brushed aluminium finish that 
matches the brand's external HDD 
range. Connectivity includes a trio of 
USB 2.0 slots and Giganet Ethernet 
port. The third USB slot is on the 
front, along side a Copy button. Hook 
up a USB stick or drive, and you can 
quickly dump the content to the NAS. 

I estimate that it would take most 
users no longer than 20 minutes to 
get the 1X2 up and running. Iomega's 
Installer disc provides a browser 
wizard which guides you through 
a short, painless setup routine. 

Under the Media Services tab 
in the Web-ui are three icons: Media 
Server, Picture Transfer and Video 
Surveillance. The first is the UPnP 
DLNA server, visible to other UPnP 
devices on your network, as well as 
iTunes; the Picture Transfer mode 
requires you to hook-up a camera 


direct to copy across image files 
(I’d rather have a card reader): 
Surveillance function supports up 
to seven cameras (but failed to find 
my security camera at all. If this 
area is of interest, check you have 
a compatible device). 

The 1X2 model is better equipped 
than its forbear. Features include an 
integrated BitTorrent client and a 
basic Remote Access feature, which 
is free for the first year but then 
requires a subscription. The Torrent 
client is lightweight but effective. 
There is no other integrated 
download tool, though. With torrents 
falling from favour, it would be nice 
to have some other D/L alternatives, 
such as a JDownloader variant for 
managing Rapidshare downloads. 

Network compliance is fine. 

The device popped up on both a PS3 
and Xbox 360, and was visible to 
a Popcorn Hour HDX and Western 
Digital Live. Streaming HD media was 
problem free, and the 1X2 is a good 
deal faster than its predecessor. 

In a networked home 
entertainment system, you need a 
NAS to be visible, quiet and, above 
all, easy to use. This Iomega unit ticks 
all three boxes. It's also well built, 
offers drive redundancy and throws 
in some cool extras 


-» Specifications 

Features: Compatible with 
Windows, Mac or Linux; RAID 1/ 
JBOD modes; supported Network 
File Protocols: CIFS/SMB/Rally 
(Microsoft); NFS (Linux/UNIX); 
AFP/Bonjour (Apple); FTP; HTTP; 

HTTPS; SNMP; Gigabit Ethernet 
connectivity with Jumbo frame 
support; iSCSI target; Remote 
Access via a personalised web 
address; one-touch copying via 
the QuikTransfer button; Print 
Server capability for up to three 
USB printers connected to the 
StorCenter 1x2-200; UPnP/DLNA 
Certified Media Server; Torrent 
Download Manager (the 
StorCenter ix2-200 manages 
peer-to-peer file transfers without 
the need of a dedicated PC) 
Dimensions: 162(w) x 165(d) x 
231(h)mm 
Weight: 5.2kg 


-* Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Idling: Power 
consumption is 
reasonable at 19W. The 
drives spin down when 
not In use (you set the 
Power-Down time from 
a menu). 



Playing: There's no 
measurable power 
consumption difference 
when the device is 
streaming 



HCC VERDICT 

Iomega 1X2-200 2TB NAS 
£215 Approx 
Highs: Small; easy to use; integrated 
BitTorrent client; UPnP/DLnA 
compliant 

Lows: No remote streaming function 

Performance: OQQGQ 
Design: 0060© 
Features: O0QGO 

Overall: 
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Don't miss any of this 

summer’s sporting action 




audio T 


Sound Vision Solutions 


Audio T is one of the oldest and most respected hi-fi retailers in the world. Started in 1966 - the year that England 
last won the football World Cup (now, that's a long time ago!) the company has always been innovative - selling 
the best from large and small companies alike. 


Our reputation for selling the best 2 channel products is well known. Less well known is that we were one of the first 
retailers to embrace home cinema in the days when fiat screens and home cinema rooms were just a dream. 


Now imagine combining a state of the art screen or home cinema into your lounge in time for the forthcoming 
fantastic summer of sport? You'll get an un-interrupted view and we can put you in the centre of all the action! 


Some of the key home cinema brands we stock include: Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon,Epson, Focal, Humax, JVC, KEF, Marantz, 
Monitor Audio, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, PMC, Q Acoustics, REL, SIM2, Sony, Velodyne, Wharfedale and Yamaha. 

•Note: all our shops make their own choices of product so brands vary in different stores. We are not an anonymous chainl Please check our website or call before travelling. 


23 individual stores across the UK 

Basingstoke 01256 324311 Blackpool 01253 300599 Bolton 01204 395789 Brentwood 01277 264730 Brighton 01273 609431 
Bristol 01179 264975 Camberley 01276 685597 Cardiff 029 20228565 Cheltenham 01242 583960 Enfield 020 8367 3132 
Epsom 01372 748888 Lancaster 01524 39657 Manchester 0161 839 8869 Oxford 01865 765961 Portsmouth 023 9266 3604 
Preston 01772 883958 Reading 0118 958 5463 Southampton 023 8025 2827 Swansea 01792 474608 Swindon 01793 538222 

Tunbridge Wells 01892 525666 Warrington 01925 632179 Worcester 01905 619059 

www.audio-t.co.uk 
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One for all 

If you're in the market for a no-frills DVD/HDD recorder, Marlin Pipe 
reckons that Panasonic might just have the machine for you... 


O nly a few short years ago, the 
DVD/HDD recorder was third 
in the AV desirability stakes, 
behind a plasma screen and a decent 
surround-sound audio system. Not 
only would this digital dream-ticket 
play DVDs, but TV shows plucked 
out of the ether by an integral tuner 
or external set-top box could be 
recorded onto the HDD. Any material 
deemed worthy of preservation could 
be subsequently dubbed onto blank 
DVD-Rs, compatible with practically 
every regular DVD player. Extra points 
could be awarded if the recorder had 
a digital tuner. 

Today, it’s nearly impossible to 
find a recorder that doesn’t have a 
digital tuner. Something else that can 
also be taken for granted is an HDMI 
output, which usually combines with 
an upscaling feature to give 


standard-def DVDs and TV 
programmes some extra sparkle. 

All of these desirable features 
are built into Panasonic’s new 
DMR-EX773, which sits at the more 
affordable end of the brand’s range. 
It’s quite obvious where savings have 
been made to meet the aggressive 
price-point: build quality is somewhat 
on the lightweight side: there’s only 
a single digital-only tuner; and the 
component output and front-panel 
S-video input of previous generations 
are absent. Owners of DV 
camcorders might also be put off by 
the absence of a FireWire connector 
for digital dubbing. 

To be fair to Panasonic, though, 

DV camcorders are somewhat passe 
nowadays. That’s probably why the 
company has instead provided a USB 
port, which can be used to dub 


AV/CV 

Product: 

Positioning: 


ower- 
midrange 
model from 
Panasonic 


Sony 


Sony 

RDR-DC100; 

Toshiba 

RD-99DT; 

LGRHT497H 


footage from HDD and SD card 
camcorders, and play DivX, JPEG and 
MP3 music files. There’s no SD card 
slot, but you can plug in a USB- 
interfaced SD card reader. 

Flexible 

The DMR-EX773 doesn’t record 
a TV channel’s digital datastream 
as broadcast - it’s re-encoded - but 
this means recording times are 
more flexible. And, if you stick to the 
lower-quality modes, you can cram 
a lot more on the HDD or DVD. 
Unfortunately, subtitles - if specified 
- are permanently burnt into the 
recording, and the recording of radio 
programmes is inefficient because 
video is preserved, too. 

In all other respects, though, the 
machine performs splendidly. I love 
the no-nonsense user interface. 
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It may not have changed very much 
in the ten or so years that Panasonic 
has been making DVD recorders, 
but what it lacks in chic is 
more than compensated 
for in terms of friendliness. 

Less staid in appearance is the 
colourful GuidePlus EPG, which can 
schedule the 32-event/l-month 
timer directly. It also offers a 
programme-search facility, 
categorisation of programmes and 
auto-renewal recording. In other 
words, it helps you make the most of 
the expanded viewing opportunities 
that Freeview gives you. 

Panasonic provides a choice of 
four recording modes, ranging from 
1 to 8 hours per single-layer disc 
(up to 279 hours, if you’re using the 
160GB HDD). Editing tools for HDD 
allow unwanted material to be 
discarded with the minimum of 
hassle. The EX773's DVD recorder 
is multi-format, with support for 
dual-layer media. You can copy 
from the HDD to DVD at high speed 
if you're using the same recording 
mode. Alternatives include 'real-time' 
copying in a different mode, and 
a 'make-it-fit' option that 
automatically determines the 
recording bitrate needed to fit your 
selection neatly on a single disc. Cram it in- 

Compatibility crisis? HDDcanfitup 

During testing, I encountered a to 279 hours of 

problem with the deck. The USB port material 


meant I could dub footage 
from my Everio camcorder to the 
HDD, and thence to DVD. Well, 
that’s the theory; unfortunately, 
while the dubbing operation 
proceeded (at high speed) without 
a hitch - and the newly-HDD'ed 
content being playable initially 
-1 returned to it later to find that 
it could no longer be accessed. 

There was no alternative but to carry 
out the dubbing operation again 
with fingers crossed. I’ve alerted 
Panasonic - frankly, such 
incompatibilities should not arise. 

I'm sure that everything’s hunky dory 
if you're using a Panasonic cam, but 
what if you’re not? 

In regular use, this machine is 
difficult to fault. Pictures are 
impressive - in the top (‘XP’/lhr.) 
mode, it’s difficult to discriminate 
between a recording and the original 
source, and the SP mode is tidy, too. 
Digital TV itself is also nicely 
rendered. In all modes, sound quality 
is superb - as is DVD playback. 

Conclusion 

So overall, the DMR-EX773 is a 
tasty box of tricks, but one that isn’t 
without its niggles. I also think it’s 
about time that Panasonic included 
a ‘datastream’ recording option 
on its Freeview models. Come on 
Panny, you’ve already built it into 
your Freesat/Blu-ray recorders 
- don’t forget the little guys! 



->Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



Idling: A fair result. 
Compare that with the 
gas-guzzling VCRs of 
yesteryear... 



Playing: Spinning DVDs 
uses slightly more 
power. Note the menu 
has a feature that 
engages standby mode 
after a preset period 


Audio Jitter Ps 


500 



Sound: Fora 
non-audiophile 
product, this is a pretty 
good result 


Video Jitter: Ns 

10 



Vision: A fairly average 
result, but no instability 
of any kind was noted 
during testing 


- Specifications 

DVD Recorder: yes it writes to DVD-R/ 
RW, DVD+R/RW and DVD-RAM 
Dual-layer recording: ves 
Hard Drive: ves160GB (up to 279 hours 
recording) 

DVB tuner: ves (but no analogue tuner) 
Upscaling: yes to 1080p 
Recording modes: 4 plus FR 
MP3/JPEG playback: yes/yes 
USB reader: vis 
Memory card slot: no 
HDMI socket: ves with CEC support 
Component output: no 
DV input: no 
Dimensions: 430(w) x 59(h) 
x286(d)mm 
Weight: 3.5kg 
Also featuring: Handset with multi- 
brand TV control; RGB Scart input/ 
output; CD jukebox; manual chapter 
creation; divide/partial erase; 
high-speed dubbing; real-time 
dubbing to lower-quality mode; 
one-touch copying between 
HDD/DVD; GuidePlus (without STB 
control); automatic grouping of 
recordings; playlist editing; PCM 
audio recording option (for XP 
mode); 32-event/l-month timer; 
playback picture adjustment; digital 
teletext; Freeview+ certification; 
view DVD while HDD records; 
optical digital output 



HCC VERDICT 

Panasonic DMR-EX773 
£300 Approx 
Highs: Excellent AV performance; 

sensibly-featured 
Lows: No analogue tuner or infra-red 
control over STB; compatibility 
issues with camcorder dubbing 

Performance: OOQQO 
Design: OGGGO 
Features: OGQGG 

Overall: 00600 
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96 PANASONIC DMP-BD45->£170 Approx -> www.panasonic.co.uk 


Blu-ray strip show 

Gareth Mason wonders if he's getting the full monty for £170 


With the DMP-BD45, 

Blu-ray stalwart 
Panasonic hopes to 
fend off its rivals by 
levering open a gap 
in the competitive 
entry-level market with an 
affordable stripped-down player. 

Its saving grace is likely to be 
that it’s the features that have been 
cut, rather than anything that’s likely 
to affect the player’s performance. 

The company's pedigree in this 
respect make this deck a solidly 
reliable buy. There’s still a market 
out there for those who have little 
interest in anything bar the pictures 
and sound, and Panasonic has these 
people in its sights. 

Highs 

• Blu-ray pictures are stunning, 
exhibiting great detail, texture, depth 
and clarity with no digital 
unpleasantness to spoil the show. 



• Audio also earns 
worthy plaudits. Through the HDMI, 
detail is subtle and clear with 
plenty of bass, and is backed up 

by an expansive soundstage. 

• The remote and onscreen menus 
complement each other and are well 
designed and easy to negotiate. 

• Picture processing benefits from 
the deck’s use of the spanking new 
P4HD version from higher up the 
range. Upscaling and motion 
detection are part of its armoury. 

Lows 

• Bizarrely, this is a Profile 1.1 
machine, meaning BD-Live is 
sacrificed. I wasn’t even aware the 
BDA allowed 1.1 decks to be sold, and 


this makes the DMP-BD45 almost 
obsolete in tech terms. 

• It’s not only the Ethernet port 
that’s gone - the BD45 also lacks 
multichannel analogue outputs, 
meaning no lossless audio if you 
own an HDMI-free amplifier. 

• Some BD-Live models can be 
found for a similar amount and a 
little more could buy you a stonker. 


HCC VERDICT 

Panasonic DMP-BD45 
£170 Approx 


Old school: 

Dare you buy 
a Profile 1.1 
Blu-ray 
spinner? 


Overall: 


TVHANGA WALLMOUNT -> FROM £10 Approx -» www.tvhanga.com 

How’s it hanging? 

Chris Jenkins mounts his flatscreen TV with little fuss 


TVhanga is a system for hanging 
flatscreen TVs on a brick, wood, stone 
or plasterboard wall. It relies on 
inserting bolts into the TV’s VESA 
connection sockets, then hanging 
these on a set of two or four brackets 
screwed to the wall. Each bracket will 
bear a weight of 60kg, giving a total 
of 120kg for a small set with two 
brackets, and 240kg for a large 
one with four - enough for any TV. 

The brackets come in a number 
of profiles: surface, ultra-low profile, 


JMMMMVTA 
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and low profile. The ULP and LP 
models allow you to pass cables 
through them; the surface type is 
designed so the TV is completely 
flat against the wall, and you chase 
inlets into the wall to allow space 
for cables. 

The TVhanga kit comes with 
a large plastic template sheet 
with a built-in spirit level, marked 
with outlines for four different sizes 
of screen and an instructional DVD. 

Using the flattest of the brackets, 
with the wall chased to fit the 
bolt-heads and cables, will result in 
your TV standing only 1.2mm off the 
wall; and you can’t get much flatter 
than that. Of course, you won't be 
able to angle it, but TVhanga is 
working on a low-profile swivelling 
bracket to solve that one. 

Highs 

• As it is able to be fitted with the 
bare minimum of tools, TVhanga 


is a sound alternative to a more 
cumbersome mount, and the 
services of a fitter. 

•The whole kit fits in a small 
cardboard tube, unlike some of the 
massive TV mounts we've seen. 

• It’s economical - prices range from 
£10 to £50 depending on size/type. 

Lows 

• You can't angle the TV once it’s 
been mounted. 

• Simple though it is, we wouldn't 
recommend you tackle fitting this 
unless you’re confident using a power 
drill and screwdriver. And it’s definitely 
a two-man job getting a large set up 
on the mounts. 


HCC VERDICT 

TVhanga flatscreen wallmount 
£10-£50 Approx 


Overall: OQOQO 


In Brief 

“Yippee Ki-Yay 
Moviegoer!” 

Titan Books 
£10 approx 



Seagalogy 
authorVernis 
back wit ha 
collection of 
writings about 
‘Bruce Willis, 
Badass Cinema 
and Other 
Important 
Topics’. Unlike 
his previous 
book, this is a 
collection of‘net 
reviews and 
essays. It lacks 
the cohesion of 
his superb study 
of Steven 
Seagal’s career, 
but is still a 
damn funny 
read. 

1 2 3 4 5 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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Raising the bar 

Adrian Justins lets his TV's speakers take a holiday 
and auditions four stylish soundbar solutions 


MONITOR AUDIO 
RADIUS ONE HD 

£450 Approx 

MA’s Radius series soundbar 
is passive, so it requires a 
separate amp to deliver left, 
centre and right channels to 
its individually crafted drivers 
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THE TEST 

The quest to make flatscreens 
as slim as possible comes at 
a cost - sound quality. No 
matter what size screen you 
buy you'll probably only get 
two weedy 10W speakers. 
Rather shocking really, 
but it's generally accepted 


that anyone who gives a jot 
about sound will invest 
in a separate audio system. 
Ideally this will be a surround 
one, but when cost or clutter 
are overriding factors a good 
compromise is a soundbar. 

Soundbars vary greatly in 
terms of what they can do 


- some require a separate 
amp, some come with a 
subwoofer, some offer a 
virtual surround effect 

- but they all do one thing 

- improve your TV's sound. 
You just need to find one that 
sounds as good as your 

TV looks (and works with 
your other kit). 



YAMAHA 

YSP-5100 

£1,350 Approx 

A premium-priced beast, packed 
to the grilles with HD decoders, 
HDMI switching and over 40 mini 
drivers that ping individual sound 
beams around your room 



£670 Approx 

Available directly from Teufel 
in Germany, the Soundbar 50 
comes supplied with a sizeable 
subwoofer. Connectivity and 
audio processing are fairly basic 
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A t their most basic, soundbars 
are loudspeakers, like the 
Monitor Audio Radius one 
HD, in the shape of a bar (quelle 
surprise). They are designed to sit 
under your TV and are capable of 
superior audio reproduction when 
hooked up to an amplifier. 

Most soundbars, however, cram 
in some internal electronics coupled 
with a variety of audio inputs, 
and are capable of decoding 
Dolby Digital and DTS 5.1 surround 
sound formats. 

Taken to its logical conclusion, 
the highest specified models, such 
as Yamaha’s YSP-5100, are a match 
for most high-end amplifiers with 
high-resolution audio decoding and 
amplification, HDMI connections, 
and video switching. 

Although all soundbars are 
guaranteed to improve on a TV’s 
performance, there’s only so much 
a single bar can do and many 
models overcome the physical 
constraints of the narrow shape by 
including a separate subwoofer to 


provide meaningful bass 
reproduction. Of course, introducing 
a subwoofer introduces clutter so, 
as with the Samsung on test here, 
a wireless sub often provides the 
neatest solution. 

The models in this grouptest cover 
all the bases In terms of functionality 
and the results should at the very 
least help you in choosing the right 
type of soundbar. 

Design 

A problem with soundbars is 
that they aren't really suitable for 
plonking down in front of a television, 
as they often block the screen's 
remote signal or sit awkwardly 
on your AV furniture. That's why 
all of our test models can 
be wall-mounted using 
supplied brackets or 
placed in an AV rack, although 
the Yamaha YSP-5100’s substantial 
dimensions require an equally 
sizeable rack. 

The Samsung is the cheapest- 
looking, made of lightweight plastic 


and with no grille protecting its 
drivers. It’s certain to need careful 
dusting. That’s not to say it feels 
cheap, it’s just that the other three 
are more solidly-built, with the 
Monitor Audio Radius One HD 
boasting the cleanest look and 
classiest design. Note that with 
this 'bar the bass is front-ported 
for the centre channel but 
downward-firing for the left and right 
channels, so it can’t be placed on 
a flat surface. 

Yamaha's YSP-5100 packs in 
some substantial electronics and 
weighs a serious 11kg. Whilst not 
exactly ugly, it does lack a bit of 
finesse. Teufel’s Cinebar 50 is a good 
compromise between functionality 
and aesthetics, although the 
front-mounted USB port mars 
the central control panel, which is 
also home to an LED display and 
buttons that control power, source 
and volume. 

Other connections on all models 
are on the rear, as you’d expect. 
Samsung and Yamaha have 


SAMSUNG HWC450-»£250 Approx -> www.samsung.com 



In brief any hi-res Blu-ray formats, but this 

This package’s 120W wirelessly- compact unit does boast a selection 

connected subwoofer offers of seven soundfield modes to suit 

some real welly with unbeatable whatever genre your playing. 

convenience and flexibility. Inputs on 

the bar are limited, though, with no 

coaxial audio socket, and Samsung 

makes no claim about generating 

surround sound - it's strictly a 2.1 

solution. Unsurprising, then, that 

audio decoding doesn't stretch to 


Around 
the back: 

The Samsung 
soundbars 
rear sockets 
are recessed, 
meaning it can 
be fitted flush 
against a wall 
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recessed sockets to allow flush 
wall mounting, but not so with the 
Teufel. This comes with lin-deep 
brackets that make it stick out 
when mounted on a wall, a rather 
unsightly solution when viewed 
from off-axis. 

The Samsung’s compact Wi-Fi 
subwoofer can be tucked away 
behind the sofa if you want, but 
I actually think it’s a smart-looking 
piece of kit. On the other hand, 
the Teufel’s wired bass bin is 


DESIGN 

Round-up: Well, they’re all black 
and oblong-shaped, but Monitor 
Audio’s model is probably the 
cleanest and classiest-looking of 
this quartet. Samsung’s grilleless 
affair is less impressive but benefits 
from its a compact wireless 
subwoofer. Both the Teufel and 
Yamaha bars offer a no-nonsense 
design that should blend easily with 
your flatscreen TV 

Samsung HWC450: O00OO 


Yamaha YSP-5100: 


1 2 3 4 5 


Monitor Audio Radius 1 HD: OGOO© 
Teufel Soundbar 50: ooogo 


a brute that will consume a 
substantial amount of living room 
real estate and must be placed 
at least two feet away from any 
other electronics. 

Aside from the Monitor Audio 
Radius One HD, each of these 
soundbars is supplied with a 
remote control. Teufel’s is one 
of those cheap looking credit-card 
sized jobs, the Samsung’s 
half-pint handset has about 
a dozen buttons, whilst the 
Yamaha comes with one 
of the tallest, most heavy- 
duty remote handsets 
around. The latter two seem 
well matched to their respective 
components but both have some 
redundant buttons. 

Features 

Monitor Audio's Radius One HD 
is simply a passive loudspeaker 
(hence why it doesn’t ship with 
a remote control), albeit one 
specifically tailored to soundbar 
duties. Each of its three channels 


has a dedicated braced 
compartment and individually- 
specified crossovers. The centre 
channel section houses twin 
4in MMPII mid/bass drivers 
while the left and right channels 
make do with one each. All 
three channels provide high- 
frequency thrills from 1 in C-CAM 
gold dome tweeters. 

The Teufel Cinebar 50 has six 
individual drivers in the main unit 
(two tweeters, two mid-rangers and 
two low-mids). These are powered 
by an integrated 2 x 100W RMS 
power amp. 

Samsung’s HWC450 again uses 
six drivers in a two-channel array; 
two 1.5in tweeters, and four 2in 
mid-rangers. The amplification is 
rated at 2 x 80W. 

The Yamaha YSP5100 does 
things altogether differently, packing 
more drivers than an a BSM learning 
centre (well, 44) into its chassis. 
Each 4.5in subwoofer is powered by 
a 20W amp, with the other cones 
powered by 80W of further grunt. 



In brief 

This is the latest in a long line of 
sound projectors from the daddy 
of the technology. With features 
including HDMI switching, multiple 
audio inputs and every cutting-edge 
audio decoder under the sun, 
the YSP-5100 is more than ready 
to generate actual multichannel 
surround sound from its 44 mini 
drivers, by bouncing sound off 
your walls and ceiling to arrive 
at your sweet spot in perfect 
synchronisation. It’s a premium 
bit of kit with price tag to match. 


lack pack: 

Yamaha's 
soundbar 
features a 
wealth of 
analogue and 
digital hookups 
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For a soundbar, it can't harm to 
have as many input connections as 
possible, especially digital, but some 
of our grouptest challengers are 
a bit underwhelming in this regard. 
The Teufel has one coaxial and 
one optical input plus dual stereo 
phonos. Sure, many DVD and Blu-ray 
decks have coaxial audio outputs 
but many also only have optical 
outputs, so one optical input on 
a soundbar may not be enough 
for anyone hoping to hookup to 
an STB (eg Sky+ HD), disc-spinner 
and flatscreen TV. 

The Samsung is not much better, 
with just dual optical inputs and 
one analogue stereo jack. 

Both these models are capable 
of Dolby Digital 5.1 decoding. 

The Teufel adds Dolby Virtual 
Speaker and Samsung has DTS 
decoding. They also offer pre-set 
DSP modes for different genres. 

The Samsung HWC450 has a handy 
optional auto-on setting so that it 
always fires up when you switch on 
your source. 


The Yamaha's connections put 
it in a different league, quite frankly. 
Four HDMI inputs and one output 
make it a proper home cinema hub. 
These are complemented by dual 
optical and a single coaxial audio 
input plus analogue component 
video, 7.1 preouts and onboard 
decoding of most common DVD and 
Blu-ray audio formats. Eleven DSP 
modes are available except when 
listening to straight stereo or HD 
audio signals. A wireless subwoofer 
can be added although it wasn’t 
tested here. 

Because of the passive nature 
of the Monitor Audio Radius One HD, 
it's bereft of any inputs save its three 
sets of speaker terminals. 

Performance 

The real test of any home cinema 
component is, of course, how it 
performs, and there are clear 
differences between the quartet 
of products tested here. 

Hooked up to a Denon AVR, the 
Monitor Audio Radius one HD does 


a superb job. Listening to the 
Fantastic Four Blu-ray, the Thing’s 
growly voice can be heard 
effortlessly, and even at loud 
volumes the fire truck crashing 
on the Brooklyn Bridge doesn’t 
screech painfully. 

Listening to TV material is so 
much more engrossing, too. When 
I routed a Panasonic Viera’s optical 
output to the Radius One HD via 
the Denon, dialogue almost took 
on life-like quality. Not being a huge 
fan of loud bass [Eh? Ed], I’m more 


FEATURES 

Round-up: The Yamaha YSP-5100 
easily claims top spot in this 
category, thanks to its extensive 
connectivity, audio decoders and 
supplied setup mic. The Samsung 
and Teufel models offer quite basic 
hookup and sound processing. The 
passive Radius One has little in the 
way of features, other than its 
quality drive units. 
Samsung HWC450: OG0OG 


Yamaha YSP-5100 


i:2'3:«:5 


Monitor Audio Radius 1 HD: 


1 2 3 4 5 


Teufel Cinebar50: 


1 . 2 . 3*5 


MONITOR AUDIO RADIUS ONE HD-»£450 Approx -> www.monitoraudio.co.uk 



In brief 

There are no electronics within 
the Radius one HD - it’s simply 
an elongated loudspeaker that 
combines the drivers for left, 
centre and right channels. Built to 
complement MA's acclaimed Radius 
lineup, the One HD borrows heavily 
from its higher-end stablemates and 
makes no compromise in its design 
or constructions. 


Speakeasy: 

Connectivity is 
limited to 
speaker 
terminals - just 
wire it up to 
your amp for a 
stylish front 
sounds tage 
solution 
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freesat^ 


HD digital TV recorder 

XX/OTCH PND SECORD 


THE WORLO CUP 

IN HO 



• PAUSE, REWIND AND RECORD HD TV • SERIES REC 
• WATCH ONE CHANNEL, RECORD ANOTHE 
• UPSCALE TO 1080i • DIGITAL SOUND QUALITY 
OVER 140 DIGITAL TV CHANNELS WITHOUT SUBSCRIPTION FEE 




USS3U 


www.sagemcomdigital.co.uk 


digitally! 

Hi ml» w il 
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h j fj Central London’s One Stop Electronics Superstore 


SONY JVC Panasonic & LG Authorised UK Dealers -BOSE~ TOSHIBA QYAMAHA 


SHARP 

LE600 Series 



AQUOS 1D80P Full HD Screen 
LED Backlight TV with New X- 
GEN Panel, Mercury Free, Eco 
Features & 3 HDMI Inputs 


AQUOS 1080P Full HD LED 
Backlight with 100Hz, USB 
Input for JPEG / MP3 Playback, 
Eco Features & 4x HDMI 



TOSHIBA 

46XV635DB 




46" Regza XV Scries FULL 
HD 1060P Digital LCD TV 
with Meta Brain, Resolution 
Plus, Active Vision lOOhz 8 
4 x HDMI 


£ 799.95 


( SMltttO 1 

37" Regza XV Series FULL HD 
1080P Digital LCD TV with 
Meta Brain, Auto View, Active 
Vision M100HD Pro & 4x HDMI 


£ 569.95 


40" Series 8 Ultra Slim Crystal 
Design FULL HD 1080P LED TV 
with Mega Dynamic Contrast 
Ratio, 200hz Motion Plus 8 
Mcdl'P2.0 


PS50C7000 



50" 3D FULL HD Plasma TV 
with Freeview HD, HDMIx4, 
100Hz, Internet®TV, Wireless 
LAN Adaptor Support, Connect 
Share Movie 
Also Available in 63” 


wav/fi 


C5800 Series 



FREEVIEW HD Slim LED TV 
with DINA, 2 USB 8 HDMIx4 


Available in 32”, 37" 40" & 46* 


LED 


BDC8200 


High Definition Blu-ray DVD 
Player with 250GB Internal 
Memory + 6 FREE BLU-RAY 
FILMS 






£ 399.95 


Panasonic 


TXP50G20 In-Store Only 


FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY . 



50” Full HD Plasma Telcvsion 
with Freeview HD and Freesat 
HD and 600Hz Technology 

With Free Delivery 
Also Available in 32”, 40”, 
46", 55” & 65' 

Available In-Store Onh 


in-StoreOnl^^ 


TXP46S20 


In-Store Only 



FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


46" Full HD Plasma Tdcvsion 
with Freeview HD and 600Hz 
Technology, X.V Colour, 24p 
Cinema Vision & HDMI Link 

Available In-Store Only 


£ 899.99 



32" VIERA FULL HD LCD TV 
with Wde IPS Alpha Panel, 
20,000:1 Contrast , VIERA Link 
, VIERA Image Viewer (JPEG) 

8 V-Audio Surround 


£ 449.95 


DMPBD80 


y 




Multi-Region Blu-Ray DVD 
Player with SD Card Slot, 

USB, VIERA CAST, BD-Live, 
x.v.Colour, Picture Adjustment 
, Night Surround Mode, Super 
li Speed Scan 8 VIERA Link + 
2 FREE FILMS SLUMDOG + 
ANGEL AND DEMONS 


£ 159.95 


DL40Z5800 In-Store Only 



SONY 


FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 


40" (102cm) Full HD 1080 
LCD Tdcvlsion with Integrated 
Freesat, Motionflow 200Hz, 
AppICast’”, USB Media Player 
8 4x HDMI 


Also Available in 40”, 46” ft 52* 


£ 859.95 


KDL40NX803 In-Store Only 


FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY 



40” (102cm), Full HD 1080, 
LCD TV with Monolithic Design, 
Edge LED 8 built-in W-Fi 
access 


*•© C9“ 


EX603 Series 



FREE! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY . 


Full HD 1080, LCD TV with 
Edge LED, slim frame 8Wi-Fi 
Ready for access to online 
content 

Available In-Store Only 


MD oft lisa 


Multi-Region Full HD 1080p 
, Blu-Ray Player, x.v.Color, BO- 
I Live , Built-in USB Port 8 DVD 
Upscaling via HDMI + 2 FREE 
BLU-RAY FILM 


£ 219.95 


BUY NOW PAY LATER! INTEREST FREE CREDIT* for 10 Months 


‘Available on Orders over £750 


AV / Stereo Receivers/ Amps Hi-Fi Components 


| AVR-137. £229.99' 

I AVR-145. £229.99 

Nad C326. £239.99 

j Nad C316. £199.99 

1 Marantz PM-5003(S). £179.99 

1 Marantz CD-5003.£199.99 

1 Teac AR-650. £CALL 

Teac PDD2620. £129.99 

Yamaha AS-700. £359.99 

Yamaha CDS-700. £279.99 

f Marantz PM-4001 ose.£159.99 

Marantz PM-6002(S). £249.99 

| Teac AG-790. £CALL 

. HARMAN KARDON HK 3390....£239.99 

HARMAN KARDON HD-980. £199.9' 

HARMAN KARDON HD-990. £339.991 


‘Subject to status 



Speakers & Subwoofers 


INFINITY SW10. 

JBL ES150 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. 

,....£119.99 

. £199.99 

JBL ES250PW BLK, CHERRY, BEECH....£299.99 

JBL ES100 BLK.. 

. £469.99 

JBL F<»n BLK 

new no 

JBL ES80 BLK. 

. £349.99 

JBL L890 Black.. 

. £599.99 

JBL ES30 BLK... 

....£169.99 


' Yamaha AX-397. £174.< 


JBL ES20 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £139.991 

JBL ES25 BLK, CHERRY, BEECH. £109.991 

Mission MV-6.....(Ex-Display). .£129.99| 

Mission MV-8.....(Ex-Disp(ay).. ......£ 169.99 1 

Wharfdale Diamond 10.5.. .£199.99 1 

Wharfdale Diamond 10.10 MX-SUB. £269.99j 

INFINITYT BETA 40 - 3-Way Dual 6-1/2" 
Floorstanding Loudspeaker Featuring Pat¬ 
ented CMMD’” Drivers (price per pair). 

- £189.99 


Better sound through research\ 


Bose Lifestyle 38/46 MKIV BlkWSrf. 

8 V-20 (NEW)_ 

Bom V25..~.-.-.-.—. 

Bose V35...~__ 

Bose 3.2.1 MKII._ 

Bose 3.2.1 GS._ 

Bose 3.2.1 GSX System... 

Bose SoundDocfc Whrte/Black- 

Bose SoundDoc* Portable- 

Bose 201 / 301 V._ 

Bose AM-37 5.-.-.-.-.-. 

Bom AM-8 7 10 7 15.-.—... 

Bose AM-20 Powered..... 


NO MAIL OR OCRS. P 

Pimnsm4r'iin>l!nlly' 


... ...£CALL 

£2499 99 
£3499 99 
-£4499.99 

.ICALL 

_£CALL 

—ICALL 

_£CALL 

_£CALL 

.£CALL 

...ICALL 

.ECALL 

£859 99 
2 Year Warranty 


LIFESTYLE® V10 Home Entertain¬ 
ment system 

Home Entertainment System 
_ with HD compatibility 

for your DVD player and 


AUIFM tuner with RDS. 

Video upscales ensures your 
movies & sports up to 1080 p 
over HDMI. 


TEAC CRH258iB - CD 

Micro Component with USB/ 
SD/iPod interface, Supports 
i CD, CD-fl/RW and MP3 4scs 
& DAB/AM/FM Stereo 


Micro Systems 


Turer.. 


TEAC DRH3S8i • DVD 

. Micro component with 
I USB/iPod interface, HDMI 
I Output supporting I080p 
& Multi-function FL dis- 

piav. £309.9ai 


Yamaha M330SI-K- Micro! 


| Panasonic SCAKX10 



Component System wth iPod 

I 25CW rncro hi-fi system wth 

II Wfrrt jq qq 

J 

-■ 

Direct Dccbrg va Top Panel 
Universal Dock, 20 Wf 20 W 

|AAl. ....... KLA7.77 1 

i 

L 


high power output & 2-way Bass- 


Blu-Ray Players & Recorders ' 

Panasonic DMPBD80....Multi-Region. £249.95 

Samsung BDP1600. £139.95 

Sony BDPS5000ESB. £989.95 

Sony BDPS560.Multi-Region. £229.95 

Sony BDPS360. £149.95 

Sony BDPS760. £CALL 

Sharp BDHP22H. £144.95 

Panasonic DMRBS750. £609.95 

Panasonic DMRXS350. £439.95 


DVD RECORDERS 

LG RHT497H. £199.95 

Panasonic DMRXS350. £CALL 

Panasonic DMREZ28.Multi-Region. £174.99 

Panasonic DMREX98.250GB Multi-Region.. ..£379.95 

Sony RDRDC100.160GB Multi-Region. .£239.95 

Sony RDRDC205.250GB Multi-Region....£279.95 

Toshiba RD99DT.Multi-Region. £214.95 


•wr ,a| vv ul lii r ylf Us'-'-ag! 


DVD & BLU-RAY HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 



....£319.95 



....£299.95 

Panasonic SCPT170... 


....£149.99 

Panasonic SCBTX70... 


....£479.95 

Sony BDVZ7. 


. £CALL 





I See Our Full Range of Products Available Online 

■■■hiway hifi.com 


020 

318-324 Edgware Road, 

London W2 1DY E&OE HCC Issue 182 
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than happy with the low frequencies 
that the MA soundbar generates, 
but others may crave greater 
low-frequency impact, especially 
when watching movies. 

Although it never feels like 
surround sound, the Samsung 
HWC450’s cinema mode 
creates a hugely dynamic 
SOUndf ield from the Fantastic 
Four's PCM mix and is particularly 
adept with mid to low range 
frequencies, although it sometimes 
struggles to pick out dialogue. 

The subwoofer is pleasingly free 
from colouration and is easily 
tweaked using the remote. For 
such an affordable product, 
the performance impresses. 

Yamaha’s YSP-5100 is a 
sophisticated beast, easily at its 
best when fed the Fantastic Four's 
DTS-HD Master Audio soundtrack 
where lower frequencies have 
greater impact than the DTS ES 
alternative, yet they mesh perfectly 
and with greater subtlety than the 
'bars with a separate subwoofer. 


Higher frequencies tend to sound 
a bit clipped and metallic, but 
the YSP-5100 does make a 
convincing job of generating a 
genuine wrap-around soundfield, 
such as when a helicopter feels 
tike it's passing across the back 
of the sofa. 

On the other hand, there's no 
sense of being surrounded by the 
Teufel's virtual surround mode, but 
the Cinebar 50 still delivers a highly 
immersive experience. Dialogue 
comes through without feeling 
forced and you really notice 
individual sounds such as car doors 
shutting and windows smashing. 

I’d advise some restraint with 
the remote control, though, as 
things tend to get a bit mushy 
at high volumes. 

The Teufel’s behemoth-like 
subwoofer dovetails with the 
soundbar to serve up some fairly 
thunderous yet nicely controlled 
bass and like the Samsung's sub, 
can be tweaked from the main unit's 
remote control. 


PERFORMANCE 

Round-up: The Radius One HD is 
superb even when driven loud, 
though some might want more LFE 
impact - it’s matched by Yamaha’s 
'bar and it's genuinely impressive 
virtual surround processing. 
Samsung's cinema mode creates 
an impressive soundfield, though 
not much of a surround effect; 
similar to the performance of the 
Teufel Cinebar, in fact. 


Samsung HWC450: 
Yamaha YSP-5100 


y+yy 

1 2 3 4 5 


Monitor Audio Radius 1 HD: O0QO0 
Teufel Cinebar 50: OQGOG 


TEUFEL CINEBAR 50->£670 Approx -» www.teufel.eu 



In brief 

Another soundbar-subwoofer 
package, Teufel’s Cinebar 50 is a 
350W 2.1 system with some unusual 
touches, such as an MP3-compatible 
USB socket. Other inputs include 
both coaxial and optical digital 
audio. With basic audio decoding 
and amplification, the Cinebar 50 
doesn’t have any real surround sound 
pretensions, but does promise to 


beef up your flatscreen TV's sound 
substantially. As with all Teufel 
products, it’s only available direct 
from the retailer online, but the 
company does offer an eight-week 
return policy. 


Super scaler: 

Rear inputs are 
coaxial, optical 
and analogue 
- we think you 
might end up 
wishing for 
another 
optical jack 



AWARDS 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
















106 GROUPTEST -* SOUNDBARS 


Final standings 



A ll these soundbars deliver a vastly 
superior listening experience to any 
TV's built-in speakers. My Panasonic 
TV is a great plasma screen but reverting 
to its own sound system after using the 
soundbars is harder to bear than banging 
your shin on the Teufel’s sub. 

This foursome splits into two sub-groups, 
with Samsung and Teufel fighting to avoid 
the wooden spoon. There’s not a lot 
between them features-wise - but I’d rather 
have a wireless sub than a USB socket that 
plays MP3s to a rather ordinary standard. 
Neither achieves anything like real surround 
sound but they both deliver an immersive 
and enjoyable soundfield. Samsung edges 
it as it delivers a similar performance for a 
lot less money and is a much tidier solution. 

In some senses, comparing the Monitor 
Audio radius One HD with the other three 
seems unfair given its passive nature, but its 


presence pays rich dividends as it shows 
the acoustic echelons that can be reached. 

If I was picking the winner based on 
audio excellence I would choose the Monitor 
Audio ‘bar, as it has the cleanest, most 
relishable sound and with a decent amp can 
be cranked up higher than you’ll ever need 
without suffering distortion. 


But top spot goes to the Yamaha, as 
it fulfils the overall brief so well. With a 
healthy HDMI and digital audio input count, 
it’s better connected than Steven Spielberg, 
and it handles every important AV format 
going - bar 3D. Its bouncing beams create 
surround sound with a degree of subtlety 
your TV’s own speakers can't touch 



Yamaha YSP-5100 
£1,350 Approx 

Highs: Precise sound; HDMI 
switching; handles hi-res BD 
audio formats 
Lows: Slightly shrill at high 
volume; not the prettiest 

Performance: O0GOO 
Design: OGGOO 
Features: OGGOO 


Monitor Audio Radius One HD 
£450 Approx 
Highs: Superb clarity at all 
volumes; controlled and 
powerful sound; build quality 
Lows Needs amplification and 
audio processing 
Performance: OGOO© 


12 3 4 5 


Features: OOGOG 


Samsung HWC450 
£250 Approx 
Highs: All-round clarity; well 
controlled wireless sub; 
compact size 
Lows: Struggles at high volume; 
limited inputs; no grille 

Performance: OOGOG 
Design: OGGOO 
Features: OGGOO 


Teufel Cinebar 50 
£670 Approx 


Highs: Immersive all-round 
listening; plays MP3s via USB; 
Lows; Huge subwoofer; pseudo 
surround; limited inputs; 
struggles at high volume 


Performance: 


1 2 3 4 3 


Design: OGGOO 
Features: OGGOO 


Overall: 06606 


Overall: 00606 


Overall: OG0G6 


Overall: OG0G6 


-» Specifications 

Amplified power: 40 x 2W 
Subwoofer: 2 x 20W 
Drive units: 40 x 1.5in mids 
diameter; 2 x lin tweeters; 2 x 
4.5in woofers 
Frequency response: 75H/-20kH/ 
Decodes: Dolby T rueHD, Dolby 
Digital/Plus/Surround EX, Pro- 
Logic/ll/llx; DTS-HD MA/ 
HR/96/24/ES/Neo: 6 
Inputs: 4 x HDMI; 2 x audio, 1 x 
coaxial; stereo minijack; USB; 
component/composite video; 2 
x phono; 7.1 pre-outs; IR control; 
RS232C; Intellibeam mic; 
wireless to iPod dock 
Outputs: HDMI; IR out; 
component/composite video 
Dimensions: 1200(w) x 212(h) x 
90(d)mm Weight: 11kg 
Other features: Remote; 
compressed music enhancer; 

bass extension; auto setup; 
UniVolume; FM tuner; Cinema 
DSP modes; optional sub 


-» Specifications 

Amplified power: lOOWx 2,150W 
centre 
Subwoofer: N/A 
Drive units: 4 x 4in MMP2 cone 
bass/mid; 3 x lin C-CAM gold 
dome tweeter 
Frequency response: 55Hz-35kHz 
Decodes: N/A 
Inputs: Binding post terminals 
for L/R/C channels 
Outputs: N/A 
Dimensions: 1010(w) x 125(h) x 
105(d)mm 
Weight: 8kg 
Other features: centre bass reflex 
front ported, sides bass reflex 
ported to underside; 
magnetically shielded drivers; 
wall-mount bracket supplied 


-» Specifications 

Amplified power: 2 x 80W 
Subwoofer: 120W 
Drive units: 2 x 1.5in; 4 x 2in 
Frequency response: 20Hz-20kHz 
Decodes: Dolby Digital; DTS; SFE 
(Sound Field Effect) 
Inputs: 2 x digital optical audio; 
stereo minijack; USB 
Outputs: Wireless connection 
to sub 

Dimensions: 957(w) x 92(h) x 
46(d)mm 
Weight: 2.3kg (sub 5.4kg) 
Other features: Remote control 
handset; 7 x Sound Field Modes 
(News, Drama, Sports, Game, 
Cinema, Music, Pass); wall 
mount bracket; lip sync 
adjustment; DRC; dimmer; 
volume stabiliser 


Specifications 

Amplified power: 2 x 100W 
Subwoofer: 150W 
Drive units: 2 x lin tweeter, 2 x 
4in mid-range, 2 x 4in low/ 
mid-range 
Frequency response: 
main unit n/a (subwoofer): 

35-150HZ 
Decodes: Dolby Digital; DTS; 

Dolby Pro-Logic 
Inputs: Digital optical/coaxial 
audio; 2 x stereo phono; USB 
Outputs: Subwoofer 
Dimensions: 1010(w) x 130(h) x 
100(d)mm 
Weight: 12kg (subwoofer 18kg) 
Other Features: MP3, MP3 Pro, 
WMA compatible; remote; 
Bass management; shielded; 
wall mount brackets and 
table stand; optional iPod 
dock; Ep presets; Reference/ 
stereo/wide modes; bass and 
treble tone control 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE AWARDS 2010 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 













AUDIOVISUAL 

- ONLINE 


Call 01706 878444 

www.audiovisualonline.co.uk 


Cables / Interconnects AV Receivers Speakers AV Stands And Mounts 

Free Delivery on all Orders Over £10 • Free Installation Advice • Custom Cable Service 


Our Top Selling Digital Optical Cable 


vl.4 HDMI Cables 171771 




3m 

5m 


Now £50.00 
Now £62.50 


5m 

10m 


Now £60.50 
Now £88 00 


0.5m 

1m 

2m 

3m 

5m 


Now £4.99 
Now £5.98 
Now £6 98 
Now £7.98 
Now £8.98 


QED Live PS3 HDMI Offer 


PS3 Gaming cable 
with free Optical 
cable and free 
controller USB 
charging cable 



58% OFF 

NOW £40.00 


Case Logic CD Wallets 


48 92 & 320 disc 
Capacities 



PRICES START 

ana ■"*£12” 


-j§s 


QED 


Jtaij 


05/10 

Plays music from 
Any iPhone or 
Bluetooth Laptop 


HOT PRODUCT 

FR0 ” £64 99 


Tacima 6 Way Extension KEF Ceiling Speakers 


And Mains Conditioner 



WKEF 



Full range of KEF d 
ceiling speakers now 
in stock Contact us 
for your requxements 


PRICES START 

£49" 



QED uPlay Bluetooth Receiver Brand New Onkyo AV Receivers 


0 Bluetooth 


Brand new range of Onkyo AV Receivers 
now in stock All support HDMI vl 4 and 
3DTV-ready, Futureproof your system 


Home Cinema Bundle Of The Month QED Reference HDMI-SR Cable 

£ 500 " 



KEF 3005 K2 
Speaker Pack 
in Gloss Black 


Onkyo TX-SR 608 
AV Receiver in 
Black or Silver 


Plus our Fisual Cable bundle 
includes speaker. HDMI and 
subwoofer cables worth £200! 


FREE DELIVERY 

^£1149" 



HALF PRICE 

SAVE C7E 

UP TO Z./0 


09/061 


WHAT HI FI? 


QED 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Award Winning HDMI-SR Cables 
0.5m RRP £80 Now £40.00 

2m RRP £100 Now £50.00 

5m RRP £125 Now £62.50 

7m RRP £150 Now £75.00 


X-TUBE™ 

QED 


QED Speaker Cables 


QED Silver Anniversary Micro 

£1.60 per/ metre 

QED Original Speaker Cable 

£2.80 per / metre 

QED Silver Anniversary 

£4.00 per / metre 

QED Silver Anniversary XT 

£4.00 per / metre 07/08 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Evolution 

£5.85 per / metre 10/09 «i 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Bi-Wire 

£7.70 per / metre 10/06 

QED Revelation Speaker Cable 

£13.50 per/metre 10/08 ✓V'' ***** 

QED Airloc Banana Plugs and Spades Available 





Lancashire Demo Showroom Now Open 


Free Gift To Every Customer 




FREEH 

50 Cable Flags 


BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TO DA Y Lancashire 

01706 878444 


Free to any ctrueyiA reader when you place an order with us or 
write a product review on our website vww audicvisuaion me co uk 


Come and demo any of our AV equipment at 
our £15k Lancashire showroom today 
We run on an appointment-only basis so we 
can guarantee you our fufi undivided attention 
and can take your time demoing our 
speakers, cables, receivers and much more 
at your own pace with no distractions 
whatsoever 


Where we are 


Audiovisual Online 
Unit 5. The Sidings 
New Line Ind. Est 


Receive your free cable flags by 
doing any of the following: 

yp Checking out on our website 
using voucher code FLAGS 

Quote FLAGS over the phone 
when placing your order 

Wnte a review for any product 
on our website 


\Miie slocks last 




















































108 SUBSCRIPTIONS -> www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hcc/p051 


Subscribe today 

and get a TechLink HDMI 
Switch Box worth £80! 



HOME CINEMA 


Subscribe to Home Cinema Choice for just £11.88 per 
quarter by Direct Debit and get a free TechLink HDMI 
Switch Box worth £80. Plus, get every issue of HCC 
for 15% less than the cover price! 


About the Techlink 
HDMI Switch Box 

HD Ready TVs often only have two or three 
HDMI inputs, meaning that when you want 
Blu-ray, Sky+ HD, a PVR, games consoles 
and more connected up, you are going to 
be stuck for inputs. 


TechLink’s Switch2 4-into-l HDMI switch 
offers four HDMI inputs with seamless 
switching to a single HDMI output. 
Switching can be achieved automatically 
on source detection, by embedded 
switch-flags, or by manual switching. 


• Specifications: 4 x HDMI inputs; 1 x HDMI 
output; Automatic or manual source 
selection; Full HD bandwidth to 1080p 
resolution; IR remote control supplied; 
Dimensions-170(w) xlOO(d) x35(d)mm 


For more information, visit 
www.techlink.uk.com 







How to subscribe... 

Order online at: 

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hcc/p051 

Call 0844 848 2852 
(quoting code 051) 

Lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9.30pm, 

Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Or return the form opposite 

Got the gift already? Or want a different offer? 
Then visit: 

www.homecinemachoice.com/subscribe 


I’d like to subscribe to c£!b|a 
and get a TechLink HDMI Switch 
Box worth £80! 


UK PRICING 


P I'd like to pay £11.88 quarterly Direct Debit and get a TechLink 
HDMI Switch Box 


OVERSEAS PRICING 


For overseas rates please go to www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 


PERSONAL DETAILS 


Forename 


Title 

Surname . . 

Address 

Postcode 

Telephone 

If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HCC and Future Publishing and its group companies containing news, 
specials offers and product and service information, please Include your email and mobile no. belcw. 

Email 
Mobile no. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


I would like to pay £11.88 per quarter by Direct Debit (UK only) AND get a 

TechLink HDMI Switch BoxF 

Please complete the Direct Debit form 


CO 

Originator’s Identification 
Number 

fsa 

DIRECT 

Debit 

768195 

ESSS 


Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits 
To the Manager (Bank name) 

Address 

Postcode 

Name(s) of account holder(s) 


r 

Branch sort code 

□ 

- 

□ 

ni 

□ 

n 

• 



Bank/Building Society T 
account number 

Ref No (Office use only) 


Signature(s) 

Date 


Please pay Future Publishing Drect Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this Instruction may remain with Future 
Publishing and if so, details will be passed electronically to my bank or building society. 


Why subscribe? 

• Get a gift worth £80 when you pay by 
Direct Debit 

• Pay 15% less than the shop price 

• Never miss an issue 

• Get 13 issues per year delivered straight 
to your door 


POST YOUR ORDER 


RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 

cKb^ia Subscriptions, Freepost 
RSH B-JSCH-ZUST, Future 
Publishing, 10 Waterside Way, 
Northampton NN47XD 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS You will receive 13 Issues per year. Ptease allow 2 B days for delivery of gift. In the unlikely 
event of stocks becoming exhausted, we reserve the right to substitute with items of a similar value or extend 
your subscription by one issue free of charge. This is a UK-onlyofferandthe gift applies only to those paying via 
Direct Debit Ytour subscription will start with the next available Issue. Please tick here if you do NOT wish to receive 
relevant information about products or services from Future Publishing or any of its group companies by postf" or 
telephone^. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. If at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied 
please notify us In writing and we will refund you for all unmailed Issues. 


OFFER CODE P051 


OFFER ENDS JUNE 30,2010 


magazinesdownload.com 









































SPEAKER PACKAGE DEALS 




INTRODUCING 


Code KLABKITD (amplifier, & power supply) 


£149 99 


KLAB20D 

Add music to your kitchen, 
bedroom, study, bathroom 

• Fits into a standard UK two gang pattress 

• Powerful 20W RMS per channel 

• Choose FM Radio, rear line input or plug 
your MP3 player into the front jack socket. 

• Push button or remote control 


KLAB20DS 


Slave amp option 
now available, rear 
line input only, 
fixed gain, auto 
power on/off on 
via audio signal 


Code KLAB20DS no psu 

Code KLABKITDS inc psu 


KLAB20D 

plus 5 inch architectural wall/ceiling speakers 

Code KLAB20DC5 

KLAB20D 

plus 8 inch architectural wall/ceiling speakers 
Code KLAB20DC8 

KLAB20D 

plus 5 inch moisture water resistant wall ceiling speakers 
Code KLAB20MDC5 


KLAB20D 

plus 6.5 inch moisture water resistant wall ceiling speakers 

Code KLAB20MDC8 “ * K " 


Full Product Range Available on www.keene.co.uk 



HDMI 4 Way Distribution Amplifier 

One input to four simultaneous outputs 

Features: 

Connects one HDMI source to 4 HDMI displays 
supports up top 1080p at the same time 
Distance: Source to Device-1.8m, Device to Device- 
15m,Device to Display-20m 

Cascadable to 3 levels - provides up to 64 HDMI signals 


SCART to HDMI Upscaler 

Converts analogue Scart or s-video into digital HDMI at a 
choice or resolutions up to 1080P. Great for connecting 
legacy equipment to an HDMI switchbox for simplifying 
your connections. Control is by front panel or supplied IR 
remote 
Input signals: 

• Scart (RGB or composite) 

• s-video 

• NTSC or PAL 
Outputs: 

• HDMI output 720p, 1080p, 1680x1050, 1360x768 and 

a choice of screen modes (16:9, 16:10, expand & subtitle). 



Code VS 184 




Code HDUSPRO 


HDMI over IP Network! 


Send HDMI signals via your computer network with this 
amazing device, true plug and play with no in-depth 
networking capability required. A flexible, scalable, low cost 
solution to distributing 1080P HDMI to multiple displays. 
Amazing! 

IR feedback from receiver to transmitter 


Ultra-High speed compression for high 

video quality with low bandwidth 

Use any LAN technology 

e.g. Fast Ethernet, Gigabit Ethernet, 

WLAN and HomePlug adaptors 

Plug and Play, no configuration required 


Code PB900 1 sender and 1 receiver pair 
Code PB900R Additional receiver 



Keene IR Distribution Amplifier 

• External receiver routes IR signals to 
internal wands 



Code IRBKITS 


Control all your equipment even 
when inside a cabinet 
Works with all 
popular remotes 
Complete system, 
easy to install 
and ready to use 


Felston Digital Audio Delay 

If you own an A/V amplifier the DD740 is the definitive 
answer to lip sync error for up to four sources 

• 680ms delay (340ms for 9 6kHz signals) 

• On-the-ffy adjustment with no image overlay 

• 36 user preset delays 

• Remote control 

• Automatic 
optical/coax 
conversion 

• 4 digital audio inputs,^ 

2 digital audio outputs 

Code DD740 



Flexible Inspection Camera System 

A lightweight hand held device with a 1 m flexible tube that 
allows you to view inside hard to reach places. The image is 
displayed on a colour monitor which can also be detached and 
viewed wirelessly up to 10m awayl It has built in emitters for low 
light and is waterproof. Check inside drains^ 
nesting boxes, animal burrows, wiring 
within studded walls, under 
floorboards, under sinks, gas 
cookers, etc etc. Once youVe got one ] 
youll keep finding new uses for it! 

Supplied as a complete kit in a hard 
carry case including 1m extension tube 
(2m total) and Hook, Magnet and Mirror 
tools 

Code FICS 



HDMI cables - HDMI plug to HDMI plug 


1080p rated 3m length 

HDHDV3 

£14.99 

1080p rated 10m length 

HDHDV10 

£32.99 

Piemium lange 1080p rated 3m length 

HDHD3 

£29.99 

Premium range 1080p rated 10m length 

HDHD10 

£49.99 

Piemium range 1080p rated 15m length 

HDHD15 

£59.99 

professional range 2160p rated 1m 

HDHDC1 

£29.99 

professional range 2160p rated 3m 

HDHDC3 

£39.99 

plug professional range 2160p rated 7.5m HDHDC75 

£69.99 

HDMI cables - Adaptors 



Mini Display Port to HDMI adaptor 

MOPHDMI 

£14.99 

Video Conversion 

Scart to HDMI (1080P 

HDUSPRO 

£85.00 

Component to HDMI 

CP280H 

£119.69 

RGB to s-video 

RGB2S 

£69.99 

HD Component to RGB 

C2RGB 

£99.99 

Composite/s-video to VGA 

AVT3300 

£44.28 

Composite/-video to component 

CPVSRGB 

£44.28 

Composite/s-video to HDMI 

CM392 

£214.07 

Video over CAT5 

Composite/s-video over CAT5 (no IR) 

C50C 

£89.99 

Composite/s-video over CAT5 (with IR) 

C50CA 

£99.99 

Composite/s-video with four remote receiver C5KDA4 

£269.00 

Component over CAT5 

C5B 

£259.99 

Component over CAT5 (wallplate) 

C5QCCP 

£149.99 

AV wall outlet plates - single gang with rear HDMI socket 

white 

HCP26 

£29.99 

satin chrome 

HCP26S 

£39.99 

double gang HDMI steel 

HCP26SD 

£54.99 


We accept the following methods of payments: 

All prices include VATE & OE. All prices correct at time of print. 
Please check www.keene.co.uk for the latest information! 

SC: EX 3 3*1 

New 2010 catalogue out now 
- ask for your FREE copy 



Order through our website WWW.keene.CO.uk 
Order through our catalogue 

by Phone 01332 830550 Monday to Friday 
by Fax 01332 830551 9 00am and 5 - 3 °P m 
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Software highlights SHERLOCK HOLMES The world’s greatest detective 
goes hi-def MINORITY REPORT Spielberg's sci-fi thriller hits Blu-ray THE BOX Dare you open it? 
TRUE BLOOD The second season of the hit vampire show is on the prowl THE DESCENT: PART 2 
Spelunking spells trouble once again EVANGELION 1.11 Hi-def anime remake AND MUCH MORE! 



Prince Nuada 12345 


The acclaimed fantasy 
saga finally takes a bow 
on Blu-ray. Check out 
our in-depth review 
on pll5to see if this 
is the one Blu-ray 
boxset to rule them all 


I 

, It' 

\ 


Ratings key 




The Lord of the Rings: The Motion 
Picture Trilogy-* Region B BD 


AWARDS 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 







Holmes cinema hero 

The pipe-smoking sleuth makes his hi-def debut 




HCC VERDICT 


Sherlock Holmes 
Warner Home Video < All-region 
BD/R2 DVD .£27 Approx 

We say: An agreeable hi-def 
outing for this action-packed 
take on the master detective 


Picture: OQQOQ 
Sound: OOQOG 
Extras:^ 

Movie: i 


1 2.3 4 5 


1.2 345 


Overall: OQOQO 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE AWARDS 2010 


Sherlock Holmes is a bit of a rarity. 

A Hollywood blockbuster not based on a 
superhero or packed with rampaging robots, 
it fills the hole vacated by the likes of Romancing 
the Stone, The Mummy, Raiders of the Lost Ark 
etal. It's an energetic romp, mixing action 
set-pieces with moments of comedy, hammy 
acting and lush set design. The fact that the 
hackneyed plot would have Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle vomiting into his popcorn matters not a jot. 
Mark Craven: It’s not always the prettiest hi-def 
imagery you’ll ever see, but this VC-11080p 1.85:1 
picture excels at capturing the grime and dirt that 
abounds in Guy' Lock Stock..! Ritchie's street-level 
reinvention of Holmes. Detailing is very good 
throughout, despite some rather obvious (and 
clearly Intentional) crushed blacks, and the odd 
burst of vivid colour (such as Rachel McAdams’ 
red dress) really pops from the mainly 
monochromatic visuals. Particularly impressive 
is the clarity of the slow-motion footage used 
for what Ritchie dubs the 'Holmes-o-Vision' 
sequences, which are simply staggering in their 
sharpness and detailing. 

Chris Jenkins: This Blu-ray’s DTS-HD Master 
Audio 5.1 track is a magnificently detailed and 
atmospheric affair, that brings the bustling streets 
and spooky crypts of Holmes’ London to life with 
considerable aplomb. The clarity of the mix is 
exemplified by the precision and sharpness of the 



string instruments employed throughout Hans 
Zimmer’s lively score, while sonic FX, such as the 
shrill ring accompanying a ricocheting bullet as 
Holmes and Watson stop a human sacrifice in 
the opening scene, or the aggressive bass 
accompanying the blows during the detective’s 
bare-knuckle boxing, prove just how powerful 
and immersive the soundtrack can be. 

Anton van Beek: Rather than loading the disc 
with unnecessary features, the main focus of this 
Blu-ray’s supplementary material is another of 
Warner's Maximum Movie Modes. Guy Ritchie 
hosts this interactive look at the making of the 
film, providing plenty of commentary, and 
discussion of specific sequences, and he’s 
accompanied by stills, b-roll footage, 
additional PiP interviews, 
a Holmes timeline and links to 
eight short featurettes. As usual, 
these Focus Point featurettes 
can be accessed directly from the 
Special Features menu and cover 
a variety of topics, from set design 
to CG FX and an introduction to 
New York’s Baker Street Irregulars 
organisation. Rounding out the disc 
is an additional 14-min Making 
of... featurette and a BD-Live 
weblink. The set also has a DVD 
and Digital Copy of the film. 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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44inch Chest 

Momentum Pictures-*Region B BD 
£25 Approx 

Ray Winstone 
reunites with Sexy 
Beast screenwriters 
Louise Mellis and 
David Scinto in 
this intriguing study of love, loss and 
machismo. Taking place almost entirely 
in a single room, this insular story might 
feel more at home on the stage, but 
there’s still plenty to enjoy, although 
the film’s subdued direction means the 
AVC 1.85:11080p encode is lacking in 
pizzazz. The DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix is 
almost entirely focussed on the 
front speakers, too. Extras include a 
featurette and character profiles, but 
not the commentary announced for the 
US Blu-ray of this Brit-flick. RH 



The Informant! 

Warner Home Video-* All-region BD 
£27 Approx 

With The Informant!, 
Steven Soderbergh 
has cooked up a 
deadpan comedy 
that leaves you 
wondering what parts of the story 
(about a rather delusional executive 
helping the FBI uncover an 
international price-fixing scam) 
are true, and which bits have been 
embellished. Despite being shot using 
RED ONE cameras, it doesn’t always 
sparkle in HD, thanks to intentionally 
blown-out contrast and soft lighting, 
while the TrueHD 5.1 audio rarely strays 
beyond the front speakers. Extras are 
limited to a commentary and four 
deleted scenes. AvB 





The Fourth Kind 

Entertainment in Video-*Region B 
BD-* £25 Approx 

Based on 'true 
events’, The Fourth 
Kind is an 

exploitation vehicle 
in the same vein as 
The Blair Witch Project and Paranormal 
Activity (albeit on a larger budget and 
not as good). Breaking the fourth wall 
from the start, it begins with Mila 
Jovovich saying that she’ll be playing 
the lead character in a reconstruction of 
events surrounding alien abductions in 
a small Alaskan town. The film is then 
inter-cut with ’real’ archival footage. 

It looks great in HD (bar the camcorder 
footage) and the DTS-HD MA 5.1 audio 
is impressively expansive. The only 
extra is the trailer. AvB 




Your views... 


So, no 3D BD release of 
Avatar planned for this year... 

■ Well, at least it's hi-def 

■ I only want to watch it in 3D! 
I’m more fussed about the 

lack of extras 

■ Who cares? I only buy DVDs 

■ Who cares? It's an awful film 



Results of poll from 
www.homecinemachoice.com 



VERDICT 

Minority Report 
20th Century Fox All-region 
BD-> £23 Approx 
We say: With its extensive extras 
and impressive AV performance 
this is a treat for sci-fi and 
Spielberg fans 
Picture. QOQQO 
Sound: ( 

Extras:! 

Movie: OGGOG 

Overall: 


112:314 5 


I 234.5 


The metro sequence is particularly evocative, 
leading to a rich multichannel pursuit that proves 
ideal demo material. 

The John Williams score is a cut apart from the 
usual sci-fi actioner, with tension and suspense 
ousting histrionics. Often his themes are 
underplayed, albeit with copious aural FX mixed 
in - in a style that often seems to channel the 
classics of Hitchcock. 

Anton van Beek: As usual, we get no commentary 
from Spielberg, but there's a wealth of material 
that fills the gap. All 17 featurettes, 13 art galleries, 
three storyboards and three trailers from the 
Special Edition DVD are present (with all but the 
trailers now presented in hi-def), and are joined by 
a host of exclusive new material. In amongst these 
you’ll find two Pre-viz sequences and seven new 
featurettes (all in HD). Best of the bunch is The 
Future According to Steven Spielberg, an interactive 
34-min interview with the filmmaker, with 
seamless branching to related video and gallery 
content taken from the old DVD features. 


The future 
looks good 

Cruise + Spielberg + Dick 
= must-own Blu-ray 


Minority Report is a slick 

and effective sci-fi that blends the big ideas 
of author Philip K Dick, the cinematic blockbuste 
flair of director Steven Spielberg, and the box 
office draw of Tom Cruise. It's thrilling stuff, 
packed with plenty of pulse-pounding action 
scenes that (thankfully) paper over the many pli 
holes that emerge when you start thinking abou 
things a little too hard. 

Mark Craven: The one word that immediately 
springs to mind when considering Minority Report's 
Blu-ray transfer is grainy. Possibly the pinnacle of 
Spielberg’s post -Saving Private Ryan use of heavily 
grained imagery and desaturated colours, it's 
certainly a striking film to look at. And this 
Blu-ray’s AVC 2.40:1 encode matches the intended 
look of the film, with incredibly deep blacks, 
a steely blue and grey colour palette and a 
marvellously gritty texture. The only downside Is 
some occasional artefacting, which could well be 
down to the extra compression needed to fit the 
film and extras on a single BD50 - Paramount's 
region-locked US release benefits from a BD50 for 
the film and houses the extras on a separate BD. 
Steve May: The fidelity of this platter is 
undeniably impressive, even if for the most part 
the soundtrack lacks the traditional fireworks of 
the SF genre. Still, the futuristic 5.1 DTS HD Master 
Audio mix thrums with imagination: the Pre-cog 
sequences have a disjointed, submerged quality 
that's spread around the soundstage, while Tom 
Cruise's flight 45 minutes in is rich with wild FX. 



> 
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HCC VERDICT 

Evangelion 1.11 - You Are (Not) 
Atone-*Manga Region B BD 
£25 Approx 
We say: Despite the poor extras, 
excellent AV quality makes this 
BD a must-have for anime hedz 

Picture: OO0O0 
Sound: OGOO0 


172T3T4T5’ 


Movie: 00600 

Overall:O00O0 


Angelic anime 


Mecha: There's 
no shortage of 
giant robot 
action here 


both sport silky dialogue, thumping LFE, and 
a fidelity that demands to be heard on the 
finest replay equipment. 

Anton van Beek: Fans have come to expect 
disappointing extras on the majority of anime 
titles, and Evangelion 1.11 is no exception. Alt that’s 
on offer is a 16-minute compilation of animatics 
highlighting the changes made to this version 
of the film and a bunch of promo material in 
the form of four music videos (three of which 
are slight alterations of the same video), and 
two ‘News Flashes’. That said, HMV is offering 
an exclusive Collector's Edition BD that comes 
bundled with a bonus booklet and a DVD 
containing the 1.01 version of the film. 


The Japanese cartoon classic is 
reborn for the hi-def generation 


Evangelion 1.11 - You Are 

(NotjAlone is the first in a new 

four-part cinematic reworking of the popular 
mid-'90s anime TV series Neon Genesis 
Evangelion, adding its own wrinkles to this epic 
tale through new scenes and the addition of 
seamlessly integrated CG animation. The 1.11 in 
the title refers to the fact that this is the second 
revision of the film since its cinema release - 
version 1.0 enhanced around 265 shots from the 
film, while 1.11 features an additional three minutes 
of new animation, plus further enhancements to 
the picture and audio quality. 

Mark Craven: I know very little about anime, 
but like to think that I know a thing or two 
about what makes for a great hi-def transfer, 
and this Blu-ray release of Evangelion 1.11 
certainly has one. The AVC-encoded 1.78:1 
1080p visuals are magnificent, boasting 
beautifully saturated colours (free from 
banding), blacks deep enough to lose yourself 
in and pin-sharp line detail on the hand-drawn 
elements. Subarashiil 

Steve May: With both the original Japanese 
language track and an accomplished English dub 
in Dolby TrueHD 6.1, this disc would appear to 
offer fans a no-compromise listening choice. 
However, comparing the two quickly reveals 
that the Japanese original has detail in the rear 
that’s missing from the dub. Maybe the cost or 
complexity of dubbing rear-channel language 
was deemed too much. As a consequence, 
the best audio experience is unquestionably 
with the original cut; only this offers the 360° 
surround that TrueHD 6.1 can deliver. That said, 


The Box 

Icon-* All-region BD 
£18 Approx 

It's starting to look 
like Donnie Darko was 
a fluke for filmmaker 
Richard Kelly. His 
second flick Southland 
Tales was an ungainly mess; now he’s 
cooked up this ludicrous sci-fi morality 
tale that takes Richard Matheson's short 
story Button, Button and expands it out 
to feature length. The opening act 
(essentially the adaptation of the short) 
is fine, but after this Kelly heads off into 
an explanation of the titular box - and 
the result is awful. On a positive note, 
this BD release delivers a solid AVC 
2.40:11080p encode, an atmospheric 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix and a commentary 
among the extras. AvB 



Universal Soldier: 
Regeneration 

Optimum ■+ Region B 
£20 Approx 

Thisstraight-to-DVD 
(or in this case BD) 
sequel, featuring a 
couple of past-their- 
prime action stars 
(Van Damme and Lundgren) turns out 
to be an absolute blast and easily the 
best entry in the franchise. The disc falls 
a little flat with its 2.35:11080p encode, 
which suffers from curious motion 
juddering during camera pans, but on 
the other hand, the DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix 
is a monumental treat, pumping 
out impressive spatial FX and serious 
low-end dynamics with ease. Extras 
include a commentary .Makingof... 
featurette and trailer. MC 



Stargate: 

Ultimate Edition 

Optimum-*Region B 
£25 Approx 

Despite my general 
sense of apathy when 
it comes to the many 
Stargate TV series, I'm 
fond of Roland 
Emmerich’s original movie. Fans wilt be 
aware that this is Optimum’s second BD 
outing for the film, and it's definitely an 
improvement. Gone is the offensive 
contrast-boosting and excessive colour 
saturation that affected the earlier 
release - in its place a more naturally 
filmic presentation. Similarly, the 
DTS-HD MA audio has been upgraded 
from 5.1 to 7.1, and it's a robust affair. 
Quality extras include a new featurette 
and PiP video. AvB 



BSG: The Plan 

Universal Playback-* All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

Not quite the 
triumphant final 
hurrah that BSG fans 
might have hoped 
for, The Plan instead 
seeks to re-examine key moments from 
the popular sci-fi series from the point 
of view of the Cylons (as well as fill the 
odd plot hole). Visually, The Plan's VC-1 
1.78:1 encode is a perfect match to the 
distinctive (if not always pretty) visual 
style of its parent series, while the 
DTS-HD M A 5.1 mix gets the odd chance 
to shine - such as the opening 
destruction of the Twelve Colonies. 
Extras include an audio commentary, 
deleted scenes, four short featurettes 
and My Scenes functionality. AvB 
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One BD to rule them all? 

Well, not quite - this trilogy box set may leave you feeling short-changed 


& 


The Lord of the Rings 

Trilogy ranks alongside the Star Wars saga 
as the most sought-after Blu-ray release ever, 
and now Peter Jackson’s superb adaptation of 
Tolkien’s fantasy series has finally arrived in HD, 
but only in the original theatrical cut. Should you 
buy now, or wait for the likely Extended versions? 
Anton van Beek: While LotR doesn’t look as 
spectacular in hi-def as some might have 
expected, the VC-1 2.40:11080p encodes certainly 
aren't the disaster some fans have claimed online. 

The Fellowship of the Ring is the most 
problematic. It looks surprisingly 
soft in places, and some heavy- 
handed DNR reduces fine detailing. 

But it's not easy to know where the 
blame lies. Comparisons with 
previous DVDs show that the film 
always had a rather inconsistent 
look, and, as this is the only one of 
the trilogy that wasn’t done as 100 
per cent Digital Intermediate in 
post-production, this DNR could 
have been applied prior to the 
mastering of the Blu-ray discs. The 
end result is a rather middling hi-def 
experience, but I’m not sure exactly 
how much better it could ever be. 

The Two Towers and The Return of 
the King fare better, with enhanced 



detail, crisp textures, and more consistent hi-def 
presentation. A lot of which probably has to do 
with just how much of both films rely on CGI. 
Steve May: LotR is a majestic audio experience. 
Epic in scale, with breathtaking design and 
glistening technical credentials, it pounds and 
thrills in a way few other movies manage. The 
trilogy is presented in a DTS-HD MA ES 6.1 mix 
(although not all AVRs can decode the DTS ES 
matrix). Demo-worthy sequences are rife, but 
for one of the most thrilling examples of action 
cinema sound, you won’t do much better than 
the Battle of Helm's Deep: arrows whistle across 
the soundstage, Ores roar and blades clash - 

S x and then there’s a monstrous bass bloom 
iKt as the Deeping Wall is breached. Bravo! 
Anton van Beek: The extra features 
kl 

Hi 


k. on this collection are poor - only a 
/ ' series of HD trailers and a crappy 


videogame are new. The second 
disc for each film is simply the 
relevant Disc Two from the 
theatrical DVD release; essentially 
all ‘net featurettes and TV specials 
made to promote the movies, which 
completely lack the depth and 
insight of the more comprehensive 
l material found on the Appendix 
\ discs for the Extended Edition 
DVDs of the trilogy. 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 




HCC VERDICT 

The Lord of the Rings: The 
Motion Picture Trilogy EiV 
Region B BD/R2 DVD 
£75 Approx 
We say: This feels little more than 
a stop-gap release before the 
eventual Extended Edition BD 
Trilogy 

Picture: OQQOG 


□5X 5 


Extras: OG0OQ 
Movie: O0OOO 

Overall:000©0 
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HGG VERDICT 

The Descent: Part 2 - Pathe 
Region B BD £29 Approx 
We say. An unnecessary but fun 
horror sequel gets a similarly 
uninspired but perfectly 
acceptable Blu-ray package 

Picture: OQQOG 
Sound: OQQOG 
Extras: OQQOG 


lYsVs 


Overall:00©©0 


Going underground 


Don your hard-hat for another round of pot-holing horror 


The Descent: Part 2 picks up a 

few days after the end of the original, with Sarah 
(Shauna MacDonald) emerging bloodied and 
bruised from her caving ordeal. In a state of 
shock, she has no memory of what happened 
to her colleagues, and ends up being taken back 
down into the cave system by a local sheriff to 
discover the truth. 

While it’s not a patch on the brilliant original, 
The Descent: Part 2 proves to be a fun slice of 
brutal horror. There are some great scares, plenty 
of crowd-pleasing gore and once the action 
moves underground the pacing never lets up. 

Mark Craven: This horror sequel boasts a 
respectable AVC 2.40:11080p encode that 
seems to get better as the film goes on. The 
opening daylight scenes feature a pleasing 
patina of film grain and reasonable colour 
reproduction, but feel rather flat. When the action 
moves underground, though, things pick up, with 
some wonderfully inky blacks and excellent 
detailing that manages to highlight every airborne 
particle caught in the torch beams. 

Steve May: The Descent: Part 2 is unusual in so 
much as it digs deep to offer both a PCM 5.1 mix 
and a DTS 5.1 HD MA alternative. As a general rule 
I would always advise opting for the native PCM 
track first, and here it sounds a little more rounded 
and intense than the DTS mix, with excellent vocal 
integrity. While the movie may be a bit of a retread, 
the D2 soundtrack delivers a jolting, clanking, 
rumbling horror ride that should, at volume, 
succeed in shocking you out of your seat. 

The audio design adds immeasurably to the 
atmosphere of this screamquel, and the Foley 


work is terrific. You really will think you’re 
traversing deep creature-tastic caverns. 

Anton van Beek: Much like the film they 
support, the extras on this Blu-ray release 
are entertaining if not particularly inspired or 
original. Director Jon Harris is joined by the lead 
actresses for a chatty commentary track. 
Supporting this is a solid four-part 26-minute 
Making of... documentary featuring interviews 
with most of the principle cast and crew. 
Rounding out the collection are nine deleted 
scenes with or without commentary (annoyingly 
you can't toggle between the audio on the fly), 
five storyboard sequences, a production design 
gallery and the trailer. 



The Passion of 
the Christ: Def Ed 

Icon-» Region B BD/R2 DVD 
£11 Approx 

Mel Gibson’s 
harrowing account of 
the final hours of 

_ Christ’s life definitely 

lives up to its 

Definitive Edition tag. The BD contains 
the original 127-minute cut of the film 
(and the slightly sanitised 122-minute 
alternate edit via seamless branching) 
with high-quality AVC 2.40:11080p 
visuals and a robust DTS-HD MA 5.1 
audio mix. Extras on the disc include 
three commentary tracks and a pop-up 
trivia track, while a separate DVD 
houses a superb 101-minute Making of.... 
five historical featurettes, deleted 
scenes and much, much more. AvB 


Dance of the 
Dead 

Lionsgate-* R2 DVD 
£13 Approx 

Ever since the Dawn 
of the Dead remake 
hit box office gold In 
2004, there's been a 
never-ending horde 
of zombie flicks vying for your cash. 
While the idea of mixing high school 
comedy with flesh-eating ghouls 
doesn't inspire too much confidence, 
this low-budget yuk-fest is better than 
most of the competition. This UK 
release only gets nine deleted/ 
extended scenes as extras, but at least 
the anamorphic 1.85:1 transfer looks 
pleasingly vibrant and the DD5.1 is 
surprisingly expansive for such a 
cash-strapped production. AvB 




Terror at the 
Opera 

Arrow Films-* R2 DVD 
£16 Approx 

The highlight of 
Arrow's recent trio 
of Dario Argento 
re-issues, this 
two-disc set is a 
must-have for fans of the Italian horror 
auteur - featuring both the 102-minute 
international cut of the film and the 
91-minute US Edit. Both anamorphic 
2.35:1 transfers look great, making the 
most of the stylish cinematography, 
and the audio is fine. The former version 
gets DD5.1/2.0 English tracks and an 
Italian 2.0 mix, while the latter features 
a 2.0 presentation of the original 
'Cannes Dub’ soundtrack. Extras include 
a collectible booklet. RH 



Doctor Who: 
Myths & Legends 

2entertain Ltd-* R2 DVD 
£50 Approx 

This three-disc set 
brings together a trio 
of Who stories linked 
by their referencing 
of Greek mythology. 
John Pertwee takes on The Master 
(again) in the rather duff The Time 
Monster, while Tom Baker has a try at 
'Jason and the Argonauts in Space’ 
with Underworld before facing alien 
Minotaurs in The Horns ofNimon. In 
addition to wonderfully restored picture 
and sound, there's also the usual 
plethora of extras including chat tracks, 
production docs and music demos, plus 
a look at Doctor Who's long-running 
relationship with Blue Peter. AvB 





More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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30 Rock: Season 
Three 

Universal Playback-* R2 DVD 
£25 Approx 

It feels like an age 
since the last season 
of this award¬ 
winning sitcom hit 
DVD, but at last Tina 
Fey, Alec Baldwin, Tracy Morgan and 
the rest of the 30 Rock cast are back 
with another 22 unmissable episodes, 
poking fun at the TV industry. The 
anamorphic 1.78:1 transfers across this 
three-disc set are warm and detailed, 
while the 5.1 audio is rather flat - 
as you'd expect from a TV sitcom. 

An entertaining mix of extras includes 
seven episode commentaries, 13 
deleted scenes, a table read, two 
featurettes and more. AvB 




Nurse Jackie: 
Season One 



Lionsgate-* R2 DVD 
£25 Approx 

Former Sopranos star 
EdieFalco gets the 
role of a lifetime as 
the pill-popping 
titular character in 
this wonderful hospital-based comedy 
drama, which takes the bitter humour 
of House and ramps it up to the max. 

As well as being a great piece of TV, 
Nurse Jackie makes for a superb DVD 
release. The 12 episodes spread across 
this three-disc set benefit from 
extremely strong anamorphic 1.78:1 
transfers and enveloping DD5.1 audio: 
healthy extras include four episode 
commentaries, featurettes and 
anecdotes from real nurses. AvB 


The Railway 
Children: 4oth 
Anniversary Ed 

Optimum-* Region B Blu-ray 
£20 Approx 

This is the first UK 
movie to be 
remastered for 
cinema, DVD and 
Blu-ray at the new 
restoration facility opened this year at 
Shepperton Studios - the likes of Kind 
Hearts and Coronets and Peeping Tom 
are promised for later in the year. Its 
1.66:1 AVC encode features a robust 
colour palette; it’s the best I’ve ever seen 
the film look, although a relative lack of 
grain makes me wonder about DNR 
scrubbing. The LPCM 2.0 audio is true to 
the source. Extras include a 20-min 
retrospective documentary. RH 



Prince Valiant 

Eureka-* All-region BD 
£18 Approx 

Following on from its 
impressive hi-def 
handling of the 1954 
swashbuckler The 
Black Shield of 
Fatworth, Eureka Entertainment has 
served up another classic adventure 
from the same year on Blu-ray. Like its 
predecessor, Prince Valiant hasn’t been 
released as part of the Masters of 
Cinema Series, and this time around it 
does show. The AVC 2.55:1 image looks 
solid for the most part, but colour 
reproduction can be inconsistent and 
there’s some obvious print damage in 
evidence, while the DTS-HD MA 2.0 mix 
is tepid. The sole extra is the original 
theatrical trailer, in SD. AvB 





Blood on 
the Bayou 

HBO's vamp drama is back 
on Blu-ray 

True Blood: The Complete 

Second Season picks up at exactly 

where the last set left off, with telepathic waitress 
Sookie (Anna Paquin) and her friends discovering 
a dead body in a car. From there things just get 
weirder and weirder for the inhabitants of Bon 
Temps, taking the show to fantastic new heights: 
Sookie and vampire lover Bill sink deeper into 
national vampire affairs; Sookie’s brother Jason 
gets caught up with the vamp-hating Fellowship 
of the Sun, and in Bon Temps itself something 
wicked is stirring... 

Mark Craven: This second season of Alan Ball's 
Southern Gothic looks fabulous in hi-def. Once 
again opting for AVC 1.78:11080p encodes, the 
dozen episodes in this five-disc boxset retain the 
show’s grim ‘n’ gritty aesthetic (even if it does feel 
a little more polished this time around) and pack 
the screen with fine textures, an immaculate 
colour palette and plenty of well-resolved grain. 

A closer look can show up the odd spot of 
artefacting in a handful darker scenes, but this 
is still another first-rate BD release from HBO. 
Steve May: A bite above the usual episodic TV 
fare. True Blood doesn’t play subtle with its audio 
mix. Presented in 5.1 DTS-HD MA, it fills every 
corner with suitably creepy atmosphere, including 
a peppering of sporadic shrieks and screams. 
Exterior shots have an omnipresent swampy buzz 
and the 360° aural FX for Sookie Stackhouse’s 
mind-reading trickery remains fresh and fun. 




HCC VERDICT 

True Blood: The Complete 
Second Season HBO Video 
All Region BD^ £50 Approx 
We say: Take a bite out of this 
sumptuous series on Blu-ray 




Sound: OQOOO 
Extras: 00600 
Movie: O0GOO 

Overall:000©0 


Typically for TV audio, the dynamics 
aren’t particularly dramatic (no need 
for Night Mode here) but fidelity is 
high. And what’s not to like about the bluesy 
Southern score used throughout? 

Anton van Beek: It still doesn’t deliver all the 
goodies you might hope for, but this latest 
batch of supplementary features is definitely 
an improvement on those that accompanied the 
debut season. The Enhanced Viewing Mode for 
each episode has had an upgrade, with the trivia 
and pro/anti-vampire updates being joined by 
‘Flashbacks' and ‘Flashforwards’ that link to 
related scenes from elsewhere in the series. 

Also, the PiP Character Perspective element 
of the EVM now features four of the cast providing 
in-character comments. Elsewhere, six episodes 
get audio commentaries, and there's a collection 
of educational vids from the Fellowship of the Sun 
and a 24-min fake TV news show. 
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Home Cinema 

...so good, being there 
is the next best thing? 


How easy is it to buy a home cinema 
system that meets your expectations 
in terms of quality of picture and sound? 
You could read the magazine product 
reviews, find out who sells the 
recommendations, five-star favourites 
or best buys at the cheapest price and 
place your order. When the system is 
delivered to your door in the box, you 
get a friend who knows his onions to 
install it - and live happily ever after. 

This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads 
to dissatisfaction and a lot of wasted money. 
Besides there being a bewildering choice of 
components on the market today, there are 
also different ways in which components can 
be installed and connected together. Which 
sort of visual system do you go for? Projector 
and screen, plasma or LCD, an HD ready set or 
one with full I080p capability? And on the 
audio side do you plump for a 5.1 or 7.1 
speaker system, passive or active sub, and 
where do you site them for the best results? 
The choice of home cinema amp raises even 
more questions. Will you be listening to 
music through the same system? If so, you 
need an amp that approaches the 
performance of a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, 
which is not that easy to find. Do you need 
SACD, DVD-Audio, or Blu-ray capability? How 
many inputs do you need for video, s-video, 


component, coaxial digital, optical digital and 
HDMI? The above are just a small percentage 
of the decisions that must be made. In short, 
it's complicated and very fertile ground for 
getting it wrong. 


Achieving potential 


To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a pre¬ 
packaged all-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. This is almost certainly not the 
best route either as you will miss out on 
enormous potential. From informal surveys 
conducted, it appears highly likely that the 
majority of home cinema systems selected 
and installed on a DIY basis (that is without 
professional input) are performing at way 
below their optimum level. To compound 
matters, most are also ill-matched to the 
room in which they are installed and are, in 
reality, the wrong system. Without 
considerable knowledge or experience, high 
quality home cinema is not a suitable DIY 
activity. 

Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 
quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 


or even better, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
deliver true value for money. 


What and Where to buy 


To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
tip ... don't start with WHAT, start with 
WHERE. There's only one way to give yourself 
the best chance of getting it right first time, 
and that's through a specialist AV dealer. It's 
possible you have preconceived ideas that put 
you off visiting one. Although you would 
welcome the advice and guidance, you don't 
know the technical jargon. You don't want to 
be talked down to. Your friend has said they 
only sell expensive gear and they're not 
interested if you don't have a big budget. 
They're expensive. These are just myths. 

Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby. They spend a large portion of 
their time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations 
which give the best performance within a 
given price range. Very importantly, they 
know how to get a system working to its 
optimum. But they all also know the system 
must suit you. 


More at ebook-free-downtoad.net or magazinesdowntoad.com 






LISTED BELOW ARE 20 OF THE BEST 
AV SHOPS IN THE COUNTRY. 


cc ...the majority of home cinema systems selected and 
installed on a DIY basis (that is without professional input) are 
performing at way below their optimum level. 



Buying or being sold to? 


There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you 
are willing to pay for. They may be a bit 
cheaper but that's all they offer. Now there's 
a group of long-established specialist dealers 
who are totally committed to putting the 
customer first. Their idea of 'selling' is to 
discuss your requirements, offer their 
advice, give you the best options, then play 
the systems for you and allow you to be the 
judge. You'll probably be surprised and, 
almost certainly, relieved to discover how 
easy it is to see and hear the differences 
between components and between 
systems. You'll be able to make a dear and 
informed decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn’t end there. These shops 
won't abandon you once you've put your 
hand in your pocket. They won't leave you 
to set up the system you've selected as best 
you can. They'll install it in your home, 
make sure it performs to its best, and 
ensure you're entirely happy with the way it 


works. Why? Because a high proportion of 
these dealers' custom comes through 
people who have bought from them before, 
either directly or by recommendation. It's 
vital to them to get it right for you. 


Getting the best deal 


Unless you've got money to burn, you'll 
be living with your new system for years. 
Most of these dealers offer much longer 
equipment guarantees than provided by 
the manufacturer, a very worthwhile 
benefit, but it also makes it in the dealer's 
interest to ensure high build quality and 
reliability. Maybe you could save a few 
pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll lose 
out on the overall package. As far as the 
dealers are concerned, they believe that 
taking care of their customers properly 
is a nicer way of 
doing business 
than just handing 
over boxes. 


TOP 

20 UK 

QUALITY 

A 

iff 

ASSURED 


They have been selected because they are 
known to do an excellent job in guiding 
customers towards home cinema systems 
that will provide years of superlative 
performance and total satisfaction. 



STAR QUALITIES 


VALUE FOR MONEY 

SERVICE . 

FACILITIES . 

VERDICT .. 


OUR TOP 20 UK 
SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 




Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND £r VISION 

216 Moulsham Street. 01245 265245 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND & VISION 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 01206 577682 


Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 633995 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND 
& VISION 

44a High Street. 01268 779762 
Custom Install Dept. 

01268 776932 


Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND 


& VISION 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborough. 

01892 535007 


LONDON 


N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 

SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street.020 8567 8703 


MIDLANDS 


Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon street. 024 7652 5200 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 


NORTH 


Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 01904 627108 


SCOTLANI 


Aberdeen HOLBURN HI-FI 

441 Holburn Street. 01224 585713/572729 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd. 

0131 555 3963 

Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 

135 Great Western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 


yZ 


BADA 
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tlio ombol ut wturlty 


The majority of the above dealers are members of one 
or both of the major trade organisations, BADA or CEDIA, 
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Feedback 


Got an axe to grind? Want to comment on current 
technology? Need to share? is here to help 


HD Fox hunt 

I was lucky enough to pick up a 
Humax HD-Fox T2 a couple of 
weeks ago. I bought it purely for 
BBC HD and ITV1 HD as I can’t 
get Sky HD (listed building dish 
issues) and wanted something 
other than Blu-ray from my 
PlayStation 3 as an HD source. 

My signal strength is 
between 60-70% and the 
quality is between 85-90%. 

So far I have not seen any 
break-up in picture. I'm not sure 
if this box upscales SD 
channels, but the SD picture 
is better than the in-built tuner 
on my four-year-old Bravia. 

The HD channels are a 
noticeable step up, too, and 
I am generally pleased with 
the box. I have a nagging feeling 
that buying a box without a 
PVR was not the brightest thing 
to do but the early adopter in 
me makes me do 
stupid things 





Slcir 

tetter 


(I know a firmware upgrade will 
allow external HDD recording 
at some point, but still only 
single tuner I think?). 

Anyway, this questionable 
expense has only fuelled my 
desire to upgrade to a larger 
screen, in preparation for the 
World Cup in HD. My 26in Sony 
doesn't do the HD picture 
justice, unless I am sat right in 


front of the screen. That is what 
lead me to buy your magazine 
for the first time. You have 
convinced me to give the 
Samsung LE-40B650 a go, 
perhaps saving me money in 
the long run, so all is not lost! 
David, Epsom 

The HD-Fox T2 is indeed a 
superb piece of kit. It does only 


Humax's HD-Fox T2: 
single tuner only 


have the one tuner - a 
twin-tuner PVR version can 
be expected soon. But, as you 
point out, a PVR facility that 
works with an external USB 
HDD should be added via new 
firmware later in the year. 

The single tuner means that 
you won’t be able to watch 
one channel while recording 
another - certainly if the 


3D products are 'half-baked' 


I read Barry Fox’s article on the problems 
associated with 3D Blu-ray and lossless 
hi-res audio (HCC #181) with great interest. 
I’ve followed this issue recently with 
growing astonishment at the ludicrousness 
of companies such as Sony and Samsung, 
who are now making 3D Blu-ray players 
with an HDMI vl.4 output, optical, coaxial, 
and analogue outs, but can’t be bothered 
to fit a dedicated HDMI vl.3 out for audio 
compatibility with the millions of vl.3 AVRs 
already out there. A case in point is the 
Samsung BD-C6900 3D BD player which 
has optical digital and analogue outs. Who 
are these connections meant for? Who is 
going to knowingly invest in a £300 3D Blu- 
ray player and £2,000 3D TV, yet pair it 
with an amp that doesn’t accept HD audio 
over HDMI? Wouldn’t it have made sense 
to ditch the superfluous audio jacks, and 
include a second audio-only HDMI, a la 


Panasonic? I thought companies such as 
Samsung and Sony were desperate to 
drive uptake of 3D, not hold it back with 
half-baked products. The only company to 
have any sort of sense here is Panasonic. 

If (and it’s a big if) I invest in 3D kit, I know 
which company I’ll be buying from. 

Amit Aggarwal, via email 

Well, Amit, we agree with your view that 
Panasonic has been forward-thinking 
with the twin-HDMI output 
on its DMP-BDT300 Blu-ray 
deck, but must stick up for 
owners of non-HDMI 
amplifiers - they're not all 
Luddites. There’ll be many 
home cinema enthusiasts 
who have upgraded the 
source and display elements 
of their systems to HD, but 



haven't yet been able to afford a new 
AVR. Also, 3D players like Samsung’s 
BD-C6900 pack 7.1-channel analogue 
outputs, providing another way to enjoy 
HD audio, but you have to use the deck’s 
own DACs, which may be low-grade. 

It may even be that with the launch 
of HDMI vl.4 receivers from the likes of 
Onkyo (see page 8), and Pioneer, that 
this issue becomes moot. Still, you’ve 
talked your way into a free 
(2D) Blu-ray. 

Winner: Star Letter-writer 
Amit Aggarwal wins a 
copy of Minority Report 
on Blu-ray, courtesy of 
Twentieth Century Fox 
Home Entertainment. 

It’s available to buy May 
17, priced £23 approx. 
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Sign up to HCC online! 

Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice's online community is free, fast and fun 

On the home page of www.homecinemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile. You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow AV 
fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post. 

Joining the big AV debate online has 
never been easier! 



two channels are on different 
multiplexes. 

Technology moves very 
quickly nowadays, and that’s 
probably why you’re getting 
better pictures from the tuner 
in your Humax box than your 
aging Bravia. And the Humax 
will upscale SD channels to 
whatever HD resolution 
720p/1080i/1080p) you 
specify during setup. If/when 
you get the excellent Samsung 
screen, you might want to try 
setting the HD-Fox T2’s output 
to ‘original’, which sends the 
unchanged signal up the HDMI 
cable. As a result, the TV does 
the deinterlacing and any 
upscaling that might be 
required. Stick with the option 
that gives you the best picture. 

3D will fail! 

I am a sucker for new 
technology, but the news about 
3D Blu-ray titles being exclusive 
to different brands is putting 
me off getting into 3D. Content 
is king with any new format - 
just look at HD DVD - and my 
worry even before this 
announcement was getting 
hold of a decent selection of 
3D films. Now, before we even 
decide if we buy into for 3D 
(which will be niche) we have 
an even more limited choice of 
films. Don't get me wrong, I'm 
not going to lose any sleep over 
the Monsters vs Aliens, as I 
didn't really rate it, and I'm quite 
chilled about the Shrek movies 
as after the first one they 
weren't all that good, but my 
main concern is that if I take the 
punt and go with a Panasonic 
TV and player will there 
actually be key titles like Avatar 
available to me in the first year? 
Internet buzz is that Samsung is 
bringing out a shedload of cash 

HOME CINEMA CHOICE AWARDS 2010 


for exclusivity - and James 
Cameron turned up at a recent 
press junket for them... 

Nick C, via the website 

Monsters vs Aliens and Shrek 
aren’t exactly the type of films 
that'll get us queuing to buy 
a 3DTV from Samsung, either. 
Avatar might be, though, 
so we wouldn’t be surprised 
to see Samsung or another 
brand snapping it up on an 
exclusive licence. 

As for key titles available 
to buy in the first year, no 
strings attached, the only 
one confirmed so far is Sony 
Pictures’ Cloudy With a Chance 
of Meatballs. Seeing how 
Sony could have been excused 
with bundling this title 
exclusively with its own 
hardware, the brand should 
be applauded for making it 
available for everyone. 

Avatar. BD. Again. 

I must admit to being a little 
disgusted at 20th Century Fox 
over the upcoming Avatar 
release. For them to say that 
they will release this title with 
no extras at all, to give the 
best picture and audio, is 
unacceptable. Haven't they 
heard of two- or three-disc 
sets? Fine, keep the first disc 
barebones. but Fox, come on, 
we aren’t stupid! You want 
to wring as much money as 
possible out of this release 
so at least have the courage 
to admit it. 

I for one won't be buying 
Avatar on its first release. Not 
that this will make any 
difference, as this title will sell 
shedloads. But no doubt when 
the 3D disc comes out this will 
also be barebones, with a future 
all-singing, all-dancing release 


ready for Xmas 2011! 

Paul Kelly, Plymouth 

Avatar has so far made over 
$2billion at the box office, 
and Fox probably thinks it can 
make heaps more by releasing 
numerous different versions of 
the film on different platforms. 
Annoying? Yes. Can anything 
be done about it? No. 

Denon or Pioneer? 

Hi there, I currently have a silver 
television and I am looking for 
silver DVD players. I have seen 
two manufactured in silver 
but HCC hasn’t tested them. 
Still, I would just like your 
opinion - if you had to purchase 
either the Denon 1940 or 
Pioneer DV420S. which one 
would you go for? The few 
stores that I have called have 
all given me a different answer. 

I know that the Denon is about 
two to three years old and the 
Pioneer is more recent. I have 
been offered an ex-display 
Denon DVD-1940 for £100 and 
a brand-new Pioneer DV- 
420VS for £70 from Superfi. 
Hamzah, via email 

Both these players should be 
capable of a strong AV 
performance, and both will 
upscale DVDs to 1080p over 
their HDMI outputs to your TV, 
if it’s Full HD. Areas where the 
Denon DVD-1940 is superior 
are its ability to spin DVD- 
Audio and Super Audio CD 
hi-resolution music discs, 
and its multichannel audio 
outputs. However, both will, 
of course, serve up surround 
sound via their HDMI and 
digital audio jacks to your 
amplifier, if you have one. 

There are questions you should 
be asking about the older 
‘ex-demo’ Denon, though, 
including how much use has it 
had, and what kind of warranty 
is offered. If all you want is 
a machine to play DVDs to 
a good standard, the Pioneer 
might be the safer option 

Write to Letters, Home Cinema 
Choice, Future Publishing, 

2 Balcombe Street, London 
NW1 6NW, or email us at 
hcc@futurenet.co.uk 
Due to the volume of letters we 
receive we cannot guarantee 
to print/answer them all. 
v___ 
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Home Cinema Seating 

the bigger picture 



Full Recline • 
Drinks Cooler • 
Italian Leather • 
Optional Mini Fridge • 
10 Pad Massage with Fleat • 




o 


£949 


.99 per seat 

with discount applied 



drinhstuff 

keeping you entertained 

Why buy from us? 



Exclusive offer 

Quote: 

Home Cinema 
Choice 


• In stock 

• Free delivery 

• Delivery in 1 -3 days 


• 12 month guarantee 

• Full product support 

• Hertfordshire showroom 


drinkstuff.com/cinema 

0845 3133352 


COUPON ONLY REDEEMABLE via telephone when QUOTING HOME CINEMA CHOICE, please call 0845 3133352, 

UK LANDLINE CALLS WILL COST NO MORE THAN 4 PENCE PER MINUTE OFFER MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANYTIME WITHOUT REASON GIVEN. FREE DELIVERY APPUCABLETO UK MAINLAND ONLY, 








GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 
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Tel: 020 8813 7666 

UK'S BIGGEST SELECTION OF iPOD DOCKS & SPEAKERS — 

JVC RAP51B 'GROOVE HG J YAMAHA PDX-30 


Dealer 





IM600USB 




Compact & Portable 

£ 49.99 


T612I 


USB input + Radio 

£ 84.99 
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RADIAL 


Highly Recommended 

£ 94.99 

Edifiei ifsooluna 


2 Year warranty 

£ 99.99 

~ Sounddock 


fm Radio Built-in 

£ 99.99 

9!msgc Sounddock 


t 


Truly Amazing Sound 

£149 99 


Quality iPhone Dock 

£109 99 

HOME AUDIO. VIDEO 8. CINEMA 

•J YAMAHA RXV765 DENON avr-1910 


fm Radio Built-in 

£ 169.99 



£ 198.99 


Portable 
£349 99 


7.1 Surround Sound Amp 2009 Award Winner 

We also stock: SONY 


alphason 


BDP-120 


Blu Ray DVD Player 

QCD 


WKEF KHT3005SE-K2 


Quiet Comfort-15 



5 Star Rating 


Acoustic Noise 
Cancelling Headphones 

EPSON WKEF 


SHOWROOJlf 


Home AV Direct, Units 6A - 6B Bilton Way (off Pump Lane), Hayes, Middlesex UB3 3NF. 
Just 10 mins from Heathrow Airport (June 4 M4 or A312 on A40) 


iHOVJ J\ Just 10 mins from Heathrow Airport (June 4 M4 or A312 on A40) p/^RKlNGJ 

NOW DEMO FACILITIES INCLUDING DEDICATED LISTENING ROOM. FULL INSTALLATION FACILITIES AVAILABLE. C AR 

Log onto our NEW website for Amazing deais^ffl^DQAf.HOITlOAX/ClirOCt.CO.Ilk 




Experience the Digital World! 


Custom Home Installations 

At my digital lounge we work with you to create 
the Audio Visual System thats perfect for you. 


OUR SERVICES: 

• Plasma, LCD & LED TV 

• Home Cinema Systems 

• Multi Room Audio & Video 

• High Definition & Blu-Ray 

• AV Furniture 

• Lighting Control & Mood Lighting 

and Much More! 



IN YOUR BATHROOM 

_ i 


I h 

IT. 





Come instore to visit our showrooms - 
and find out how we can help you 



IN YOUR BEDROOM 


■31 - 

Jt ’-M 

■i 



SONY \AIO Panasonic mapanli harman kardon sas&~ JVC 


• * .co.uk 

; : my digital Lounge 

*. .* Integrated Home Entertainment 


SHARP LQEWE. •YAMAHA 


298 Uxbridge Road, 
Hatch End, Pinner HA5 4HR 

020 8421 6677 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
























































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


CINEMA 

Choico I 




£485 

£525 

1569 

£649 


£209 

£229 

£265 


PROTECTORS & SCREENS 


Up to 65cm lop border on electric Screens 


7ft Grandview 7ft Grandview 

Pull Down Screen Electric Screen | n + /^ -ltd 

£975 C £CALL INLOAV 

For more Information CALL us on 01438311625 www.lntoav.com 


HOME AUTOMATION 


Crosby & Bown 


Cust t electronicdesign 

Smart Home Solutions Home Cinema Hi-Fi Lighting 


T 01784 470881 


The smartest way to transform your home 


Projector Screen 
Specialists 


Online Sides & Ebay Shop 

www. CrosbyandB own Ltd .co.uk 

stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/Crosby-and-Bown 


Custom Electronic Design Ltd, 11 Charter Place, High Street, Egham TW20 9EA enquiries@customelectronicdesign.co.uk www.customelectronicdesign.co.uk 


Heavy guage American made 
mutiply scree^^^^^ 

'Mtr 


Everything a screen 
should be An — 


Built in IR Remote 


12 Volt u 

Trigger Manual up and 
down overide 


Electric with built in IR Remote & 12 Volt Trigger 


I 6 9 (viewable area 67" x 38 ) 
16 9 (viewable area 80" x 45") 
16 9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 
16 9 (Viewable area 104" x 58 T 


Manual with slow retraction system 


16:9 (viewable area 67 x 38 ) 
16 9 (viewable area 80" x 45") 
16 9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 


Fixed Frame Screens Available 
Tab tensioned screens available from £895 wil h finish from 


Projector Package Deals 


£485 (6ft 16 9) 


Tel: 01636 639 900 


GRAr\iC3N/I — W I 

C yr Series 


The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 


CALL TO 
ARRANGE A 
DEMO 


WUJ 


Themescene HD20 


Themescene HD86 


At Custom Electronic Design we have 
a passion (or excellence in everything 
we do and aim to exceed our customers 
expectations. 


Our system designers are equally at home with 
High End Hi-fi as they are with Home Cinema. 
Lighting Design, Smart Home Control Systems 
and Distributed Audio and Video. AJi our custom 
staff are certified CEDIA Designers or Installers, 
ensuring customer satisfaction from concept to 
completion of project. 


From Invisible speakers In your dining room 
to true high definition Home Theatre, we 
will have the solution for you. 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 























GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 


LIGHTING 


Starscape * 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting 


HD CABLES AND CONNECTIONS 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. :l : j 

Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 1 j 

single colour or RGB with a range of \ : 1 

controllers and power supplies. 

Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 7 

suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 

Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 


i 




/ »* 


Techlink HDMI 

cables 


680201 1m HDMI £27.99 
680202 2m HDMI £33.99 
680205 5m HDMI £59.99 
680209 10m HDMI £94.89 
680207 15m HDMI £128 99 

Perfect for connecting 
HD DVD. Blu Ray DVD 
and Sky HD etc 



700202 IXS202I 2m HDMI £52 99 
700205 IXS205I 5m HDMI £74 99 
'*' L_ tl 


Please see 
website for latest 
prices 


3x1 HDMI 
switch, suitable 
for all HD 
resolutions 
including 1080p 

Price £23.99 


AND MANY 
MORE 


r * 


7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel: (01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.starceiling.co.uk 


IsIND'is inHmmiliid) 

CONNECTION PERFECTION 


www.TVCables.co.uk 

FOR THE BEST UK PRICES ON QUALITY AV CABLES 

sales@tvcables.co.uk 020 7100 4874 
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Sod M@ds 
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The World’s First Multiregion Upgrade for Blu-ray 

We can provide an advanced chipping and reprogramming service 
lor most top brand blu-ray players, including Sony, and Pioneer 
Models supported: 


www.bluray-upgrades.com 

We are first in UK to modify tl 
m Panasonic Blu 

Panasonic 


thiiBf-UifCos 


these machines! 
toy Players 


Oluray Upgrades 

We con upgrade most biuray . . , I 
players and recorders etc j 
Most Panasonic models 
can be mod tftod 
While u Watt Service 


Pioneer: DDP-LX series 


for more dctailsl 


New Model 

f^iorteer 


BDP-LX51/71/91 

BDP-LX52 


Panasonic SC-BT series 


* 

Panasonic DMR-BS series 

t j, _ iid- 

Sony BDP-S series 


... ^ 

— •fn ^ 



Multi-i«gton Upgrades to most Panasonic models!.. including dvd recorders 



All Blu-ray Regions 


v! Panasonic Blu-ray Homo Cinema System, modification for multizone biu rayll 




Specialists in End of Range and Graded Panasonic Products 
Authorised Panasonic Dealer Tel:01702 554100 

Clearance Sale - End of Range Panasonic AV 

Multi-region 


Blu-ray Players 
from only £99 

Example: 

Blu-ray 3.1 Home Cinema 
System from £259.90 
(option wireless rear spkrs) 


I 


Full HD 50in 
Plasma TV 



Offers subject to availability - Only While Stocks Lastl 
See website for more offers... www.cinema-shop.co.uk 

Phone to secure your bargains • Don’t Miss Outll 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 














































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet.co.uk 


CINEMA 

Choice 


MIDLANDS 



Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Muitiroom Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 

AH a 


152 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall 

□ 1 922 493499 


Late Night Thursday 

www.soundacademy.co.uk 


Homo Cinema 
Specialist* 




Full Home Automation, 


THX Certified Professional 
Home Theatre 1 

In-store Demo Room 

(pictured above) 

\ Main St. Mexborough S. Yorks S64 9DU 

TIL: 01709 997997 07931839197 
wvnv.cthomeclnema.co.uk 



PROJECTOR SCREEN & ACCESSORIE 




Easy Pneumatic 
Floor Operated 
Screens 

SIZES: 1J-2m 


VALUE! , 

■203x11.1 £618 
234x132 £696 
265x149 £768 
298x168 £895 

Realm Tab-tension screens come 
with built-in radio remote control 


IZtS: 1,8-im 






t o 

203X1 IS £194 
234x132 £269 
299x168 £383 
351x198 fS45 


Fixed Frame Screens 

SIZES: 1.8-1m 


We have a full 
selection of 
screens: 

• Electric 

■ Manual 

■ wall 

• Celling 

• Floor 
- Rear 

• Custom made 

• Screen material 
by the metre 


I QUALITY SCREENS AT LOW PRICES 

Screens | visit www.drhscreens.co.uk 
or call 020 8885 5504 


To Advertise please 
contact Tony Martin on 
0207 042 4253 or 
email tony.martin 
@f uturenet.com 



WEB DIRE 


RY 


AVTaavI Toad's NEW Bundle Offers Online NOW! 

II ▼ I OClCJoCOoUr tel: 01801 860801 




HITACHI JVC . 


SHARP SONY TOSHIBA 


Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www.rgbdirect.co.uk 


■ ■ d Authorised Dealer of AM Major UK Brands gjy p^y (_ATER! 

hifi.com INTEREST FREE CREDIT for 9 Months 
PLASMA & LCD TV I DVD/HDD & BLU-RAY I HOME CINEMA I HI-FI & PORTABLE AUDIO I CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS I CAR HIFI & NAVIGATION 


rgblH 


More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 












































Panasonic’s TX-P50VT20B flatscreen and 3D Blu-ray player, 
exclusively reviewed and rated 


130 www.honnecinemachoice.com 

COMING NEXT IN 
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•4 Next issue's highlights FREEVIEWHDSTBs Roundup of the boxes to buy 
PARADIGM OF BASS The most stunning subwoofer you’ve ever experienced IT’S THE NADs 
Masters Series goes Blu-ray LOVELY JBL Triumphant return of the movie sound masters 

PLUS: All the latest news, Blu-ray/DVD reviews and more 


CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 











JF203 
Delivered 
From 
£199! 



THE JUAL CURVE RANGE 





www.jualfurnishings.co.uk call sales - 01443 816 982 fax - 01443 814 151 


Call J UAL on 01443 816982 or visit our web site at 
www.jualfurnishings.co.uk to view our full range of products 
and find the nearest stockists to you 


JF201 - UNIQUE DESIGN JF202 - REAL OAK VENEER 











































Freeview HD is subject to coverage and may require aeriat upgrade, freesat HD requires satellite dish. 



Worldwide Partner 


Panasonic 

ideas for life 



SELF-ILLUMINATING PIXELS 
FOR STRIKING CLARITY 


Individually controlled self-illuminating pixels on the new 
Panasonic Viera NeoPDP 600Hz televisions and a lightning 
fast response time - give precision, motion clarity and a 
truly striking picture. 


Deep blacks and breathtaking clarity result in a more 
powerful viewing experience ideal for sports, movies and 
gaming. And because they also have Freeview HD and 
freesat HD built in, you'll be able to catch the best 
of this summer's High Definition sporting action 
subscription free. 


Because motion clarity matters. 


EVERYTHING MATTERS. 


Freeview HD 


freesat HD 



vuta 

NEDPDPJ 

SOOhz^I 


Find the right Viera for you at 
panasonic.co.uk/viera600 
0844 844 3852 


iload.com 



